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MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE  

Sunday, November 18, 2018, 10:00 AM 
  

ORGAN PRELUDE:    “We pray now to the Holy Spirit” 

                                         Dietrich Buxtehude (1637-1707) 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP:  (adapted from Touch Holiness) 

Let us gather together in thanksgiving to God. 

 For God has made us and this earth which gives us nurture. 

Let us gather together in gratitude to one another. 

 For we are the bearers of God’s blessing and love for the earth 

and its people. 

Let us praise God; let us join hands; let us share our gifts with the 

church and the world. 

 Let us reach out in care and courage so that the goodness of life 

may be for all God’s children.   
 

*HYMN:      “We Gather Together”      PH #21 blue 
During the hymn, the congregation is invited to bring their pledge cards up and place them in 

the basket in front of the altar.  If you have already pledged (via the mail or on-line), please 

bring up the orange slip in the bulletin. 
 

DEDICATION OF PLEDGE CARDS                         Rev. Marlayna 
 

GATHERING PRAYER (adapted from Touch Holiness) 

God of all life’s seasons, we give you thanks on this November Sunday 

for the chilly, windy beauty of these autumn days—for falling leaves 

and wet streets, for geese and birds vanishing south, for squirrels 

finishing their acorn gathering, even for early dark and for the sober 

brown and gray of earth and sky and pond, which remind us of pilgrim 

garb.  We thank you for the warmth we find in family, friends, and 

church that sustains us now and in the winter months of our lives.  We 

thank you for your Spirit that continually enlivens and reforms the 

church through the ages.  We thank you for Jesus Christ who is our 

model, strength, redeemer, and friend, and in whose name we gather to 



 

 

 

worship and pray… 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER   
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we 

forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory forever. Amen.  
 

*GLORIA PATRI :  
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is 

now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen 
 

BLESSING OF THE SEARCH COMMITTEE  
 

After the blessing, children and youth may follow Miss Jessica  

and Miss Erica to the Chapel. 
 

MORNING PRAYER  

Joys and Concerns Pastoral Prayer Silent Prayer   
 

ANTHEM :    “Let us with a gladsome mind” 

                        Text: Psalm 136 metrical version by John Milton (1608-       

                        1674) and written in 1623 

                        Hymn Tune “Monkland” by John Antes (1740-1811) 

                        Arranged by Alan Ridout (1934-1996)  
Carol Christensen Memorial Music 

 

Let us with a gladsome mind, 

Praise the Lord, for he is kind: 

For his mercies shall endure, 

Ever faithful, ever sure. 
 

Let us blaze his name abroad, 

For of gods he is the God: 

For his mercies shall endure, 

Ever faithful, ever sure. 
 

He with all commanding might, 

Filled the new made world with light: 

For his mercies shall endure, 

Ever faithful, ever sure. 
 

He the golden tressed sun 

Caused all day his course to run: 

For his mercies shall endure, 

Ever faithful, ever sure. 
 

The horned moon to shine by nights, 

Mid her spangled sisters bright: 

For his mercies shall endure, 

Ever faithful, ever sure. 
 

All things living he doth feed, 

His full hand supplies their need: 

For his mercies shall endure, 

Ever faithful, ever sure. 
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SCRIPTURE READING:     Mark 4:30-32 
30 

He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use 

for it? 
31 

It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all 

the seeds on earth; 
32 

yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, 

and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” 
 

*HYMN:     “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending”    NCH #565 black  
 

SERMON:    ñThe Impact of Givingò 
         

MOMENT OF MEDITATION  
 

OFFERTORY 
 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM :    “Pilgrims’ Hymn” by Stephen Paulus 
 

Even before we call on Your name 

To ask You, O God, 

When we seek for the words to glorify You, 

You hear our prayer; 

Unceasing love, O unceasing love, 

Surpassing all we know. 
 

Glory to the father, 

and to the Son, 

And to the Holy Spirit. 

Even with darkness sealing us in, 

We breathe Your name, 

And through all the days that follow so fast, 

We trust in You; 

Endless Your grace, O endless Your grace, 

Beyond all mortal dream. 
 

