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MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE  

Communion Sunday, March 4, 2018, 10:00 a.m.  
 

ORGAN PRELUDE:    “O Blessed Jesu”  

                                         Johannes Brahms (1833-1897  
  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  (adapted from Touch Holiness) 

Leader:  Jesus said, “Follow me.” 

People:  We donôt always know what that means. 

Leader:  We are on a journey of discovery. 

People:  We are here because we want to be Godôs people; 

Leader:  We are here because we are broken and want to be whole 

again; 

People:  We are here to connect more deeply with Godôs healing 

love. 

All:  We are here to seeðand serveðChrist in each other.  Let us 

worship God. 
        

*HYMN :    “Won’t You Let Me Be Your Servant”   NCH #539 black 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (from Touch Holiness) 

Eternal God, from the beginning of time you have called your children 

into communion with you.  Yet we confess that like all the rest, 

sometimes we have turned away and ignored your love and grace.  

Restore us to the joy of knowing you, of serving others, and of 

recognizing your reign among us, through Jesus Christ, bringer of your 

good news, we pray… 
 

*THE LORD'S PRAYER  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we 

forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory forever. Amen.  
 



 

 

 

*GLORIA PATRI :  
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is 

now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen 
 

SCRIPTURE READING:      Galatians 5:22-23  
“...the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness,     
23

gentleness, and self-control…”       
           

ANTHEM:   “Ave Verum” Edward Elgar (1857-1934) 

      Rebecca Shrimpton, soprano 
        

Ave verum corpus, natum  Hail, true body, born 

Ex Maria virgine,   of the virgin Mary, 

Vere passum, immolatum  truly killed, dying  

In cruce pro homine.                     on the cross for man. 
      

Cuius latus perforatum  From whose pierced flank 

Vero fluxit sanquine:  flowed the true blood; 

Esto nobis praegustatum,  behold him now, tested for us, 

Mortis in examine.   through the trial of death.  

O Clemens, o pie, dulcis,  O clement, O holy, 

lesu Fili Mariae.   O sweet Jesus, Son of Mary. 
 

SCRIPTURE READING:      Matthew 25:34-40 
34

Then the king will say to those at his right hand, “Come, you that are blessed by my Father, 

inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 
35

for I was hungry 

and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger 

and you welcomed me, 
36

I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care 

of me, I was in prison and you visited me.” 
37

Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, 

when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to 

drink? 
38

And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave 

you clothing? 
39

And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?” 
40

And 

the king will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who 

are members of my family, you did it to me.”  
 

*HYMN:    “We Are Your People”      NCH #309 black  
 

SERMON:    ñNoticing God in Christian Communityò 
         

MOMENT OF MEDITATION  
 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE 
 



 

 

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM :    “O Holy Jesus”       

                                           Text: St. Richard of Chichester (13th Century) 

                                           Jonathan Willcocks (b.1953) 
O holy Jesus, 

O holy Jesus, 

Most merciful redeemer, 

May I know thee more clearly 

Love thee more dearly 

And follow thee more nearly, 

Day by day. 

Amen. 
 

*DOXOLOGY :  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures here below, Praise God 

above ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

COMMUNION OF THE LORDôS SUPPER  
(The bread in the middle of the plates is gluten free, the cup is non-alcoholic grape juice.) 

Call to the Table and Communion Prayer  

(There will be time, during the prayer, to bring our joys and 

concerns before God.)  

Words of Institution 

Sharing of the Bread and Cup  

Prayer of Thanksgiving – in unison:  

Loving and gracious God, thank you for this holy meal. Thank 

you for Jesus and his all-inclusive love for humanity. Thank 

you for this day in which we worship and serve you. Amen.  

 

*HYMN :    “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ”   NCH #347 black 

 

*[The “Removal of the Flame”, which symbolizes the Spirit of God accompanying 

us out into the world] 
 

*BENEDICTI ON  
 

*CHORAL RESPONSE 
 

 

ORGAN POSTLUDE:    “Psalm 19” (The Heavens Declare) 

                                            Benedetto Marcello (1686-1739)  



 

 

 

After the service all are invited to join us outside for refreshments.  
 

