
 

 

FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION 
 
A few days ago, I came across a song I hadn’t heard in quite some time. It 
was the classic from the stage musical, “Man of La Mancha” – “The 
Impossible Dream”. 
 
Sung by the musical’s lead character, Don Quixote, “The Impossible 
Dream” is interspersed throughout the show and represents Quixote’s 
belief system and life’s vision for himself and others. Even after all these 
years, I am still moved by the words of that credo: 
 
“To dream the impossible dream, to fight the unbeatable foe, 
To bear with unbearable sorrow, to run where the brave dare not go. 
To right the unrightable wrong, to love pure and chaste from afar, 
To try when your arms are too weary, to reach the unreachable star.” 
 
So powerful. So inspiring. Yet a major theme of the story is that Don 
Quixote is considered an oddball - completely out of touch with “reality” 
and the rest of society. 
 
Just like us. 
 
As people of faith and followers of Jesus, we are called to believe in and live 
according to a credo that so many consider to be “The Impossible Dream”. 
We are called to believe in and dedicate our lives to bringing about a world 
where God’s ways are the ways of humanity; called to challenge foes like 
violence and poverty that seem unbeatable; bear with and one day 
overcome the great sorrow that the world produces; run to make a 
difference in conflicts where even the brave hesitate to go; right what are 
commonly believed to be unrightable wrongs like oppression and injustice; 
love not just those we are closest to but even the stranger from afar; and 
keep trying to reach that “star” - that vision God and Christ have set before 
us - even when we are weary and questioning whether it is making any 
difference at all. 

Continued… 
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That “Impossible Dream” is what the Advent and Christmas seasons are grounded in. The 
star which led the shepherds to Bethlehem and the newborn child Jesus in Luke’s Gospel 
represents our quest to follow the one who taught and showed us how to live out that 
credo. Our quest, as Don Quixote also sings, is to “follow that star”, to pursue that vision: 
 
“No matter how hopeless, no matter how far, 
To fight for the right without question or pause, 
To be willing to march into hell for a heavenly cause.” 
 
Because during Advent and Christmas, our God once again declares that that dream is not 
“impossible”. 
 
Advent and Christmas Blessings, 
 
Mark 
 
 
WORSHIP NOTES 
 
On the heels of what was a joyful and graceful Sunday, November 21 on which we 
celebrated “Thanksgiving Sunday”, “Pledge Sunday” and the Sacrament of Communion as 
a spiritual community, we began the sacred Season of Advent on Sunday, November 28. 
During these weeks in which we prepare to welcome the birth of Jesus - the embodiment 
of God and God’s ways for us in the Christian spiritual tradition -  our theme for this year 
will be “It’s Better to Light a Candle…” 
 
Borrowing from the quote attributed to people as varied as Confucius and Eleanor 
Roosevelt, “It’s better to light a candle than to curse the darkness”, during each of the four 
Sundays of Advent we will explore one of the theological and spiritual concepts identified 
with the four candles of the Advent Wreath – Hope, Peace, Love and Joy – as it relates to 
our call from God to light candles in the dark spaces and places of our own and others’ 
lives.  
 
On Sunday, December 5, we will celebrate the Sacrament of Communion. 
 
Then, on Sunday, December 19, the Choir will bless us with the Pepper Choplin cantata, 
“Once Upon a Night” during our Worship celebration. 
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On Wednesday, December 22, a special “Silent Nights” Prayer and Meditation time will 
take place at 7pm in the Sanctuary. This time, often referred to in other places as “Blue 
Christmas”, is meant to acknowledge and reflect upon the fact that the Advent and 
Christmas seasons are also a time of struggle for many people due to current and past loss. 
Please consider joining us for this special sacred time.   
 
Christmas Eve, Friday, December 24, will once again feature two Worship celebrations. 
 
At 5pm, a presentation of, “Star Bright - A Christmas Story”, directed by Jeanne Westcott, and 
based on the book by the same name by Allison McGee and Peter Reynolds, will be offered 
for all, but especially for families with children and grandchildren from First Parish and the 
wider community. Carols and solos from Rebecca Shrimpton and Paul Knox will also be a 
part of this special time. 
 
