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"Andante Espressivo"

Prelude

Krieger

Welcome

Hymn

“Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery”

Tree of Life and awesome mystery, in your death we are reborn

Though you die in all of history, still you rise with every morn
Still you rise with every morn

Seed that dies to rise in glory, may we see ourselves in you
If we learn to live your story, we may die to rise anew
We may die to rise anew

We remember truth once spoken, love passed on through act and word
Every person lost and broken, wears the body of our Lord
Wears the body of our Lord
Christ you lead and we shall follow, stumbling though our steps may be
One with you in joy and sorrow, we the river, you the sea

We the river, you the sea
Living water of salvation, be the fountain of each soul
Springing up in new creation, flow in us and make us whole

Flow in us and make us whole
Opening Prayer

Holy One, in this Easter season, we celebrate Your never-ending power to
bring new life from the ways of death. We are grateful for Your never-

ceasing call to rise to our higher selves. We are humbled and awed by
Your never-wavering refusal to let anything separate us from You.
Help us to embrace the Spirit of Easter. In and through that Spirit, help us
to choose Your life-giving ways over what is convenient. Help us to offer

others a steady flow of life-giving kindness, mercy, compassion, justice
and forgiveness. Help us to bring Your life-giving presence into the places
where the forces of physical, emotional and spiritual death seek to take
hold.
Let us do all this in the name of the Risen Jesus, and with the words gave
us on our lips, hearts, minds and spirits…

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass

against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Solo

“Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini, Variation B”
Rachmaninoff
Dr. Herman Weiss, piano

Prayer Intentions
Time of Silent and Spoken Prayer

"Poem"

Music Meditation

Fibich

Dr. Herman Weiss, piano

The New Testament

1 John 1:1-2:2

(New Revised Standard Version Bible Translation)
1

We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard,

what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched
with our hands, concerning the word of life— 2 this life was revealed, and
we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that
was with the Father and was revealed to us— 3 we declare to you what
we have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us;

and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus
Christ. 4 We are writing these things so that our joy may be complete.
5

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that

God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. 6 If we say that we
have fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do
not do what is true; 7 but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the
light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his
Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he who is
faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar,
and his word is not in us.
2

My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not

sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus
Christ the righteous; 2 and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not
for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.

Message
Solo

“Amazing Grace” Virginia Harmony, arr. Schrader
Paul Knox, soloist

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me.
I once was lost, but now I am found, was blind, but now I see.
'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved.
How precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed.
Through many dangers, toils and snares I have already come,
'Tis grace has brought me safe thus far and grace will lead me home.
When we’ve been there ten thousand years, shining bright as the sun,
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than when we first begun.

Blessing

Closing

“God Be in My Head”

Davies

God be in my head, and in my understanding;
God be in mine eyes and in my looking;
God be in my mouth, and in my speaking;
God be in my heart, and in my thinking;
God be at mine end, and after my departing.

• We encourage all members and friends of First Parish to remain with
us immediately after the conclusion of our Worship this morning for
our Virtual Friendship Time on Zoom. You can join the meeting by
computer, tablet, iPad, or smart phone by clicking this link
https://zoom.us/j/720983063 Password- 244108
• Dial in with your phone and join using just audio at this number 1-

301-715-8592 (Meeting ID- 720 983 063, Password- 244108). We
welcome you for this time of additional community connection.

• Sunday Morning Regathering, on Sunday, May 2: First Parish will
regather in person for Sunday Morning Worship celebrations starting
on May 2. Specifics on protocols for attending will be coming soon.

Virtual Worship is here to stay. We will go forward as a “hybrid”
church, making as much of what we do as possible accessible to as
many as possible in person and virtually.

• “Deacon Fund” Support and Assistance – the “Deacon Fund” remains a
vital means of assistance to FPC members in need, especially in this
difficult and uncertain time. Contributions can be made “First Parish

Church” with “Deacon Fund” in the memo section, and mailed to First
Parish Church P.O. Box 187 Manchester, MA 01944. In addition, if a
member of our spiritual community is need, please contact Rev. Mark to
discuss available support.
• You can contribute to the work of First Parish Church or pay your
pledge @PayPal.Me/FPChurchManchester
• Click to read The Church Bell Newsletter of First Parish Church
Congregational

• Manchester Affordable Housing Trust Announces Emergency Rental
Housing Payment Assistance - The Manchester Affordable Housing
Trust (MAHT), in collaboration with Action, Inc., a Gloucester-based
human and social services agency, is offering short-term rental housing
payment assistance to income eligible Manchester residents in
response to job and income loss related to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Consistent with its mission to support and promote community
affordable housing, the MAHT is reaching out to income eligible
residents who are experiencing housing rent payment issues.

The MAHT can and wants to help during this difficult and uncertain
time. For further information please contact Action, Inc. at 978-2821000 or live chat at www.actioninc.org<http://www.actioninc.org.

