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Ringing of the Bell and Lighting of the Candles 
  
Prelude Andante, from Piano Concerto #2 in F, op. 102 -Dmitri 
Shostakovich (1906-1975) 
 

Please maintain a prayerful quiet during the prelude as we prepare our hearts for 
worship. 

 
* Call to Worship  
One: The time of gathering is here. 
Many: We have come from far and wide to offer our praise to God  
for God’s many blessings to us.  
One: Shouts of joy! Songs of devotion! Words of hope and love! 
Many: These are moments of thanksgiving. We pour out our gratitude. 
One: On this day of the harvest we bring our gifts to you, O God.  
You have brought us into this place of plenty and possibility. 
Many: The Lord is our God. Our creator. We are God’s people, led by 
God’s love. 
All: As we receive God’s gifts in gratitude may we live lives of helpful 
service to others.  
 
Welcome 
First Parish Church is rooted in the Congregational tradition of democratic governance and the 
full inclusion and participation of all who call this their spiritual home. We take seriously the 
responsibility to make the Christian faith our own in this time and place, and seek to live lives of 
generous service.  
 
* Opening Hymn I Sing the Mighty Power of God - #12, NCH 
 
Prayer of Invocation  
 
* Passing of the Peace 
 
Anthem – For the Beauty of the Earth – John Rutter (1945) 
For the beauty of the earth, for the beauty of the skies, for the love which 
our birth over and around us lies: Lord of all to thee we raise this, our joyful 
hymn of praise. For the beauty of each hour of the day and of the night, hill 
and vale and trees and flower, sun and moon and stars of light: Lord of all 



to thee we raise this, our joyful hymn of praise. For the joy of human love, 
brother, sister, parent, child, friends on earth and friends above, for all 
gentle thoughts and mild: Lord of all to thee we raise this, our joyful hymn 
of praise. For each perfect gift of thine, to our race so freely given, graces 
human and divine flowers of earth and buds of heav’n: Lord of all to thee 
we raise this, our joyful hymn of praise 
 
Prayer Intentions 
  
Pastoral Prayer 
 
The Lord's Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
Meditation Consideration – Thomas A. Dorsey (1899-1993) 
Rebecca Shrimpton, solo 
I have no one, to which I run, only the Lord whom I can turn. Lord, in your 
vast consideration, consider me. Tide rolling high billows defy, Lord, hear 
my pleading, don't pass me by. Lord, when you smile on all creation, 
consider me. Mad winds may blow; mad breakers roar; they beat on every 
side. One thing I know and to be sure in Thee my soul can hide. When I'm 
alone without a home, friends and my loved ones all are gone. Lord, when 
you give out heav'n reservations, consider me. You know my need, you 
know my deeds, you know my wishes, let me succeed. Lord, when you 
bless those of the nation, consider me. When in the storm let me be calm, 
trusting Thy promise, do help me on. Lord, when the world break all 
relations, consider me. Lighten may flash; wild waves may dash; the 
tempest raging high. Send from above whispers of love; attend my feeble 
cry. The day will come, life will be done, Lord in your presence let me be 
one. Lord, when you give out heav'n reservations, consider me. 
 
Scripture Reading Paul Clark 
Deuteronomy 26:1-11 
1 “When you have come into the land that the LORD your God is giving you 
as an inheritance to possess and you possess it and settle in it, 2 you shall 
take some of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest from 
the land that the LORD your God is giving you, and you shall put it in a 
basket and go to the place that the LORD your God will choose as a 
dwelling for his name. 3 You shall go to the priest who is in office at that 



time and say to him, ‘Today I declare to the LORD your God that I have 
come into the land that the LORD swore to our ancestors to give us.’ 4 When 
the priest takes the basket from your hand and sets it down before the altar 
of the LORD your God, 5 you shall make this response before the LORD your 
God: ‘A wandering Aramean was my ancestor; he went down into Egypt 
and lived there as an alien, few in number, and there he became a great 
nation, mighty and populous. 6 When the Egyptians treated us harshly and 
afflicted us, by imposing hard labor on us, 7 we cried to the LORD, the God 
of our ancestors; the LORD heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, 
and our oppression. 8 The LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand 
and an outstretched arm, with a terrifying display of power, and with signs 
and wonders; 9 and he brought us into this place and gave us this land, a 
land flowing with milk and honey. 10 So now I bring the first of the fruit of the 
ground that you, O LORD, have given me.’ You shall set it down before 
the LORD your God and bow down before the LORD your God. 11 Then you, 
together with the Levites and the aliens who reside among you, shall 
celebrate with all the bounty that the LORD your God has given to you and 
to your house. 
 
Philippians 4:4-9 
4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5 Let your gentleness 
be known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about 
anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus. 
 
8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is 
commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of 
praise, think about these things. 9 As for the things that you have learned 
and received and heard and noticed in me, do them, and the God of peace 
will be with you. 
 
Sermon “Remember, Rejoice, Respond” Rev. Katherine Schofield 
 
Invitation to the Offering 
 
Offertory Anthem – Listen to the People Singing – Pepper Choplin 
Listen to the people join in singing, halle, sing hallelujah. Come and rejoice 
in the song they’re bringing, halle, sing hallelujah. Listen to the people join 
in singing, halle, sing hallelujah. Come and rejoice in the song they’re 
bringing, halle, sing hallelujah. Praise, praise, praise in joyful celebration. 