Then, at 7pm, we will welcome Jesus into the world with a candlelight celebration of carols, 
anthems, solos, Scripture and Dramatic Reflection led by Rev. Mark, Dr. Weiss, and the 
First Parish Choir. 
 
Finally, we will conclude our worship celebrations for December with a special “Carol 
Sing” on Sunday, December 26. You will have the chance to request some of your 
“Greatest Christmas Hits”, which Dr. Weiss will lead us in singing all or part of. 
  
   
CURRENT COVID PROTOCOLS TO CONTINUE 
 
Please note that at a special meeting on Tuesday, November 30, the First Parish Church 
Council unanimously voted to continue our current Covid protocols for Sunday 
morning Worship. Even though the Town Board of Health decided to move from an 
indoor mask mandate to a policy of “masks strongly recommended but not mandatory”, 
the Council felt that, considering the start of the holiday travel season, winter weather, and 
the emergence of a new Covid variant, we should continue our current procedure of 
requiring all in attendance to wear masks, with the exception of Rev. Mark, Rebecca and 
Paul when performing solos, and the Choir when they are singing in the front of the 
Chancel. 
 
The Council will continue to assess these protocols on a regular basis. 
 
 



 

 

 
SPIRITUAL GROWTH and EXPLORATION  
 
Bible Study will be held on the following dates in December at 4pm on Zoom: 
 
Thursday, December 2  
Thursday, December 9 
Thursday, December 16 
Thursday, December 23 
 
There will be no Bible Study on Thursday, December 30. 
  
Prayer and Meditation will be offered on Zoom twice in December at 7pm: 
 
Wednesday, December 8 
Wednesday, December 22 
 
Advent Spiritual Exploration 
 
Our next Spiritual Exploration unit will be Advent-themed and begin on Tuesday, 
December 7. 
 
“Oh, Baby!”: Characters in the Advent and Christmas Stories 
 
Tuesdays: December 7, 14 and 21 
7:00-8:15pm on Zoom 
 
Angels, shepherds and kings are just some of the characters we find in the Gospel stories 
surrounding Jesus’ birth. Over the course of these weeks, we will explore a number of these 
characters, examining their words and actions, exploring their role and importance from a 
literary, theological and spiritual perspective, and discussing how they might speak to us in 
our time and place. 
 
As always, you will continue to receive reminders and details on dates, times, and how to 
participate in all our offerings from the Church Office either on the day of or day before 
each gathering. 
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Women’s Fellowship 
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Save the date for these Caroling holiday events! 
 
Friday, December 3 at 6pm, all are welcome to carol during  the town's Christmas By 
The Sea shopping night.   
 
Meet by the church sign and sing to the festive shoppers.   
Music provided. Bring a flashlight, dress warmly, and join us for an hour of fun! 
 
Sunday, December 12, immediately following Worship, join the Caroling Caravan!  
 
We'll drive to homebound members' and sing to them. Bakers needed to provide  
Christmas cookies.  Raise your joyful voice  and boost someone's spirits in this  
heartwarming and fun FPCC tradition. 

Council on Aging  
Thanksgiving Gift Bags 

 
Our volunteers put together 20 

gift bags for the Council on Aging 
to distribute 

to folks in our community. 
 

Thanks to these ladies  
and all who donated! 

 



 

 

PAGE 6 

You are invited to purchase a traditional Poinsettia, (a 6 & 
1/2” plant with 3-6 flowers, $15) to decorate our sanctuary for 
the Christmas services.  
 
The Diaconate also offers the option of making a donation to 
The Diaconate Fund to assist people in our community, who are 
in need.  

 
Following the Christmas Eve service, the plant may be taken home or left to be given to our 
members and friends who are ill or unable to leave their home.   
 
A complete list of donors and those remembered will be included in the Christmas Eve  
bulletin. 
 
