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Book Group 

Book Group News  
 
Book Group is a time for church members as well as non-church friends to come  
together and engage with one another, build relationships, and share in a discussion of 
books that are of interest to people of various backgrounds. We have fun visiting,  
conversing about the book and sharing stories and would love to have you join us!  
Book Group meets on the last Monday of the month and hosting is shared among  
members. 
 
Monday, Feb. 27, 6 PM we will discuss “Leaving Lucy Pear” by Anna Solomon at Mary 
Lumsden’s home, 18 Woodcrest Rd. Manchester. RSVP to Mary at 978-500-4571 for 
planning purpose.  
 
A big, heartrending novel about the entangled lives of two women in 1920s New England, both mothers 
to the same unforgettable girl. 
 
One night in 1917 Beatrice Haven sneaks out of her uncle's house on Cape Ann, Massachusetts, leaves 
her newborn baby at the foot of a pear tree, and watches as another woman claims the infant as her own. 
The unwed daughter of wealthy Jewish industrialists and a gifted pianist bound for Radcliffe, Bea plans to 
leave her shameful secret behind and make a fresh start. Ten years later, Prohibition is in full swing,  
post-WWI America is in the grips of rampant xenophobia, and Bea's hopes for her future remain  
unfulfilled. She returns to her uncle’s house, seeking a refuge from her unhappiness. But she discovers far 
more when the rum-running manager of the local quarry inadvertently reunites her with Emma Murphy, 
the headstrong Irish Catholic woman who has been raising Bea's abandoned child—now a bright, bold, 
cross-dressing girl named Lucy Pear, with secrets of her own. 
 
In mesmerizing prose, award-winning author Anna Solomon weaves together an unforgettable group of 
characters as their lives collide on the New England coast. Set against one of America's most turbulent 
decades, Leaving Lucy Pear delves into questions of class, freedom, and the meaning of family, establishing 
Anna Solomon as one of our most captivating storytellers. goodreads 

 



 

 

Use the links below to learn more about First Parish Church online: 
 

Facebook www.facebook.com/FirstParishChurchManchesterMa/ 
Instagram www.instagram.com/fpcmanchesterbythesea/ 
Website www.firstparishchurch.org/ 
YouTube Worship Services 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLUvfURhmsH8lfE13FLaRtWcw-pOTC9T2h 

 
Monday, March 27, 6 PM, at Jill Auld’s home, 53H Trask St. Beverly. Members are  
encouraged to car pool due to limited parking. RSVP to Jill for planning purpose at 
dsajill1@yahoo.com. “Mad Honey” by Jodi Picoult will be discussed. 
 
Olivia McAfee knows what it feels like to start over. Her picture-perfect life—living in Boston, married to 
a brilliant cardiothoracic surgeon, raising a beautiful son, Asher—was upended when her husband revealed 
a darker side. She never imagined she would end up back in her sleepy New Hampshire hometown, living 
in the house she grew up in, and taking over her father's beekeeping business.  
 
Lily Campanello is familiar with do-overs, too. When she and her mom relocate to Adams, New  
Hampshire, for her final year of high school, they both hope it will be a fresh start. And for just a short 
while, these new beginnings are exactly what Olivia and Lily need. Their paths cross when Asher falls for 
the new girl in school, and Lily can’t help but fall for him, too. With Ash, she feels happy for the first time. 
Yet at times, she wonders if she can she trust him completely . . . 
 
Then one day, Olivia receives a phone call: Lily is dead, and Asher is being questioned by the police. Olivia 
is adamant that her son is innocent. But she would be lying if she didn’t acknowledge the flashes of his  
father’s temper in him, and as the case against him unfolds, she realizes he’s hidden more than he’s shared 
with her. Mad Honey is a riveting novel of suspense, an unforgettable love story, and a moving and powerful 
exploration of the secrets we keep and the risks we take in order to become ourselves. goodreads 

Bible Study returns, led by Rev. Kurt Herber, on Thursday, Feb. 16, 4 PM. On Zoom. 
A lively discussion with members locally and spread far and wide. Look for the link to join 
in, sent by email, on Thursday mornings. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/FirstParishChurchManchesterMa/
https://www.instagram.com/fpcmanchesterbythesea/
http://www.firstparishchurch.org/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLUvfURhmsH8lfE13FLaRtWcw-pOTC9T2h


 

 

Seaside Parish Knitters 

The Seaside Parish Knitters meet each 1st and 3rd Thursday (Feb 2 & 16) of the 
month at the Chapel, from 1-5 pm. We welcome all to stop by anytime during that 
time.  
 
