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MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE
Sunday, January 8, 2016, 10:00 a.m.

ORGAN PRELUDE: “Aria” Charles Callahan (b.1951)

ANNOUNCEMENTS
*[Please stand for the lighting of the candles]

CALL TO WORSHIP

The heavens open ... a Spirit descends.
Jesus emerges from the waters.

A Voice then echoes through the blue expanse.
You are my child, my Beloved,
| am well-pleased with you.

We too would come to be claimed,

to be named, to be God’s.

*HYMN:  “As With Gladness Those of Old” NCH #159 black

PRAYER OF INVOCATION

Almighty God, Your Spirit swept over the waters of creation;
Your Spirit is sweeping over us now,
creating something new.

Call us away from the distractions of the world,

to experience what you are doing right now.
Allow us to experience your movement in us,
through us, and in our world.

Open us to a new awakening, a new beginning.
Allow us to look for your goodness
in all we experience, in all we see.

This we ask through Jesus Christ,

who taught us to pray...

*TH E LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass



against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory forever. Amen.

*GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was
In the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen

SCRIPTURE READING: Isaiah 42:1-9
Acts 10:34-43

ANTHEM :  “Jesu, The Very Thought Is Sweet”
Words: Bernard of Clairvaux (1091-1153)
John Mason Neale (1818-1866), trans.
Music: Mack Wilberg (b.1955)

Jesu, the very though is sweet: Jesus, thou sweetness, pure and blest,

In that dear Name all heartjoys meet Life’s Fountain, Light of souls distress’d
But O than honey sweeter far Surpassing all that heart requires,

The glimpses of His Presence are. Exceeding all that soul desires.

No word is sung more sweet than this;  No tongue of mortal can express,

No name is heard more full of bliss; No letter write its blessedness;

No thought brings sweeter comfort nigh, Alone hath thee in his heart

Than Jesus, Son of God most high. Knows, love of Jesus, what thou art.

Jesu, the hope of souls forlorn!

How good to them for sin that mourn!
To them that seek thee, O how kind!
But art thou to them that find?

MORNING PRAYER
CONGREGATI ONS JOYS AND CONCER
May God be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to God.
Let us give thanks to God Most High.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

SILENT PRAYER -PASTORAL PRAYER-CHORAL RESPONSE



SCRIPTURE READING: Matthew 3:13-17
*HYMN:  “lI Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry” NCH #351 black

SERMON: i Emer ging &xperiences
MOMENT OF MEDITATION
OFFERTORY SENTENCE

OFFERTORY ANTHEM :  “May the mystery of God enfold us”
(A Blessing)
Words by Joy Cowley (b. 1936)
Music by Andrew Carter (b. 1939)

May the mystery of God enfold us

May the wisdom of God uphold us
May the fragrance of God be around us
May the brightness of God surround us
May the wonder of God renew us

May the loving of God flow through us
May the peace of God deeply move us
May the moving of God bring us peace.

*DOXOLOGY

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures here below,
Praise God above ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*HYMN :  “Arise, Your Light Is Come” NCH #164 black

BENEDICTION
*[The “Removal of the Flame”]

CHORAL RESPONSE

ORGAN POSTLUDE: “Festive Trumpet Tune”
David German (b. 1954)



The greeter and lay reader is David DeMoura.

The Deacons are Lynda Griffiths and Jan Marshall.
Readers and Greeters are always needed, to volunteer speak to the
Deacons.

Listening devices are available for those in need; they are at the back of
the Sanctuary. Feel free to address a Deacon should you need help using
them.

After the service join us in the front of the church for hospitality.

Welcome to all who are new to our worship. To join our mailing list fill

out a “Welcome Card” to place in the collection plate or contact
office.fpchurch@verizon.net , 978-526-7661 ext 1.

THE CARE TEAM MINISTRY , Have you shared the experience?
We support FPC families with meals, rides, & visits through times of
iliness and loss. If you would like to become involved with this
wonderful team contact;

Sheila Kafer 978-525-3253, smkafer@comcast.net

Janet Groth at 978-526-8408, janbythesea244@gmail.com

FLOWERS FOR THE ALTAR Please call Penny Lapham at 978-526-
7128, by Monday to be included in the following Sunday’s bulletin.

Seaside Parish Knitters meets alternating Thursday afternoons in the
Conference Room of the Chapel, 3-5 PM. Join us January 12 and 26.

' There are so many new visitors to our church services. Vitality

" 7. hopes to answer any of your questions. We will have a get

vy G tOQEther in the new year but feel free to call Mary Ellen 526-
717, Allison 526-1904, or Jane 526-7137. Welcome to our

church family.
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0 FpC We continue with a new selection for December/January;
BO0K - “A Man Called Ove” by Fredrik Backman. A grumpy yet
loveable man finds his solitary world turned on its head
when a boisterous young family moves in next door. Meet
Ove. He's a curmudgeon, the kind of man who points at people he
dislikes as if they were burglars caught outside his bedroom window. He
has staunch principles, strict routines, and a short fuse. People call
himthe bitter neighbor from hell, but must Ove be bitter just because he
doesn't walk around with a smile plastered to his face all the time? ” from
goodreads WWe are going to meet next on January 23rd @ 7 pm at 37 Beach
St (the snow date is January 30™). All are welcome!

IGROUP

The Stewardship Committee thanks everyameo is supporting our
Church with their 2017 pledges

All pledgers are invited to a Thank You Party
Please join us for Wine & Cheese
Saturday, January 21, 2017
5-7PM
Manchester Community Center
RSVP to office.fpchurch@verizon.net or 978-526-7661
Children welcome

Havend pledged yet?
Did you know you can email the office with your pledge for 2017?
office.fpchurch@verizon.net

Beginning in January there will be containers in
the Chapel and Narthex for grocery donations it
IS the hope of the Mission Committee that these
will be reminders that one item from each family's
routine grocery shopping trip will go a long way
towards fulfilling the mission of our local food
pantries. Interested in helping out with missions projects?

Contact Lelly Smith lellysmith@verizon.net 978-526-9717

or Nancy Peterson nancypetel@gmail.com 508-284-0883
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THIS WEEK:

Monday
7:30 PM Manchester Singers
7:00 PM BOT

Tuesday
6:30 PM CE Committee

Wednesday
10:00 AM COA Yoga
6:30 PM Missions Committee
7:30 PM Choir Rehearsal

Thursday
3:00 PM Seaside Knitters
4:00 PM Bible Study

Friday
8:00 AM Yoga

Sunday
10:00 AM Worship, Nursery, Sunday School, Youth Group

The First Parish Church Calendar can be found online at
www.firstparishchurch.org/calendar/
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