I (we) wish to donate a plant(s) please circle one:  
 
In Memory of   In Celebration of   In Honor of  
          
                                                                                                       
Name(s) of Remembered  
 
                                                                                                              
Name(s) of Donor  
 
 
Please check:   _____  I will take plant(s) home 
  
   _____  Please give my plant(s)  
   
   _____  A donation to the Diaconate Fund  
 
 
# of Poinsettia(s) desired: ________     Enclosed: $ _________  
 

Please return order form and payment to the church office, 
or drop in the offering plate by Thursday, December 16  

 
Order online here 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0C4CABA822A1F49-poinsettias2
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Christiane Alsop. Stewardship Reflection Sunday, November 7, 2021 
 
I came here to tell you:   
 
First Parish Church has magic powers. Magic is hard to grasp, and impossible to put into 
words, but I will try and at least hint at some of these powers: 
 
I crave rituals and First Parish Church offers them. Singing and praying with you opens up 
a space inside me. This space allows me to breathe, to feel God’s presence right down to 
my bones. The rituals during our Sunday Services make me feel rooted to the ground, like a 
tree surround by you, my forest.   
 
When life tugs or tears at these roots and threatens to pull them out, you tell me to lean on 
you. I had to undergo surgeries and chemotherapy for cancer treatment. You took care of 
me and my family, wrote cards, delivered meals, offered car rides. This cancer at times 
alienated me from myself to the point where I hid from the world. Yet, never did I shy to 
show up here, no hair on my head, few eye lashes left, and my flesh puffed up from  
steroids. No matter my state on the outside, no matter my state on the inside, you take me 
in any condition. I am telling you. It’s magic.  
 
As the grandchild of a minister, I had the privilege of growing up with faith. When our son 
Ian came into our lives, we wished the same privilege for him. Once again, you offered 
your guidance, and your mentorship. 
 
Your magic bridges gaps as far and wide as the thousands of miles between Manchester 
and the other side of the Atlantic Ocean. When one of my loved ones in Germany is sick 
or dying, I can raise them up in prayer right here during Joys and Concerns and they seem 
just a hug away. My parents’ graves might be far away, but on their birthdays, I can place 
flowers on the altar and because the dedication gets printed in the bulletin, you approach 
me after the service to ask about their lives – and once again, the waters part, the distance 
shrinks, and my loved ones are here with us.  
 
You, in turn, share your joys and your concerns, which makes me feel like being among 
family.  
 
And like in any family, there are misunderstandings, misgivings, quarrels. There was a time 
they threatened to divide us. However, together we learned to listen anew, we practiced 
forgiveness as though for the first time, and once again, the magic happened.   



 

 

A Word from our Music Director 

PAGE 8 

December Birthdays 

Despite my growing up with faith, despite my almost two decades at First Parish Church, 
the Bible had remained a book locked with seven seals. Thanks to Mark, though, and our 
amazing exchanges during bible studies and spiritual education, those seals are now  
breaking open, one by one.  
 
And so my journey with First Parish continues. Over all these years, I came to 
perceive it, to receive it, and learn to pass it on as best I can: God’s grace and the magic 
powers of First Parish Church.  
 
Therefore, the main reason I came here today is to say: Thank you all from the bottom of 
my heart.  
 

 
The excitement of the Christmas season is almost here! Part of First Parish’s activities in 
the month of December will be our choir’s presentation of ‘Once Upon a Night’, by  
Pepper Choplin.  
 

First presented  here in 2019 it tells the story of the birth of Jesus and the great  
anticipation that led to that joyous event. Told through the eyes of Luke (here portrayed 
by Rev. Dr. Mark Boyea) the biblical characters Mary, Elizabeth and Zechariah come to 
life in drama and song.  
 

You will not want to miss this event, which will take place within the worship service on 
December 19, beginning at 10 a.m. 
 

