"-k.: A _.l.(crm'z.n,"r ’W
82008 Lisa Greenleaf

Ffirgt Parish Chureh, Congregational
®On the Village Green
Manchester -by -the -Sea, Hlagsachugetts

Awaken to the Light and Love of God;
Be a Joyful Beacon to the World



First Parish Church, Congregational
United Church of Christ
Worship, Sunday, November 16, 2025
10:00 am

Ringing of the Bell and Lighting of the Candles

Prelude Fanfare for the Common Man — Aaron Copland (1900-1990); arr.
Roger Brison

Please maintain a prayerful quiet during the prelude as we prepare our hearts for
worship.

* Call to Worship (based on Psalm 90)

One: Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations.
Many: Before the mountains were brought forth

Or ever you had formed the earth and the world,

From everlasting to everlasting you are God.

One: For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past,
Or like a watch in the night.

Many: You sweep them away; they are like a dream.

One: So teach us to count our days that we may gain a wise heart.
Many: Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love,

so that we may rejoice and be glad all our days.

Welcome

First Parish Church is rooted in the Congregational tradition of democratic governance and the
full inclusion and participation of all who call this their spiritual home. We take seriously the
responsibility to make the Christian faith our own in this time and place, and seek to live lives of
generous service.

* Opening Hymn Come, Let Us Join with Faithful Souls - #383, NCH
Prayer of Invocation
* Passing of the Peace

Solo - A Simple Song (from ‘Mass’) - Leonard Bernstein (1918-1990), lyrics
by Stephen Schwartz and Leonard Bernstein

Rebecca Shrimpton, solo

Sing God a simple song: Lauda, Laude. Make it up as you go along Lauda,
Laude. Sing like you like to sing. God loves all simple things, for God is the
simplest of all. | will sing the Lord a new song to praise Him, to bless Him,



to bless the Lord. | will sing His praises while | live all of my days. Blessed
is the one who loves the Lord, blessed is the one who praises Him. Lauda,
Lauda, Laude... And walks in His ways. | will lift up my eyes to the hills from
whence comes my help. | will lift up my voice to the Lord, singing Lauda,
Laude; for the Lord is my shade, is the shade upon my right hand, and the
sun shall not smite me by day, nor the moon by night. Blessed is the one
who loves the Lord, Lauda, Lauda, Lauden and walks in His ways. Lauda,
Lauda, Laude, Lauda, Lauda di da di day... All of my days.

Prayer Intentions
Pastoral Prayer

The Lord's Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Meditation Prelude #2, in C Sharp Minor — George Gershwin (1898-1937)
Dr. Herman Weiss, piano

Scripture Reading Alice Gould

Exodus 31:12-17

2The Lord said to Moses, "®“You yourself are to speak to the Israelites,
‘You shall surely keep my Sabbaths, for this is a sign between me and you
throughout your generations, given in order that you may know that I,

the Lord, sanctify you. ' You shall keep the Sabbath, because it is holy for
you; everyone who profanes it shall be put to death; whoever does any
work on it shall be cut off from among the people. '° Six days shall work be
done, but the seventh day is a Sabbath of solemn rest, holy to the Lord;
whoever does any work on the Sabbath day shall be put to

death. "® Therefore the Israelites shall keep the Sabbath, observing the
Sabbath throughout their generations, as a perpetual covenant. ' It is a
sign forever between me and the Israelites that in six days the Lord made
heaven and earth, and on the seventh day he rested and was refreshed.’”

Isaiah 58:13-14
31f you refrain from trampling the Sabbath,

from pursuing your own interests on my holy day;
if you call the Sabbath a delight



and the holy day of the LORD honorable;
if you honor it, not going your own ways,
serving your own interests or pursuing your own affairs;
4 then you shall take delight in the LORD,
and | will make you ride upon the heights of the earth;
| will feed you with the heritage of your ancestor Jacob,
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.

Sermon “Time Set Apart” Rev. Katherine Schofield

Stewardship Reflection: Liz Loomis

Invitation to the Offering

Anthem - Alleluia — Randall Thompson (1899-1984)

* Doxology #780 NCH

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,

Praise Him all creatures here below,

Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen.

Prayer of Dedication

Hymn We Shall Overcome - #570, NCH

* Blessing

Closing Song God Bless You and Keep You — Jay Althouse (1951)
God bless you and keep you wherever you may go; His love be a constant
companion. God lead you and guide you and be at your side. God bless

you and keep you forever.

* Indicates the congregation is invited to rise in body or in spirit

Our Deacons are Nancy Peterson and Liz Loomis.

Our Greeters are Alice Gould and Lilia Puerto.

Join us following worship for coffee and conversation.



Welcome to all who are new to our Worship time. To join our mailing
list please fill out a “Welcome Card” to place in the collection plate or
contact office.fpchurch@gmail.com, 978-526-7661 x 1

Upcoming Pastor-Parish Relations Committee Meeting

The PPRC exists to promote a healthy, faithful, shared ministry between
the pastor and congregants. To that end, the committee meets regularly
with Rev. Katherine, and is available as a confidential resource to the
congregation offering a discrete sounding board for concerns. The PPRC
also provides input to the Executive Committee as part of their annual
Pastor evaluation. The PPRC will meet mid-November so if you have
anything you'd like to share please seek out Sandy Bodmer-Turner, Adrian
Argento or Paul Knox in the next two weeks.