Raise, raise, raise your voices in song. Shout, shout, shout to the rock of 
our salvation. Sing, sing, sing your praise to the Lord. Praise the Lord. 
Listen to the people join in singing, halle, sing hallelujah. Come and rejoice 
in the song they’re singing, halle, sing hallelujah.  Praise, praise, praise in 
joyful celebration. Raise, raise, raise your voices in song. Shout, shout, 
shout to the rock of our salvation. Sing, sing, sing your praise to the Lord. 
Sing your raise to the Lord, praise the Lord, come praise the Lord. 
 
* Doxology #780 NCH 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures here below, 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen. 
 
Prayer of Dedication and Consecration 
One: Source of every good thing, light and love come from you. You have 
created us and you continue to breathe life into us through the power of 
your holy spirit. Holy God,   
Many: We dedicate this offering of gifts and pledges - and we dedicate 
ourselves - to the work of building your realm here on earth. 
One: You have given us so much. May this collection be used wisely and 
diligently so that your love may be known widely. Holy God, 
Many: We dedicate this offering of gifts and pledges - and we dedicate 
ourselves - to the work of building your realm here on earth. 
 
Hymn Come, O Thankful People, Come - #422, NCH 
 
* Blessing 
 
Closing Song God Bless You and Keep You – Jay Althouse (1951) 
God bless you and keep you wherever you may go; His love be a constant 
companion. God lead you and guide you and be at your side. God bless 
you and keep you forever. 
 
* Indicates the congregation is invited to rise in body or in spirit 
 
Our Deacons are Nancy Peterson and John Feuerbach. 
 
Our Greeters are Wendy and Paul Clark. 
 
Paul, Cheryl and Jan donated the flowers on the altar this morning “in 
celebration of our 40th year of membership at First Parish”. 
 



Join us following worship for coffee and conversation. 
 
Welcome to all who are new to our Worship time. To join our mailing 
list please fill out a “Welcome Card” to place in the collection plate or 
contact office.fpchurch@gmail.com, 978-526-7661 x 1 
 
You can contribute to the good work of First Parish Church or pay your 
pledge @PayPal.Me/FPChurchManchester or Venmo to @FirstParish-
Church 
 
Stephen's Ministry First Parish Stephen Ministers are highly trained lay 
volunteers who stand ready to provide confidential, one on one presence 
and counsel for anyone facing a life challenge such as divorce, job loss, 
major illness, or bereavement, under the direction of our Minister.  This 
service also provides referrals to local agencies which can provide tangible 
assistance for needs such as housing, energy, or medical care.  This 
program is part of the national interdenominational Christian movement 
described here: stephenministries.org. If you or anyone you know might 
benefit from this service, please contact Rev. Katherine or Stephen 
Leaders Linda Crosby (978-314-1526) and Steve Carhart (978-407-8454).  
 
Faith Formation Opportunities for All Ages Through study and prayer 
and service, we aspire to love God “with all our heart, soul, mind, and 
strength.” From the youngest toddlers, to the wisest Elders, we each are 
called to grow in our faith and understanding. 

Family Worship (second Sunday of the month) children of all ages 
stay in worship for these special intergenerational services. 

Church School (all other Sundays) children depart from worship 
around 10:15a for their own time of learning, crafting, sharing and playing. 

Weekly Bible Study (meets on Tuesdays, 3:30-4:45p via Zoom). We 
study scripture together, utilizing resources from a variety of traditions, and 
seeking meaning for our daily lives. 
 
The Seaside Parish Knitters meet each 1st and 3rd Thursday of the 
month, Nov. 6 & 20, 1-3 PM. We welcome all to stop by. Over the years we 
have enjoyed our time knitting and crocheting items for baptismal events at 
the church, shawls and blankets for friends at home, scarves, neck gators, 
and helmet liners for our veterans in combat, and mittens and hats for 
Cape Ann children. We are always looking for knitting needles and yarn 
that you might be considering “casting” aside, especially wool. Contact 
Penny Lapham at 978-526-7128.  
 
 



Hands on Community Service, all items can be dropped at the Chapel 
or Church – 

● First Parish Church serves dinner at The Open Door, Gloucester, 
Emerson Ave. Gloucester, monthly. Sign up at 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0C4CABA822A1F49-
54306850-open or speak with Coordinator Jim Brennan 978-580-
9623. 

● Operation Troop Support Socks, any size any color. Small board 
and card games.  

● The Open Door Pantry items welcome. Pancake & waffle mix, maple 
syrup, 100% fruit juice. They are also grateful for bake mixes 
including muffin mixes. 

● The Grace Center welcomes gift cards from local grocery markets to 
help the center provide cream, butter and other perishables. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0C4CABA822A1F49-54306850-open
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0C4CABA822A1F49-54306850-open


Book Group -  
We will meet on November 24th at Liz Loomis’ home, 34 Bennett St. 
Manchester, to discuss “All the Colors of the Dark” by Chris Whitaker. 
RSVP to Liz at (978) 902-6249 or loomisliz@hotmail.com. 
 
Upcoming – December TBD, Nancy Peterson’s home, When the World 
Fell Silent by Donna Jones Alward 
January 26, Mary Ellen Cook’s home, The Grimkes: The Legacy of Slavery 
in an American Family by Kerri K. Greenidge 
Book Group is a time for church members as well as non-church friends to 
come together and engage with one another, build relationships, and share 
in a discussion of books that are of interest to people of various 
backgrounds. Book Group usually meets on the last Monday of the month, 
at 6:30 PM, and hosting is shared among members. 
 

The 2025 Stewardship Annual Fund Drive launched with  
testimonials during worship in November, thank you to all who 

shared. You should have received your appeal letter and pledge 
card in the mail. Questions can be directed to Mary Ellen Cook. 

 
  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annual Fund Drive 2026  
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Address: 
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