Best wishes for a glorious holiday season!    
Dr. Herman Weiss 

12/01 LARSEN, JOLENE 221 TURNPIKE RD  MONTAQUE MA 01351 jolene.larsen@gmail.com 

12/15 POTTER, HOLLY 1101 HEIGHTS AT CAPE ANN  GLOUCESTER hollyjeanpotter@gmail.com 

12/16 SEITZINGER, NICHOLAS 17 UNIVERSITY LANE  MANCHESTER  

12/19 POTTER, MARK 15 NORWOOD AVE  MANCHESTER markpotter555@gmail.com 

12/20 NICKLESS, GEORGE 124 BRIDGE ST  MANCHESTER georgejune@comcast.net 

12/24 THOMSIN, ANNEKE 140 SCHOOL ST  MANCHESTER  

12/28 STEFANOVICH, LILY 61 FOREST ST  MANCHESTER anapeter2005@yahoo.com 

12/30 DEMOURA, DAVID 47 LEXINGTON AVE  GLOUCESTER ddemoura@comcast.net 



 

 

PAGE 9 



 

 

PAGE 10 

Book Group 

Book group is open to everyone! Consider joining us. We are now meeting again in 
person on the last Monday of the month except for December when we meet earlier due 
to the Christmas holiday.  
 
In December the book discussed will be “Mr. Dickens and His Carol” by Samantha Silva. 
We will share a potluck dinner and a Yankee Swap of a used book. We will meet on  
December 13 at 6:30 PM, at Nancy Peterson’s home, 111 Chebacco Road, South  
Hamilton. Bring along your favorite dish to share and a used book to gift.  
 
This is a time for Church members as well as non-church friends to come together and 
engage with one another, build relationships, and share in a discussion of books that are 
of interest to people of various backgrounds. We have fun visiting, conversing about the 
book and sharing stories and would love to have you join us! 

 
Questions?  Please call Mary Ellen Cook 978-500-0018  

The Annual Fund Drive 2022 letters and pledge cards have been sent. 
If you didn't receive one, please call the Church Office 978-526-7661 ext. 1 or Mary Ellen 

Cook at 978-500-0018 to have another sent or use the one below.  
Cards can be dropped in the offering plate, the mailbox outside the Church Office or 

mailed to P.O. Box 187 Manchester, MA 01944 
Thank you to all who have so generously donated. 



 

 

PAGE 11 

 
First Parish uses candid photos of church activities in its publicity from time to time. Any photos of children 

used will not contain personally identifiable information. Members of the community not wanting their or 
their children’s photos depicted should inform the Church Office. 

Director of  Youth and  

Children’s Ministry Jeanne Westcott 

 
The  Winter  Queen’s  Emporium 
 
Saturday, December 11, the Winter Queens Emporium will be available to children ages 
6-10. Children can choose an item for members of their family for $1 or less and have the 
gifts wrapped. Attendees will take items home to surprise family members on Christmas 
Day. 
 
Volunteers will be needed for this event, please contact Jeanne to volunteer. 
 
Attendees will need to pre-register as the Emporium will only be available between the 
hours of 10a.m. – 2p.m. 
 
All proceeds will be donated to charity.  
 
Hot Chocolate and cookies will be offered. 
 
Social distancing and masks are required. 
 
See the Church’s website to pre-register, www.firstparishchurch.org. 
 
Questions? Contact Jeanne at jeanne.fpchurch@gmail.com. 

mailto:jeanne.fpchurch@gmail.com


 

 

First Parish Church, Congregational 
P.O. Box 187 

 Manchester-by-the-Sea, MA 01944 
 

 

The Outreach and Service collection continues for  
 

The Open Door and The Grace Center 
Baking Mixes - Cake, Brownie, Cookie, Muffin, Pancake  

Peanut Butter 
Canned Tuna, Chicken, and Turkey 

Healthy Snack Items 
100% Juice/Juice Boxes 

Breakfast Cereal 
Hearty Soups 

Canned Vegetables and Fruits 
Spaghetti Sauce 

Macaroni and Cheese 
Rice, Noodles, Pasta 

 
Gift Cards from local grocery markets (Shaw’s, Stop & Shop, Market Basket, etc.) 

so they can purchase butter, cream and other perishables 
  