The greeters and lay readers are Jill and Doug Auld. 

The Deacons are Paul Gudonis and Ann Heslop. 
 

Readers and Greeters are always needed, to volunteer speak to the 

Deacons, or you can also sign up online. 
 

Listening devices are available for those in need; they are at the back of 

the Sanctuary. Feel free to address a Deacon should you need help using 

them.  
 

Welcome to all who are new to our worship. To join our mailing list fill 

out a “Welcome Card” to place in the collection plate or contact 

office.fpchurch@gmail.com 

978-526-7661 ext 1. 
 

 Please call Penny Lapham at 978-526-7128, by Monday 

to be included in the following Sunday’s bulletin. 

 
 

FPCC CARE TEAM Have you shared the experience?  

We support FPC families with meals, rides, & visits through 

times of illness and loss. Please contact Sue Pick 

(suepick1@me.com or 978-548-0145) if you would like to 

share your ideas, time, and talents with the FPC Care Team.  
 

 BIBLE STUDY Bible Study Thursdays 4-5:30 PM (for 

adults) at 37 Beach St (home of Vin Terrill). Join us for 

a weekly study of our scriptures led by Rev. Marlayna. 

“Noticing God in the Written Word” (Scripture:  John 

1:1-5; 2 Timothy 3:16) 
 

SEASIDE PARISH KNITT ERS We would love to have 

you join us on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays (March 15) of the 

month in the Conference Room of the Chapel, 3-5 PM. 

Read more about us here. 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0444aca629a5f94-diaconate
mailto:office.fpchurch@gmail.com
mailto:laphenpen@live.com
mailto:suepick1@me.com
http://www.firstparishchurch.org/seaside-parish-knitters/


 

 

LENTEN VESPERS Looking for a way to deepen your 

spiritual connections to God this Lenten Season?  Join us 

for a quiet service of prayer, poetry, and candle-lighting on 

the seven Saturday evenings of Lent as we remember the 

time Jesus spent in the wilderness.  Services focusing on 

how we can connect to God in “the desert wilderness” of our lives will 

be held at First Parish Church Congregational from 5:30 to 6:00 

p.m. starting on Saturday, February 17
th

 and running 

through Saturday, March 31st.  Members of the church and the 

general public are welcome to attend. 
 

SERMON SERIES & DISCUSSION GROUP:  Noticing God 

Starting February 4 and running through April 15th, Rev. Marlayna will 

be preaching a sermon series on “Noticing God” in our everyday lives. 

The series will be based on a book of that title by Richard Peace. Also, 

beginning Feb. 4th, from 8:55 to 9:40 am before worship each week, 

Rev. Marlayna will lead an adult discussion group in the chapel based 

on this book. We will do a different chapter each week. Please let Rev. 

Marlayna know via email if you would like to attend - and if you would 

like her to order you a copy of the book. (Or feel free to obtain the book 

on your own!)  March 11 “Noticing God in the Written Word” 

(Scripture:  John 1:1-5; 2 Timothy 3:16). 
 

MID -WEEK SUNDAY SCHOOL  For those who ski or 

have sports on Sundays another opportunity to get the 

Sunday school lesson from the previous week. 

Thursday, March 8 & 22, April 5,  5:30-6:30 PM. We 

will gather in the large Sunday school room (Annie Greenleaf room for 

a lesson, small snack and a craft.  
 

Would you like to be more involved with our Sunday school 

program? Check out all the opportunities to help online.  

Contact Jessica 978-526-7661 X3. 

 

 

 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c4caba822a1f49-sunday
mailto:cedirector.fpchurch@gmail.com


 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Rev. Marlayna is generally in Manchester on Sundays, Tuesdays, 

Wednesdays, and Fridays.  (She works at home on Thursdays and 

Saturdays.  Monday is her day off.)  If you would like to see her, the 

best way to make sure you catch her is to call ahead for an appointment, 

as sometimes her work takes her out of the office.  If you need to reach 

her in an emergency and she is not in the office, you can obtain her cell 

number by calling her extension at the church office (978-526-7661, ext. 