Over the years we have enjoyed our time knitting and crocheting items for baptismal 
events at the church, shawls and blankets for friends at home, scarves, neck gators, and 
helmet liners for our veterans in combat, and mittens and hats for Cape Ann children.  
 
We are always looking for knitting needles and yarn that you might be considering 
“casting” aside, especially wool. Contact Penny Lapham at 978-526-7128.  



 

 

Director of  Youth and Children’s Ministry Jeanne Westcott 

Youth Fellowship has launched a new Community Service Project to benefit the clients of 
Action, Inc. Tied Fleece Blankets will offer participants community service hours for 
school, scouts or other clubs and engages youth in caring others who experience security 
hardships. Youth will also work to create Valentines for COA, plan future service and out-
reach projects, and plan monthly outings. Our first outing was to Clay Dreaming in Beverly 
where we painted pottery pieces in a relaxing couple of hours. Tell your friends about 
Youth Fellowship. We meet for dinner and a meeting of the minds each month. 
 
Sunday School meets in the first classroom on the right in the Sunday School wing in the 
Chapel building. After the Children’s Message in the 10:00 am Sunday Service, the children 
and teachers walk to the Chapel building for prayer, story, song, games, art and fellowship. 
We use a multi-age group model allowing older children to serve as models and assistants 
for younger ones. Each lesson reflects on biblical ideologies that can be applied to real life, 
such as caring for others, making good choices and accepting responsibility for mistakes. 
Sunday School is available for children ages 3-12. Registration can be done by contacting 
Jeanne Westcott, Director of Youth and Children’s Ministries, at 
Jeanne.fpchurch@gmail.com 

Do you remember Sunday school? 
Well we are still here, still teaching 

bible stories, still providing fun  
activities, still in our sunny Chapel 

building for your children and  
grandchildren!  

#sundayschool #sundayschoolcrafts 
#sundayschoolfun 

#sundayschoollessons 
#sundaymorning #sundaymornings 

#childrensbible #biblestories 
#sundayschoolfriends 

#sundayschoolkids #firstparish 
#firstparishchurch #manchester 

#manchesterbythesea 
#manchesterbytheseama #jesus 

#Jesus 

mailto:jeanne.fpchurch@gmail.com


 

 

Service and Outreach 

The Outreach and Service collections continue for  
The Open Door, The Grace Center and Operation Troop Support 

 
The Open Door Needs 

Baking Mixes - Cake, Brownie, Cookie, Muffin, Pancake  
Peanut Butter 

Canned Tuna, Chicken, and Turkey 
Healthy Snack Items 

100% Juice/Juice Boxes 
Breakfast Cereal 

Hearty Soups 
Canned Vegetables and Fruits 

Spaghetti Sauce 
Macaroni and Cheese 
Rice, Noodles, Pasta 

Pet Food 
 

The Grace Center Needs 
Gift Cards from local grocery markets  

(Shaw’s, Stop & Shop, Market Basket, etc.) 
so they can purchase butter, cream and other perishables 

 
Troop Needs for February 

Crossword puzzles, books, playing cards, electronic games.  
 

Drop at the Church before Worship or at the Chapel  



 

 

Misc. 

First Parish uses candid photos of Church activities in its publicity from time to time. Any 
photos of children used will not contain personally identifiable information. Members of 
the community not wanting their or their children’s photos depicted should inform the 

Manchester Seniors - Drop in for  
Coffee and Conversation 

 

Every Monday (except holidays) 10 AM-12 PM 
at the First Parish Chapel Hall  

 

Hospitality provided by The Friends of The Manchester Council on Aging 
Come sit down and talk! 

 

Visiting Nurses Health Clinic  
Held the 1st & 3rd Thursdays of the month, 10 - 11:45 AM at First Parish Chapel Hall.  

Services offered include: health assessments, blood pressure screenings, B12  
administration, pulse, heart and lung monitoring, blood sugar screenings for  

diabetics, medication and diet consults. Drop in. Free.  