Both now and forever, 

And unto ages and ages, 

Amen                                                                        Michael Dennis Browne 
 

*DOXOLOGY :  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures here below, Praise God 

above ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION   
 

*HYMN :     “Now Thank We All Our God”      

                                                          NCH #419 black (vs. 1-3 in English) 



 

 

 

 

 

*[The “Removal of the Flame”, which symbolizes the Spirit of God accompanying 

us out into the world] 

*BENEDICTION  
   

*CHORAL RESPONSE 
 

 

ORGAN POSTLUDE:    Toccata on ‘Old Hundredth’  

                                           Robert Lau (b.1943) 
 

*     *     *     *     * 

After the service join us for hospitality.  
 

The greeters and lay readers are Wendy Hiller Clark and Paul Clark. 
 

The Stewardship Committee has provided today’s flowers in celebration 

of everyone’s generosity to our annual fund drive. J 
 

Special thanks to Barbara Smith, Silver Cloud Cakes, for her beautiful 

and delicious cake. 
 

The Deacons are Ann Heslop and Mark Heslop. 
 

Readers and Greeters are always needed, to volunteer speak to the 

Deacons, or you can also sign up online. 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0444aca629a5f94-diaconate 
 

Listening devices are available for those in need; they are at the back of 

the Sanctuary. Feel free to address a Deacon should you need help.  
 

Welcome to all who are new to our worship. To join our mailing list 

please fill out a “Welcome Card” to place in the collection plate or 

contact office.fpchurch@gmail.com , 978-526-7661 ext 1. 
 

Brown Bag Lunch on Friday, November 30, sign up to 

help online  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c4caba822a1f49-

brown6 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0444aca629a5f94-diaconate
mailto:office.fpchurch@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0C4CABA822A1F49-brown6
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c4caba822a1f49-brown6
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c4caba822a1f49-brown6


 

 

 

 

SEASIDE PARISH KNITT ERS We would love to 

have you join us on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays, of the 

month in the Conference Room of the Chapel, 3-5 PM. 

Next meetings December 6 & 20. Contact Penny 

Lapham with any questions or if you need yarn by speaking to her 

after worship, calling her at 978-526-7128 or emailing her at 

laphenpen@live.com.  
 

Meeting, Monday, Nov. 26, 6:30 PM at Donna 

Johnson’s home, 9 Hickory Hill Road Manchester (the 

Gudonis’ last house). We continue with a new selection; 

Elephant Company : The Inspiring Story of an Unlikely 

Hero and the Animals Who Helped Him Save Lives in 

World War II  by Vicki Croke. The remarkable story of James Howard 

“Billy” Williams, whose uncanny rapport with the world’s largest land 

animals transformed him from a carefree young man into the charismatic 

war hero known as Elephant Bill. Amazon All are welcome – bring a 

friend. Please RSVP to bommadonna@icloud.com or 978-704-9662. 
 

FPCC CARE TEAM Have you shared the experience?  

We support FPC families with meals, rides, & visits through 

times of illness and loss. Please contact Sue Pick 

(suepick1@me.com or 978-548-0145) if you would like to 

share your ideas, time, and talents with the FPC Care Team.  
 

You can find more information about First Parish Church @ 

Website: firstparishchurch.org                       

Instagram: fpcmanchesterbythesea 

Facebook: firstparishhurchmanchesterma 
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THIS WEEK:  
 

Monday 

7:00 PM BOT 

7:30 PM Manchester Singers 
 

Tuesday 

10:00 AM COA Zumba 

11:30 AM Woman’s Club Luncheon 

6:30 PM Manchester Historic Talk 

 

Wednesday 

10:00 AM COA Yoga 

10:00 AM  Staff Meeting 

7:30 PM Choir Rehearsal 
 

Thursday 

Thanksgiving Holiday Office Closed 
 

Friday 

Thanksgiving Holiday Office Closed 
 

Sunday 

10:00 AM Worship 

11:30 AM Healing Service 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

                                  Awaken to the Light of God 

Be a Joyful Beacon to our World 
 

 

 

ANNUAL FUND DRIVE 20 19 will be held during November. Letters 

and pledge cards will be sent at the beginning of the month. Please use 

this pledge card if you have not brought yours today. Any questions 

about pledging or the annual drive speak to Mary Ellen Cook or call 

978-526-7178. Thank you for all your generous giving.  

 

 

 
 

 

First Parish Church Annual Fund Drive 

 
 

 
 

In support of the First Parish Church, Congregational 

I/we plan to make the following contribution for 2019 

 
  
  Total Pledge for 2019    ___________ 
 

 

        Name:    _________________________________________ 
      

 

Thank you for your pledge 

 

 

 