2) and listening to her voicemail greeting.     

The Church Office is open Monday through Friday, 9 am to 12 noon.  

The Office Manager is around at other times, but the office is closed to 

give her uninterrupted time to work on important projects that require 

concentration, such as financial reports.  If you need to talk with the 

Office Manager, but your schedule does not allow you to come to the 

office during the hours it is open, please call in advance to schedule an 

appointment, and she will do her best to accommodate you.  

The Christian Ministry Coordinator  is around Monday through 

Friday as well, but please call the church office to schedule an 

appointment to make sure she is available before you drop by. 

(Saturday is her day off.) 
 

The Christmas Fair will be on  

Saturday, November 10 from 9 to 1 

 An enthusiastic and happy group of more than a dozen 

met in January to set a date for this year's Fair, set 

goals and share new ideas (garnered from some 

scouting trips to other Christmas fairs).  

 Our goals are to increase our income from the Fair, increase 

involvement of young families and children, and try a new couple of 

new things, while keeping all the favorites.  How can you help now?  By 

remembering the Fair as you declutter this winter.  Contact Allison (617-

935-3362) to arrange a convenient drop-off. 
 

INTERIM VISION PROCESS On December 10th, we had a very 

thoughtful, inspiring, and respectful conversation about VALUES,  that 

is, the principles or standards of behavior that are most important to us, 

tel:(978)%20526-7661


 

 

that drive the ministry and mission of our church. We looked at both 

“current” values (values we currently reflect by our actions as a 

congregation) and “aspirational” values (values we would like to live 

into in the future.) The draft “Values Statement” that came out of that 

meeting is in our February newsletter and can be found on the church 

website.  Printed copies are available in the chapel and the narthex. 

On January 21st, we had our third congregational meeting in this 

process, and, working in small groups, we came up with several drafts 

of a One-Sentence MISSION/PURPOSE Statement (which is like a 

slogan or motto that describes, in a memorable way, the primary work 

of our church.)  Looking at those drafts, we (the Transition Team) 

realized that all of them described the same dynamic:  we come together 

as a church to find inspiration from God/Christ/Spirit, and then we go 

out into the world to live and serve and share what we’ve found.  Using 

wording from the various statements you drafted, we’ve come up with a 

statement we feel reflects the “sense” of the meeting and the previous 

drafts: 
  

Awaken to the Light and Love of God 

Be a Joyful Beacon to our World 
  

Please think and pray about the draft statement above, and let us know 

your reflections!  (FYI:  We chose to use the word “beacon,” which was 

listed as a small note on one of the statements, because we thought it 

was a powerful image of what God is calling us to be and do, as our 

steeple is not only a landmark, but a symbol of God’s light in the 

darkness, and we can be that light as well.) 

In the meantime, please keep our VISION process in your prayers, and 

join us after worship TODAY for the FOURTH AND FINAL meeting 

in our process. (At this meeting we will begin to put together a Vision 

Statement)    

Your Transition Team (Paul Driscoll, Lauren Gudonis, Mary Lumsden, 

Jeff Parker, Jason Smith, Lelly Smith)  
 

Church Council minutes, Congregational Meeting minutes and 

documents can be found online. 
 

http://www.firstparishchurch.org/church-council/
http://www.firstparishchurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/BellFeb2018.pdf
http://www.firstparishchurch.org/church-council/


 

 

 

MISSIONS  

Weekly Food Donations When you go to church 

Sunday mornings remember to take one item that can be 

donated to Open Door through the food basket placed in 

the Narthex. It is easy to forget, but you can think ahead and bring one 

food item that will be much appreciated by folks who really need our 

help. 

Brown Bag Lunch Friday,  March 30, sign up to donate online or see 

Lelly Smith or Muriel Parker. 

Serve Dinner at The Open Door Wednesday, March 21. Prep & 

Servers needed: please contact Jim Brennan after worship or at 978-879-

4595 or sign up online here. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

Birthday Bash and Heifer Talent Show! 