You can contribute to the good work of First Parish Church or pay your
pledge @PayPal.Me/FPChurchManchester or use the Venmo code to the
right

Stephen's Ministry First Parish Stephen Ministers are highly trained lay
volunteers who stand ready to provide confidential, one on one presence
and counsel for anyone facing a life challenge such as divorce, job loss,
major illness, or bereavement, under the direction of our Minister. This
service also provides referrals to local agencies which can provide tangible
assistance for needs such as housing, energy, or medical care. This
program is part of the national interdenominational Christian movement
described here: stephenministries.org. If you or anyone you know might
benefit from this service, please contact Rev. Katherine or Stephen
Leaders Linda Crosby (978-314-1526) and Steve Carhart (978-407-8454).

Faith Formation Opportunities for All Ages Through study and prayer
and service, we aspire to love God “with all our heart, soul, mind, and
strength.” From the youngest toddlers, to the wisest Elders, we each are
called to grow in our faith and understanding.

Family Worship (second Sunday of the month) children of all ages
stay in worship for these special intergenerational services.

Church School (all other Sundays) children depart from worship
around 10:15a for their own time of learning, crafting, sharing and playing.

Weekly Bible Study (meets on Tuesdays, 3:30-4:45p via Zoom). We
study scripture together, utilizing resources from a variety of traditions, and
seeking meaning for our daily lives.



Hands on Community Service, all items can be dropped at the Chapel
or Church —

e First Parish Church serves dinner at The Open Door, Gloucester,
Emerson Ave. Gloucester, monthly. Sign up at
https://www.signupgenius.com/qo/30E0C4CABA822A1F49-
54306850-open or speak with Coordinator Jim Brennan 978-580-
9623.

e Operation Troop Support Socks, any size any color. Small board
and card games.

e The Open Door Pantry items welcome. Pancake & waffle mix, maple
syrup, 100% fruit juice. They are also grateful for bake mixes
including muffin mixes.

e The Grace Center welcomes gift cards from local grocery markets to
help the center provide cream, butter and other perishables.

The Seaside Parish Knitters meet each 1st and 3rd Thursday of the
month, Nov. 6 & 20, 1-3 PM. We welcome all to stop by. Over the years we
have enjoyed our time knitting and crocheting items for baptismal events at
the church, shawls and blankets for friends at home, scarves, neck gators,
and helmet liners for our veterans in combat, and mittens and hats for
Cape Ann children. We are always looking for knitting needles and yarn
that you might be considering “casting” aside, especially wool. Contact
Penny Lapham at 978-526-7128.

Book Group -

We will meet on November 24" at Liz Loomis’ home, 34 Bennett St.
Manchester, to discuss “All the Colors of the Dark” by Chris Whitaker.
RSVP to Liz at (978) 902-6249 or loomisliz@hotmail.com.

Upcoming —

December TBD, Nancy Peterson’s home, When the World Fell Silent by
Donna Jones Alward

January 26, Mary Ellen Cook’s home, The Grimkes: The Legacy of Slavery
in an American Family by Kerri K. Greenidge

February 23rd, Conference Room, Bible TBA

March 30th, Heather Reid’s home, The Glassmaker by Tracy Chevalier
April 27th, Carol Spence’s home, The Chaperone by Laura Moriarty

May 25th, Lauren Gudonis’ home, Finding Margaret Fuller by Allison Pataki
June 29th, Mary Lumsden’s home, Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and
Redemption by Bryan Stevenson

Below is our Book Group Supplemental Reading List - these books
didn't make the cut but are good reading -


https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0C4CABA822A1F49-54306850-open
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0C4CABA822A1F49-54306850-open
mailto:loomisliz@hotmail.com

Pride and Prejudice, Jane Austen

Shy Creatures, Claire Chambers

The House is on Fire, Rachel Beanland
Beneath Scarlet Sky, Mark Sullivan

The Orchard, Adelle Kitty Roberts

A Piece of the World, Christina Baker Kline
The Nickel Boys, Colson Whitehead

The Rowans, Beverly Cooper Pierce

The Mirror Cracked, Agatha Christie

Don't Let Him In, Lisa Jewel

Book Group is a time for church members as well as non-church friends to
come together and engage with one another, build relationships, and share
in a discussion of books that are of interest to people of various
backgrounds. Book Group usually meets on the last Monday of the month,
at 6:30 PM, and hosting is shared among members.

Advent: A Season of Preparation

BEGINS SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30TH



The 2025 Stewardship Annual Fund
Drive has launched with ASREC/}E,CJ;DHAAS
testimonials during worship in
November. Thank you to all who have

and will share. USE IL TO
You should have received your appeal ONE ANOTHER
. . AS GOOD
letter and pledge card in the mail.
: : or GCOD'D
Consecration Sunday is November VARIED CRACE:

23" and we invite everyone to bring their
pledge card that day for a blessing by
Rev. Katherine.

Not Consumed 2016

Annual Fund Drive 2026

Name:

Email:

Address:

Pledge:




