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First Parish Church, Congregational 
United Church of Christ 

Worship, 10 AM. Sunday, November 30, 2025 
Advent 1 - Hope 

 
 
Ringing of the Bell and Lighting of the Candles 
  
Prelude *Carol of the Bells – Mycola Leontovich (1877-1921) – The 
Subtleties 
 

Please maintain a prayerful quiet during the prelude as we prepare our hearts for 
worship. 

 
* Call to Worship and Advent Wreath Lighting Mary and David 
Lumsden 
One: Something’s coming. 
Many: We’re waiting. We’re eager. 
One: It’s more than presents. 
Many: It’s more than lights. 
One: We open the Book of Hope and read the promise. 
Many: God will be with us. 
One: Our hearts are glad; we trust God’s holy name. 
Many: God’s never-ending love surrounds us. 
One: Today we light the candle of Hope. 
(Light the first candle.) 
All: Our hope is in the Lord. 
 
Welcome 
First Parish Church is rooted in the Congregational tradition of democratic governance and the 
full inclusion and participation of all who call this their spiritual home. We take seriously the 
responsibility to make the Christian faith our own in this time and place, and seek to live lives of 
generous service.  
 
* Opening Hymn O Come, O Come Emmanuel - #116, NCH 
 
Prayer of Invocation (Unison) 
All: Christ comes! – 
In the word on the street and in the word that forgives, 
Christ comes. 
At the end of the day, at the ultimate end, 
Christ Jesus lives and leads. God be praised.  
 
* Passing of the Peace 
 



Solo I Wonder As I Wander – John Jacob Niles (1892-1980) 
Rebecca Shrimpton, solo 
I wonder as I wander, out under the sky, how Jesus the Savior did come for 
to die. For poor on’ry people like you and like I…I wonder as I wander, out 
under the sky. When Mary birthed Jesus, ‘twas in a cow’s stall, with wise 
men and farmers and shepherds and all. But high from God’s heaven a 
star’s light did fall, and the promise of ages it then did recall. If Jesus had 
wanted for any wee thing - a star in the sky or a bird on the wing or all of 
God’s angels in heav’n to sing, He surely could have it, ‘cause He was the 
King. I wonder as I wander, out under the sky, how Jesus the Savior did 
come for to die. For poor on’ry people like you and like I…I wonder as I 
wander, out under the sky. 
 
Prayer Intentions 
  
Pastoral Prayer 
 
The Lord's Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
Meditation **Silent Night – Franz Xavier Gruber (1787-1863); original 
words by Joseph Mohr - The Subtleties 
 
Scripture Reading Andrea Kunst Matthew 24: 36-44 
36 “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37 For as the days of Noah were, 
so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For as in the days before the 
flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until 
the day Noah entered the ark, 39 and they knew nothing until the flood came 
and swept them all away, so, too, will be the coming of the Son of 
Man. 40 Then two will be in the field; one will be taken, and one will be 
left. 41 Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken, and 
one will be left. 42 Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on what 
day your Lord is coming. 43 But understand this: if the owner of the house 
had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have 
stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44 Therefore 
you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not 
expect. 
 
Sermon “The Almost. The Not Yet.” Rev. Katherine Schofield 



 
Invitation to the Offering 
 
Offertory Anthem – And the Glory of the Lord (from ‘The Messiah’)  
– G. F. Handel (1685-1759) 
And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it 
together: for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it. (Isaiah 40:5) 
 
* Doxology #780 NCH 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures here below, 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen. 
 
Prayer of Dedication  
 
Hymn Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus - #122, NCH 
 
* Blessing 
 
Closing Song God Bless You and Keep You – Jay Althouse (1951) 
God bless you and keep you wherever you may go; His love be a constant 
companion. God lead you and guide you and be at your side. God bless 
you and keep you forever. 
 
* Indicates the congregation is invited to rise in body or in spirit 
 
 
Musical Notes: The Subtleties is an upper-range a cappella group from 
Dartmouth College located in Hanover, New Hampshire. Founded in 1998, 
the Subtleties is a unique, tight-knit, and talented group looking to share 
their love of music —and there's nothing subtle about it. We welcome them 
this morning! 
*"Carol of the Bells" is a popular Christmas carol, which is based on the 
Ukrainian New Year's song "Shchedryk". The music for the carol comes 
from the song written by the Ukrainian composer Mykola Leontovych in or 
before 1916; the English-language lyrics were written in 1936 by American 
composer of Ukrainian origin Peter Wilhousky. 
**"Silent Night" (German: "Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht") is a popular 
Christmas carol, composed in 1818 by Franz Xaver Gruber to lyrics by 
Joseph Mohr in Oberndorf bei Salzburg, Austria. 
 