Contribute to the work of First Parish Church by going to http://www.PayPal.Me/
FPChurchManchester and clicking the “send” button.   
 

Readers and Greeters are always needed. To volunteer speak to the Deacons, or you 
can also sign up online. https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c4caba822a1f49-
diaconate 
 

First Parish is looking for help with streaming. Full training is provided! Not sure? Sign 
up to be an assistant to the volunteer who is streaming. We need your help to continue 
to provide online access to Worship services. Sign up here or contact Richard Smith at 
richard.w.smith@gmail.com. 
 

Our Online Prayer Wall Give it a try! Request prayers and pray for others through the 
Prayer Wall on our website. Feel more connected to the Joys and Concerns of our  
congregation, and hear what's on each other's hearts. You will be touched to receive  
notifications every time someone prays for you. 
https://www.firstparishchurch.org/prayer-wall/ 
 

If you would like to donate flowers for the altar, please contact Penny Lapham 978-526
-7128. It is a great way to honor an event or remember a family member. 

http://www.PayPal.Me/FPChurchManchester
http://www.PayPal.Me/FPChurchManchester
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c4caba822a1f49-diaconate
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c4caba822a1f49-diaconate
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c4caba822a1f49-diaconate
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0C4CABA822A1F49-sunday2
mailto:richard.w.smith@gmail.com
https://www.firstparishchurch.org/prayer-wall/


 

 

February Birthdays 

Jazz, Gospel and Spirit 
In observance of Black History Month, the music for our February 5 service will feature 
music by African-American composers William Grant Still, Florence Price and Charles 
Albert Tindley. In our third year of living with Covid - while we continue to transition to 
a 'new normal' - the music for this service is centered around the theme of personal loss 
and transition and moving from the darkness of grief to hope. We will welcome our guest 
music director Bonnie Anderson; Rebecca Shrimpton will provide solos and our choir 
will sing a wonderful new anthem in gospel style. 
 

Then we will enjoy another great Jazz Sunday Celebration on February 19.  Join us as we 
raise the sanctuary roof in song and praise!  Featuring the First Parish Choir singing a 
rousing version of the spiritual, "I'll Fly Away" and the soulful jazz classic "Cristo Reden-
tor," plus New Orleans-inspired hymns and solos.  Led by vocalist Rebecca Shrimpton 
with guest musicians Brian Price (tenor sax), Tom Palance (trumpet), Carolyn Wilkins 
(piano), Dave Landoni (bass), and Russell Lane (drums).  
 

FPCC regulars, please reach out to your “Christmas and Easter” friends and invite them 
to join you for these special events that will brighten our cold February.  They will enjoy 
it!   The Music Program at FPCC is eager to play its part in the outreach to our commu-
nity.  Help yourselves and your friends and neighbors recover from the Covid-induced 
losses and renew connections.  Music breaks down barriers and gives you something to 
share with friends.  Don’t be stingy! Share it! 

Music 

02/01 WEAVER, PATRICK 12 ALLEN AVE  MANCHESTER  

02/02 POWERS, JENNIFER 8 STORY ROAD  MAGNOLIA MA 01930 danajenpowers@gmail.com 

02/14 GRIFFITHS, LYNDA 16B MORSE COURT  MANCHESTER lynda.griffiths@verizon.net 

02/17 LONDON, LINDY P.O. BOX. 23  MANCHESTER lindylondon12@aol.com 

02/23 BENINCASA, BONNIE 
25 HICKORY HILL ROAD  MANCHES-
TER 

bonnie.benincasa@gmail.com 

02/24 HESLOP, ANN 34 NORWOOD AVE  MANCHESTER ann@heslopfamily.com 

02/28 WILKINSON, BENJAMIN 47 FOREST ST  MANCHESTER  

    



 

 

Stephen Ministry 

The Stephen Ministry at First Parish Continues to Develop - 
 
Organization of the Stephen Ministry at First Parish continues to gain momentum.   Two 
of us are taking 25 hour online training courses with the headquarters in St. Louis, and a 
broader group is meeting regularly. 
 