Sunday, March 11 
 

Contact Jessica to sign up to bring a cake or to perform!  
 

Or do it online  
 

cedirector.fpchurch@gmail.com 

978-526-7661 ext. 3 

 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0C4CABA822A1F49-march1
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0C4CABA822A1F49-open6%20March
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c4caba822a1f49-sunday
mailto:cedirector.fpchurch@gmail.com


 

 

SAVE THE DATE!  We are our stories. We get to know one another by 

listening and telling them.  Do you have a story to share about a birth or 

a death in your life, about a miracle or a saint or about your faith?  On 

April 15th, after worship, we will gather in small groups in the chapel to 

listen to each other’s’ tales guided by a moderator. After 

lunch you will select one topic of your choice to listen and 

share about during the event.  

Together we’ll marvel at facets of each other we never knew 

and yet recognize, as we’ve been through something like it 

ourselves.  Our goal in this story-sharing process will be to deepen our 

faith and strengthen our connections with one another in community. 

 (Note:  story topics are “birth,” “death,” “miracle,” “saint,” and “faith,” 

but the topics can be interpreted as widely as you wish.  For instance, a 

story about a birth could be a story about a new chapter in your life 

when you felt you “started over;” a story about a “saint” could be a 

story of someone who inspired your faith in some way.) 

 

For the month of March, our selection is “The Light 

Between Oceans” by M.L. Stedman . A captivating, 

beautiful, and stunningly accomplished debut novel that 

opens in 1918 Australia - the story of a lighthouse keeper 

and his wife who make one devastating choice that forever changes two 

worlds. Goodreads 

Donna Johnson will be hosting the next book group, Monday, March 26, 

7 pm at 9 Hickory Hill Road, Manchester. Please RSVP to her at 978-

704-9662 so she can plan accordingly. We hope you will join in! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/5755257.M_L_Stedman


 

 

 

Upcoming events can be found on our website 

(www.firstparishchurch.org ) under “News” and “Calendar” and on our 

Facebook page (First Parish Manchester-by-the-Sea) under “Events” 

 

THIS WEEK:  

Monday 

7:30 PM Manchester Singers 
 

Tuesday 

10:00 AM COA Zumba 

6:35 PM Transition Team Meeting 
 

Wednesday 

10:00 AM COA Yoga 

7:30 PM Choir Rehearsal 
 

Thursday 

4:00 PM Bible Study 

5:30 PM Midweek Sunday School 
 

Friday  

8:00 AM Yoga 
 

Saturday 

5:30 PM Lenten Vespers 
 

Sunday 

8:55-9:40 Sermon Series 

10:00 AM Worship 

Nursery, Sunday School, Youth Group 

11:30 AM Birthday Bash Heifer Talent Show 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.firstparishchurch.org/
http://www.facebook.com/FirstParishChurchManchesterMa


 

 

You are invited to purchase a traditional Easter Lily, 

($15) to decorate our sanctuary for Easter. 
  

Following the Service, the plants may be taken home or 

left to be given to our homebound members and friends.  
  

A complete list of donors and those remembered will be included in the 

Easter bulletin. 
  

The deadline for ordering is Monday, March 26 by noon. 
  

Please pay for your plant by submitting a payment in the offering plate, 

by mail or drop to the office (note: "Lily" on payment).  
 

Click to order online 
  

I (we) wish to donate a plant(s) please circle one:  
  

In Memory of    In Celebration of   In Honor of  
          

                                                                                                              

Name of Loved One(s) _______________________________________ 

  

                                                                                                              

Name of Donor(s) ___________________________________________ 

  

                                                                                                              

Phone Number/Email ________________________________________ 

  

 

Please check:   _____ I will take plant(s) home 

  

    _____ Please give my plant(s)  

  

    _____ A donation to the Diaconate Fund  

  

Number of Easter lily (s) desired: ________     Enclosed: $ _________  

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0C4CABA822A1F49-easter1

