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Prelude

“Four Seasonal Sketches: Spring Intermezzo”
Jackson King

Welcome
Opening Hymn

“As with Gladness Those of Old”

Opening Prayer (together)

(adapted, David Jenkins)

Shine brightly, star of God, and guide our wandering world to the place where
Jesus is. Where children wish upon the night sky and wise men scan the
universe in hope, let your bright beams surround our dreams and guide our
hesitating feet to the place where miracle is born.
Enable each of us to make a New Year’s journey, leaving behind the fears,
grudges and hatred of yesteryear, and embracing a fresh openness to the
possibility of something better. Be a sign for us of mercy and love, and lead us
to the forgotten and forlorn, the grieving and the gloomy.
And as we approach you, O God, now seen in a straw filled bed, help us to offer
You our finest gifts- our joy, our grief, our lives.
Let us offer those, as well as the words the One who has come - Jesus - would in
the fullness of time teach us to pray…

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory forever. Amen.
Choir Anthem

“Beautiful Savior”

arr. Burkhardt

Beautiful Savior, King of Creation, Son of God and Son of Man!
Truly I’d love Thee, truly I’d serve Thee, light of my soul, my joy, my crown.
Fair are the meadows, fair are the woodlands, robed in flowers of Spring: Jesus
is fairer, Jesus is purer, He makes our sorr’wing spirit sing.
Fair is the sunshine, fair is the moonlight, bright the sparkling stars on high;
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer, than all the angels in the sky.
Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations, Son of God and Son of Man! Glory and
honor, praise, adoration, now and forevermore be Thine!
Prayer Intentions
Time of Silent and Spoken Prayer
Music Meditation

“Portraits in Jazz: Billie’s Song”

Capers

Blessing of the School Supplies
The Gospels

John 4:5-15; 25-29
(Common English Bible Translation)

Sheila Carrassi

He came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, which was near the land Jacob had
given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there. Jesus was tired from his
journey, so he sat down at the well. It was about noon.
5

A Samaritan woman came to the well to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give
me some water to drink.” 8 His disciples had gone into the city to buy him some
food. 9 The Samaritan woman asked, “Why do you, a Jewish man, ask for
something to drink from me, a Samaritan woman?” (Jews and Samaritans didn’t
associate with each other.) 10 Jesus responded, “If you recognized God’s gift and
who is saying to you, ‘Give me some water to drink,’ you would be asking him
and he would give you living water.”
7

The woman said to him, “Sir, you don’t have a bucket and the well is deep.
Where would you get this living water? 12 You aren’t greater than our father
Jacob, are you? He gave this well to us, and he drank from it himself, as did his
sons and his livestock.”
11

Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14 but
whoever drinks from the water that I will give will never be thirsty again. The
water that I give will become in those who drink it a spring of water that
bubbles up into eternal life.”
13

The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I will never be
thirsty and will never need to come here to draw water!”
15

The woman said, “I know that the Messiah is coming, the one who is called
the Christ. When he comes, he will teach everything to us.”
25

26

Jesus said to her, “I Am—the one who speaks with you.”

Just then, Jesus’ disciples arrived and were shocked that he was talking with a
woman. But no one asked, “What do you want?” or “Why are you talking with
her?” 28 The woman put down her water jar and went into the city. She said to
the people, 29 “Come and see a man who has told me everything I’ve done!
Could this man be the Christ?”
27

Message

Solo

“Sunshine in My Soul”
Rebecca Shrimpton, soloist

Hewitt, arr. Zaninelli

There’s sunshine in my soul today, more glorious and bright than glows in any
earthly sky, for Jesus is my light.
Oh, there’s sunshine, blessed sunshine while the peaceful happy moments roll.
When Jesus shows His smiling face, there is sunshine in my soul.
There’s music in my soul today, a carol to my King. And Jesus listening can hear
the songs I cannot sing.
Oh, there’s sunshine, blessed sunshine while the peaceful happy moments roll.
When Jesus shows His smiling face, there is sunshine in my soul.
There’s gladness, gladness for hope, praise and love, for blessings which He
gives me, joys “laid up” above.
Oh, there’s sunshine, blessed sunshine while peaceful happy moments roll.
When Jesus shows His smiling face, there is sunshine in my soul, there’s
sunshine in my soul.
Closing Hymn

“Arise, Your Light is Come”
(printed in bulletin)

Blessing
Closing Song

“God Bless You and Keep You”

Althouse

God bless you and keep you wherever you may go; His love be a constant
companion. God lead you and guide you and be at your side. God bless you and
keep you forever.

• We again welcome Dr. Bonnie Anderson as our guest music leader
this morning.
Bonnie has a varied career as chamber pianist, orchestral pianist, soloist, and
teacher of students ages 12-88. She enjoys collaborating with musicians from
the Boston Symphony, New York Philharmonic, Orpheus Chamber Orchestra,
Los Angeles Philharmonic, and San Francisco Symphony.
Highlights of her collaborations include performing Hindemith’s Trio for
Saxophone, Viola and Piano with Branford Marsalis and Christof Huebner on
the Nantucket Island Musical Arts Society Series, recital with Joseph Foley on
the River Oaks Chamber Orchestra “Unleashed Series” in Houston, and
concerts with her Piano Duo partner Stella Owen around New England. As
orchestral pianist, Bonnie is a member of Orchestra of Indian Hill and performs
as guest pianist with Pro Arte Chamber Orchestra, Concord Orchestra, and
Portland Symphony. An enthusiastic educator, Bonnie teaches at Phillips
Andover Academy and was previously on the faculty at UMass Lowell.
This year’s projects include outdoor concerts on two keyboards with her Piano
Duo, solo recitals of her solo arrangements of Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue and
Rachmaninoff’s Second Piano Concerto, and concerts with her new Piano Trio.
Bonnie’s recordings include a solo piano disc featuring French composers and a
collaborative disc (Nightsongs) with trumpeter Joseph Foley.
Bonnie attended the Juilliard School, Michigan State University, French Piano
Institute in Paris and received her DMA from Boston University.
She lives in Manchester with her family and two golden retrievers.
• Sunday Morning Gathering Update:
The Town of Manchester-by-the-Sea reinstituted an indoor mask policy
effective 1. In that regard, for the time being:
• Attendees are expected to wear masks and distance if possible.
• Worship Leaders will not need to be masked.

• The congregation may participate in hymn singing and the Opening Prayer.
• In addition, we will continue with the following:
o Contact info for attendees will still be taken in the event contact
tracing becomes necessary.
o Hand sanitizer will be available in the narthex should you wish to use
it.
o There will continue to be no formal Offering for now, but attendees
are invited to place any offering they wish as they leave Worship in a
plate which will be placed at the back of the Sanctuary.
• At the same time, remember that “Virtual Worship” is also here to stay so
that we can continue to be one in Worship wherever you may be on any
Sunday.
• You can contribute to the work of First Parish Church or pay your pledge
@PayPal.Me/FPChurchManchester
• Click to read The Church Bell Newsletter of First Parish Church
Congregational.
• Manchester Affordable Housing Trust Announces Emergency Rental
Housing Payment Assistance - The Manchester Affordable Housing Trust
(MAHT), in collaboration with Action, Inc., a Gloucester-based human and
social services agency, is offering short-term rental housing payment
assistance to income eligible Manchester residents in response to job and
income loss related to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Consistent with its mission to support and promote community affordable
housing, the MAHT is reaching out to income eligible residents who are
experiencing housing rent payment issues.
The MAHT can and wants to help during this difficult and uncertain time.
For further information please contact Action, Inc. at 978-282-1000 or live
chat at www.actioninc.org<http://www.actioninc.org.

• The Outreach and Service collection continues for The Open Door and
Grace Center. Bring items to the Chapel or Church. There is a box outside
by the Church Office at the Chapel:
Baking Mixes - Cake, Brownie, Cookie, Muffin, Pancake
Peanut Butter
Canned Tuna, Chicken, and Turkey
Healthy Snack Items
100% Juice/Juice Boxes
Breakfast Cereal
Hearty Soups
Canned Vegetables and Fruits
Spaghetti Sauce
Macaroni and Cheese
Rice, Noodles, Pasta
Gift Cards from local grocery markets so they can purchase butter, cream
and other perishables.
• Book Group is open to everyone! Consider joining us. We are now
meeting again in person on the last Monday of the month. Next
meeting January 31, 6:30 PM. Location to be announced later.
Questions can be directed to Mary Ellen Cook at 978-500-0018.
In January the book discussed will be “Vanderbilt: The Rise and Fall of an
American Dynasty” by Samantha Silva. The Manchester Library has copies
but the book is very popular so Book Group members may want to put in a
hold for it.

When eleven-year-old Cornelius Vanderbilt began to work on his father’s
small boat ferrying supplies in New York Harbor at the beginning of the
nineteenth century, no one could have imagined that one day he would,
through ruthlessness, cunning, and a pathological desire for money, build
two empires—one in shipping and another in railroads—that would make
him the richest man in America. His staggering fortune was fought over by
his heirs after his death in 1877, sowing familial discord that would never
fully heal.

Though his son Billy doubled the money left by “the Commodore,”
subsequent generations competed to find new and ever more extraordinary
ways of spending it.
By 2018, when the last Vanderbilt was forced out of The Breakers—the
seventy-room summer estate in Newport, Rhode Island, that Cornelius’s
grandson and namesake had built—the family would have been
unrecognizable to the tycoon who started it all.
Now, the Commodore’s great-great-great-grandson Anderson Cooper, joins
with historian Katherine Howe to explore the story of his legendary family
and their outsized influence. Cooper and Howe breathe life into the
ancestors who built the family’s empire, basked in the Commodore’s
wealth, hosted lavish galas, and became synonymous with unfettered
American capitalism and high society. Moving from the hardscrabble
wharves of old Manhattan to the lavish drawing rooms of Gilded Age Fifth
Avenue, from the ornate summer palaces of Newport to the courts of
Europe, and all the way to modern-day New York, Cooper and Howe wryly
recount the triumphs and tragedies of an American dynasty unlike any
other.
Written with a unique insider’s viewpoint, this is a rollicking,
quintessentially American history as remarkable as the family it so vividly
captures.