As we hope the congregation is aware, the Stephen Ministry—named for Stephen, who in 
Acts 6 was appointed to assist members of the community suffering acute hardships—is a 
50-year-old interdenominational Christian tradition.  The service trains lay members of the 
congregation in psychology and theology to be a Christian presence with any in the com-
munity suffering acute challenges.  Typical examples would include bereavement, divorce, 
terminal illness, substance abuse, or mental illness.  Fully details of the program are here:   
Stephen Ministries 
 
A Stephen Minister’s objective is not to “solve” the challenge but rather to ensure that 
none feel alone in their struggles.  (Jesus, after all, did not come to “fix” all of our  
challenges, but rather to be with us in our struggles.)  At the same time, the Stephen  
Ministry in a congregation develops a network of specialized services suitable to assist  
individuals with specific problems.  For example, someone struggling with alcoholism 
would be introduced to a local AA group, while the Stephen Minister would continue to 
meet with that individual as a friend and witness. 
 
The team is currently working closely with the Outreach & Service Committee and the 
Care Team on this project.  Outreach and Service has made a generous financial  
contribution to cover startup costs.  For the near term, as the leadership is trained and the 
program develops, our intention is to augment the work of the Care Team, support Rev. 
Kurt, and develop our network of local services to which we can refer people for  
specialized support.  Our tentative expectation is that during the current program year we 
will assist people within the congregation, with the goal of offering a fully trained and  
developed service to the broader local community in the following program year. 
 
Currently the group meets virtually at 5 pm the first and third Tuesdays of each month to 
develop the program.  In person training and social events will follow!  There are many 
ways to participate depending upon your gifts and availability, so if you think you might be 
interested, email scarh10428@aol.com to receive and email Zoom invitation.  If you would 
like to discuss the program in greater detail, call Linda Crosby at 978-314-1526 or Steve 
Carhart at 978-407-8454. 



 

 

A light lunch will be provided by the Deacons. 
Read the report here 

 FIRST PARISH CHURCH CONGREGATIONAL 
 United Church of Christ 

 Manchester-by-the-Sea, Massachusetts 
 WARRANT FOR ANNUAL MEETING 

 February 12, 2023 
 

TO:  Active Members of the First Parish Church, Congregational, United Church of Christ, 
Manchester-By-The-Sea, Massachusetts. 
You are hereby notified to meet in the Church or Zoom Conferencing immediately  
following Worship Service on Sunday, February 12, 2023 for the following purposes: 
 

To wit:  
ARTICLE I: To accept the report of the Annual Business Meeting held on February 13, 

2022. 
 

ARTICLE II: To accept the report of the Annual Meeting held on June 5, 2022. 
 

ARTICLE III: To accept the report of the Special Meeting held on December 4, 2022. 
 

ARTICLE IV:  To hear the recommendations of the Nominating Committee and to elect 
officers, board and committee members of the church. 

 

ARTICLE V: To see what action the Church will take in regard to the budget proposal 
for 2023 as submitted by the Church Council. 

 

ARTICLE VI: To authorize the Board of Trustees to transfer up to $25,000 (in addition 
to the 4% that is withdrawn each year) from the Endowment Fund to the 
General Operating Fund if it becomes necessary during 2023. 

 

ARTICLE VII: To hear and act upon the reports of officers, boards, committees, and 
organizations connected with the church. 

 

ARTICLE VIII: To hear and act upon the recommendation of the Church Council that the 
regular Sunday Service from July 2 to September 3 inclusive, shall start at 9:00 
a.m. 

 

ARTICLE IX: To hear and act upon any other business, financial or otherwise, that may 
come before the meeting. 

 

Respectfully submitted; George A Nickless, Clerk 

https://www.firstparishchurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/20230206120603369.pdf


 

 



 

 

First Parish Church, Congregational 
P.O. Box 187 

 Manchester-by-the-Sea, MA 01944 
 

Jazz Sunday Celebration February 19 
 

Join us as we raise the sanctuary roof  in song and 
praise!  Featuring the First Parish Choir singing a rousing 

version of  the spiritual, “I'll Fly Away” and the  
soulful jazz classic “Cristo Redentor” plus New Orleans-inspired 

hymns and solos.   
 

Led by vocalist Rebecca Shrimpton with guest musicians Brian Price 
(tenor sax), Tom Palance (trumpet), Carolyn Wilkins (piano), Dave 

Landoni (bass), and Russell Lane (drums).  