Our Deacons are Nancy Peterson and Jan Marshall. 
 



Our Greeters are Andrea Kunst and Eric Grant. 
 
Join us following worship for coffee and conversation. 
 
Welcome to all who are new to our Worship time. To join our mailing 
list please fill out a “Welcome Card” to place in the collection plate or 
contact office.fpchurch@gmail.com, 978-526-7661 x 1 
 
You can contribute to the good work of First Parish Church or pay your 
pledge @PayPal.Me/FPChurchManchester or Venmo to @FirstParish-
Church 
 
Stephen's Ministry First Parish Stephen Ministers are highly trained lay 
volunteers who stand ready to provide confidential, one on one presence 
and counsel for anyone facing a life challenge such as divorce, job loss, 
major illness, or bereavement, under the direction of our Minister.  This 
service also provides referrals to local agencies which can provide tangible 
assistance for needs such as housing, energy, or medical care.  This 
program is part of the national interdenominational Christian movement 
described here: stephenministries.org. If you or anyone you know might 
benefit from this service, please contact Rev. Katherine or Stephen 
Leaders Linda Crosby (978-314-1526) and Steve Carhart (978-407-8454).  
 
Faith Formation Opportunities for All Ages Through study and prayer 
and service, we aspire to love God “with all our heart, soul, mind, and 
strength.” From the youngest toddlers, to the wisest Elders, we each are 
called to grow in our faith and understanding. 

Family Worship (second Sunday of the month) children of all ages 
stay in worship for these special intergenerational services. 

Church School (all other Sundays) children depart from worship 
around 10:15a for their own time of learning, crafting, sharing and playing. 

Weekly Bible Study (meets on Tuesdays, 3:30-4:45p via Zoom). We 
study scripture together, utilizing resources from a variety of traditions, and 
seeking meaning for our daily lives. 
 
The Seaside Parish Knitters meet each 1st and 3rd Thursday of the 
month, Dec. 4 & 18, 1-3 PM. We welcome all to stop by. Over the years we 
have enjoyed our time knitting and crocheting items for baptismal events at 
the church, shawls and blankets for friends at home, scarves, neck gators, 
and helmet liners for our veterans in combat, and mittens and hats for 
Cape Ann children. We are always looking for knitting needles and yarn 
that you might be considering “casting” aside, especially wool. Contact 
Penny Lapham at 978-526-7128.  
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 



Hands on Community Service, all items can be dropped at the Chapel 
or Church – 

● First Parish Church serves dinner at The Open Door, Gloucester, 
Emerson Ave. Gloucester, monthly. Sign up at 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0C4CABA822A1F49-
54306850-open or speak with Coordinator Jim Brennan 978-580-
9623. 

● Operation Troop Support Socks, any size any color. Small board 
and card games.  

● The Open Door Pantry items welcome. Pancake & waffle mix, maple 
syrup, 100% fruit juice. They are also grateful for bake mixes 
including muffin mixes. 

● The Grace Center welcomes gift cards from local grocery markets to 
help the center provide cream, butter and other perishables. 

● Toys for Tots - Ballet de Mar is collecting, new unwrapped toys, 
there is a box outside the Church Office. 

  
Book Group  
We will meet on December 15, at 6:30 PM for a potluck and to discuss 
"When the World Fell Silent" by Donna Jones Alward. At Nancy Peterson’s 
home, 111 Chebacco Rd, South Hamilton. RSVP to Nancy at (508) 284-
0883 or nancypete1@gmail.com for planning purposes. 
January 26, Mary Ellen Cook’s home, The Grimkes: The Legacy of Slavery 
in an American Family by Kerri K. Greenidge 
Book Group is a time for church members as well as non-church friends to 
come together and engage with one another, build relationships, and share 
in a discussion of books that are of interest to people of various 
backgrounds. Book Group usually meets on the last Monday of the month, 
at 6:30 PM, and hosting is shared among members. 
 

 
  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annual Fund Drive 2026  
  
 
Name: 
  
 
Email: 
  
 
Address: 
  
 
Pledge: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0C4CABA822A1F49-54306850-open
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0C4CABA822A1F49-54306850-open
mailto:nancypete1@gmail.com

