April 2022

Minister’s Message
Rev. Dr. Mark Boyea

FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION

The Newsletter of the First Parish Church Congregational

The Church Bell

We are now a short time away from the start of the only
week that Christianity specifically identifies as “Holy” - the week that begins
with Palm Sunday and ends on Saturday, the day before Easter, but does not
include Easter.
Why is that? Why isn’t the ultimate celebration in Christianity, the
commemoration of Jesus resurrection - the symbol of the triumph of God’s
ways of life over the world’s frequently competing ways of death - not
considered part of that most sacred week?
Perhaps it is because Easter is, at least in a spiritual sense, a product of Holy
Week. Or more specifically, the result of the spiritual process that Holy
Week exemplifies.
During Holy Week, we are presented with a summary of the foundations of
the life Jesus lived and called us to live, an earthly life which leads to eternal
life - life in union with God and God’s ways. Resurrection life, if you will.
During Holy Week, Jesus engaged in the fullest acts of faith - integrity in his
refusal to save himself from pain and suffering by renouncing the mission
that God had given him; moral courage in resisting the powers that attempted
to elevate themselves above God; inclusion of and compassion for those
considered “least” in the eyes of the world; and forgiveness in refusing to
condemn anyone - even those who had a hand in his death.
It was, and is, that kind of holy integrity, moral courage, inclusion,
compassion and forgiveness which opens the door for God’s power to raise
good from evil; hope from despair; and life from death, to enter the world.
It is that kind of “Holy Life”, embodied in that kind of “Holy Week”, which
opens the door to Easter – that rolls the stone away from our spiritual
tombs.
Easter Blessings,
Mark

WORSHIP NOTES
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In April we move through the final stages of the sacred season of Lent. On Sunday, April
3, we continue with this year’s Lenten theme of “These 40 Days”. In addition, we will
celebrate the Sacrament of Communion as a spiritual community.
Then, on Palm Sunday, April 10, we begin our “Holy Week” commemorations with a
Worship time featuring the First Parish Choir, under the direction of Dr. Herman Weiss,
performing Pepper Choplin’s cantata, “Once Upon a Tree”.
Following Palm Sunday, the remainder of our Holy Week schedule is as follows:
Maundy (Holy) Thursday, April 14, in person and on Facebook Live at 7pm
A time of prayer, music, Scripture and Reflection in commemoration of the Last Supper
and the final night of Jesus’ earthly life.
Good Friday, April 15, in person and on Zoom at 7pm
A time of meditation on the “Seven Last Words of Christ” with prayer, music and Reflection.
Easter Sunday, April 17 in person at 5:59am on Singing Beach
The MBTS ecumenical Easter Sunrise celebration returns! A time of hymns, prayer and
Scripture, with a Reflection offered by First Parish Minister, Rev. Dr. Mark Boyea.
Easter Sunday, April 17 in person and on Facebook Live at 10am
Celebration featuring prayer, hymns, solos, trumpet and Message.
Lastly, following our Easter celebration, Sunday, April 24 will be our first “Ask the
Minister Sunday” of 2022. That morning, instead of offering a Message, Rev. Mark will
field as many of your biblical, theological and spiritual questions – Easter related or not –
during the time usually devoted to the morning’s Message.
So start sending in your questions now, or save them for that morning.
SPIRITUAL GROWTH and EXPLORATION

Bible Study will be held on the following dates in April at 4pm on Zoom:
Thursday, April 7
Thursday, April 14
Thursday, April 28
There will be no Bible Study on Thursday, April 21
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After discussions with the regular and frequent participants of Prayer and Meditation,
those sessions have moved from Wednesdays to Thursdays. This will allow more of us,
including some members of the Choir who often participate in Prayer and Meditation on
Wednesdays the Choir doesn’t rehearse, to be able to join in more regularly.

Prayer and Meditation will be offered on Zoom only once in April at 7pm:
Thursday, April 7
Our current Spiritual Exploration unit continues and concludes in April:

“The Usual Suspects”
Tuesday, April 5 and 12
7:00-8:30pm on Zoom
During this unit we are examining the lives and actions of some of the characters the
Gospels identify as playing pivotal roles in the death of Jesus, such as Judas, Caiaphas,
Herod and Pilate. We are also exploring how their actions, as a function of timeless human
failings, emotions, and the context of time and place, might speak to us in our time and
place.

Women’s Fellowship
It’s been so long, ladies, since we’ve gathered. I hope to have a spring date soon. Maybe a
potluck dinner in our newly renovated Chapel! Mary Ellen

Use the links below to hear more First Parish Church online:
Facebook www.facebook.com/FirstParishChurchManchesterMa/
Instagram www.instagram.com/fpcmanchesterbythesea/
Website www.firstparishchurch.org/
YouTube Worship Services
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLUvfURhmsH8lfE13FLaRtWcw-pOTC9T2h
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April Birthdays
04/01
04/01
04/01
04/03
04/05
04/05
04/09
04/11
04/15
04/16

GUDONIS, PAUL
PETERSON, SAM
ZELLER, PAT
SCARAFONI, PAM
FRANKLIN, CYNTHIA
O'BRIEN, MARY-LOU
KIRBY, MARY
SMITH, LLEWELLYN
SHRIMPTON, BEN
GREENLEAF, ANN

04/16 ROUND, MARIANNE

56 MASCONOMO ST MANCHESTER111 CHEBACCO RD S HAMILTON MA 01982
15 TAPPAN ST MANCHESTER
5 ALLEN AVE MANCHESTER
17 NORWOOD AVE MANCHESTER
6 HIGHLAND AVE MANCHESTER
BRIGHTVIEW #1110 50 ENDICOTT ST DANVERS 01923
8 MASCONOMO ST MANCHESTER-BY
1 DOUGLAS DRIVE ROCKPORT MA 01966
14 OCEAN ST MANCHESTER
3 GREENBRIER ROAD MANCHESTER

04/27 WESTCOTT, JEANNE 15 IVES ST. APT. 9 BEVERLY MA 01915

pgudonis@gmail.com
pattrimmerZeller@gmail.com
pscarafoni@comcast.net
cpfranklin@comcast.net
mck340@gmail.com
smithlelly07@gmail.com
dickgreenleaf1@gmail.com
marianne.round@nemoves.com
jeanne.fpchurch@gmail.com

Book Group
Book Group is open to everyone! Consider joining us. Questions can be directed to Mary
Ellen Cook at 978-500-0018.
We next meet on Monday, April 25 at 6:30 at Mary Ellen's home 23 Harold Street to
discuss. “The Henna Artist” by Aika Joshi.
Escaping from an abusive marriage, seventeen-year-old Lakshmi makes her way alone to the vibrant
1950s pink city of Jaipur. There she becomes the most highly requested henna artist—and confidante—to
the wealthy women of the upper class. But trusted with the secrets of the wealthy, she can never reveal her
own…
Known for her original designs and sage advice, Lakshmi must tread carefully to avoid the jealous gossips
who could ruin her reputation and her livelihood. As she pursues her dream of an independent life, she is
startled one day when she is confronted by her husband, who has tracked her down these many years later
with a high-spirited young girl in tow—a sister Lakshmi never knew she had. Suddenly the caution that
she has carefully cultivated as protection is threatened.
Still she perseveres, applying her talents and lifting up those that surround her as she does. goodreads

First Parish uses candid photos of church activities in its publicity from time to time. Any
photos of children used will not contain personally identifiable information. Members of
the community not wanting their or their children’s photos depicted should inform the
Church Office.
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Diaconate
Fellowship has resumed after Worship! After a long hiatus, we feel blessed to gather again
for this special time. Regular and decaf coffee are available.
It has been decided that except for Communion Sundays, there will generally be only one
Deacon serving on Sundays.
Beginning April 3, traditional Communion will return. We will save some individual
Communion packets in case needed again (we pray not) and the rest will be donated to
places such as the Grace Center.
The joy of Jazz Sunday was inspirational and marvelous! We give thanks for the musicians,
sound techs, and Message.
We rejoice for the support given to Chepkirwok, our sponsored child from Kenya. Monthly
sponsorship on the Sign Up Genius (SUG) has been strong. July, August, September, and
December remain available for the remainder of 2022. The SUG is open now for anyone
wishing to commit to 2023. Thank you!
Respectfully submitted,
Susan Parker

Music Committee
Please put this exciting event on your calendar - First Parish will be presenting “Once Upon
a Tree”, a cantata with words and music by Pepper Choplin, as part of the 10 AM Worship
service Palm Sunday, April 10.
The cantata tells the story of Jesus’s final entrance into Jerusalem and portrays the passion
story through His crucifixion to the light of His resurrection. The First Parish Choir,
directed by Dr. Herman Weiss, will sing with narration by Rev. Dr. Mark Boyea and with
soloists Paul Knox, Jim Brennan and Rebecca Shrimpton, who will portray the central
characters from the scripture.
“Once Upon a Tree” completes the portrayal of Jesus's journey begun with “Once Upon a
Night”, which the Choir sang during this past Advent. We hope you join us in person or
watch via Facebook Live at FirstParishChurchManchesterMa.

Calendar
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Service and Outreach
The Outreach and Service collection continues for
The Open Door and The Grace Center
Needed:
Baking Mixes - Cake, Brownie, Cookie, Muffin, Pancake
Peanut Butter
Canned Tuna, Chicken, and Turkey
Healthy Snack Items
100% Juice/Juice Boxes
Breakfast Cereal
Hearty Soups
Canned Vegetables and Fruits
Spaghetti Sauce
Macaroni and Cheese
Rice, Noodles, Pasta
Pet Food
Gift Cards from local grocery markets
(Shaw’s, Stop & Shop, Market Basket, etc.)
so they can purchase butter, cream and other perishables
Drop at the Church before Worship or at the Chapel
From the Open Door and the Service and Outreach Committee
The Open Door is looking for volunteers to feed our community.
Consider registering for the following:
Fulfillment Center, 11-1pm
Fulfillment Center, 1-3pm
Pick-Up Assistant, 3-5pm
No Contact Deliveries, 3-5pm
There will also be another SORTING EXTRAVAGANZA on Friday, 10-12pm. We're
looking for 6-8 volunteers to help us sort donations from our generous community.
This opportunity is available to all fully vaccinated volunteers (full onboarding not
required).
Visit VolunteerHub to claim your spot now: http://foodpantry.volunteerhub.com/

First Parish Church, Congregational
P.O. Box 187
Manchester-by-the-Sea, MA 01944

Palm Sunday Worship, “Once Upon a Tree” Cantata
April 10, 10 AM In person, online
The cantata tells the story of Jesus’s final entrance into Jerusalem and portrays the
passion story through His crucifixion to the light of His resurrection.
Maundy (Holy) Thursday, April 14, 7 PM, In person, online
A time of prayer, music, Scripture and Reflection in
Commemoration of The Last Supper and final night of Jesus’ life
Good Friday, April 15, In person & on Zoom, 7 PM
A time of meditation on the “Seven Last Words of Christ”
with prayer, music, and Reflection
Easter Ecumenical Sunrise Service, April 17, 5:59 AM, In person
Singing Beach
Easter Celebration at First Parish, April 17, 10:00 AM
In person and online

