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Bonnie Anderson, guest musical director 
 
Ringing of the Bell and Lighting of the Candles 
  
Prelude Elégie in D minor - Cécile Chaminade (1857-1944) 
 

Please maintain a prayerful quiet during the prelude as we prepare our hearts for 
worship. 

 
* Call to Worship  
One:   We come joyfully to the house of the Lord. 
Many: We bring our praise and offer our lives to God. 
One: As the rains pour from heaven, soaking the earth that it may produce 
good things... 
Many: So God pours out love for us, that we, too,  
may produce goodness and peace. 
One: We have been blessed with many gifts and talents. 
Many: God desires that we use these gifts and talents for healing, 
peace, and hope. 
One: Come, let us worship and celebrate the mighty love and power of 
God. 
Many: Praise be to God who has blessed us in so many ways. 
 
Welcome 
First Parish Church is rooted in the Congregational tradition of democratic governance and the 
full inclusion and participation of all who call this their spiritual home. We take seriously the 
responsibility to make the Christian faith our own in this time and place, and seek to live lives of 
generous service.  
 
* Opening Hymn Forward Through the Ages - #377 NCH 
 
Children's Message “Slaying Our Fears” FPC Church School 
 
Prayer of Invocation  
 
* Passing of the Peace 
 
 



Anthem Hymn of Promise - Natalie Sleeth (1930-1992)  
In the bulb there is a flower; in the seed, an apple tree; in cocoons a hidden 
promise  - butterflies will soon be free! In the cold and snow of winter, 
there’s a spring that waits to be – unrevealed until its season, something 
God alone can see. There’s a song in every silence seeking word and 
melody; there’s a dawn in every darkness, bringing hope to you and me. 
Frim the ppast will come the future – what it holds, a mystery, unrevealed 
until its season, something God alone can see. In the end is our beginning; 
in our time, infinity. In our doubt, there is believing; in our life, eternity. In 
our death, a resurrection; at the last, a victory – unrevealed until its season, 
something yet unknown, which God alone can see.  
Ashley Offret, violin obbligato 
 
Prayer Intentions 
  
Pastoral Prayer 
 
The Lord's Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
Piano Meditation Rivers - Alexis Ffrench (1970) 
 
Scripture Reading  
 
Exodus 35:4-10 
4 Moses said to all the congregation of the Israelites, “This is the thing that 
the Lord has commanded: 5 Take from among you an offering to the Lord; 
let whoever is of a generous heart bring the Lord’s offering: gold, silver, and 
bronze; 6 blue, purple, and crimson yarns and fine linen; goats’ 
hair, 7 tanned rams’ skins, and fine leather;[a] acacia wood, 8 oil for the light, 
spices for the anointing oil and for the fragrant incense, 9 and onyx stones 
and gems to be set in the ephod and the breastpiece. 
 
10 “All who are skillful among you shall come and make all that the Lord has 
commanded: 
 
Exodus 35:20 
20 Then all the congregation of the Israelites withdrew from the presence of 
Moses. 21 And they came, everyone whose heart was stirred and everyone 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus%2035%3A%204-10%2C%2020-36%3A7&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-2539a


whose spirit was willing, and brought the LORD’s offering to be used for the 
tent of meeting and for all its service and for the sacred vestments. 22 So 
they came, both men and women; all who were of a willing heart brought 
brooches and earrings and signet rings and pendants, all sorts of gold 
objects, everyone bringing an offering of gold to the LORD. 23 And everyone 
who possessed blue or purple or crimson yarn or fine linen or goats’ hair or 
tanned rams’ skins or fine leather[a] brought them. 24 Everyone who could 
make an offering of silver or bronze brought it as the LORD’s offering, and 
everyone who possessed acacia wood of any use in the work brought 
it. 25 All the skillful women spun with their hands and brought what they had 
spun in blue and purple and crimson yarns and fine linen; 26 all the women 
whose hearts moved them to use their skill spun the goats’ hair. 27 And the 
leaders brought onyx stones and gems to be set in the ephod and the 
breastpiece 28 and spices and oil for the light and for the anointing oil and 
for the fragrant incense. 29 All the Israelite men and women whose hearts 
made them willing to bring anything for the work that the LORD had 
commanded by Moses to be done brought it as a freewill offering to 
the LORD. 
 
30 Then Moses said to the Israelites, “See, the LORD has called by name 
Bezalel son of Uri son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah; 31 he has filled him with 
a divine spirit,[b] with ability, intelligence, and knowledge, and with every 
kind of skill, 32 to devise artistic designs, to work in gold, silver, and 
bronze, 33 in cutting stones for setting, and in carving wood, in every kind of 
artistic craft. 34 And he has inspired him to teach, both him and Oholiab son 
of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan. 35 He has filled them with skill to do every 
kind of work done by an artisan or by a designer or by an embroiderer in 
blue, purple, and crimson yarns and in fine linen or by a weaver—by any 
sort of skilled worker or designer. 
 

Exodus 36:7 
1 “Bezalel and Oholiab and every skilled person to whom the LORD has 
given skill and understanding to know how to do any work in the 
construction of the sanctuary shall work in accordance with all that 
the LORD has commanded.” 
 
2 Moses then called Bezalel and Oholiab and every skilled person to whom 
the LORD had given skill, everyone whose heart was stirred to come to do 
the work, 3 and they received from Moses all the offerings that the Israelites 
had brought for the work of constructing the sanctuary. They still kept 
bringing him freewill offerings every morning, 4 so that all the skilled 
workers who were doing every sort of task on the sanctuary came, each 
from the task being performed, 5 and said to Moses, “The people are 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus%2035%3A20-36%3A7&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-2555a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus%2035%3A20-36%3A7&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-2563b


bringing much more than enough for doing the work that the LORD has 
commanded us to do.” 6 So Moses gave command, and word was 
proclaimed throughout the camp: “No man or woman is to make anything 
else as an offering for the sanctuary.” So the people were restrained from 
bringing, 7 for what they had already brought was more than enough to do 
all the work. 
 
Sermon “Sharing Our Talents” Rev. Katherine Schofield 
 
Stewardship Reflection: Bruce Billingham 
 
Invitation to the Offering 
 
Offertory Solo – Meditation, from ‘Thais’ – Jules Massenet (1842-1912) 
Ashley Offret, violin 
 
* Doxology #780 NCH 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures here below, 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen. 
 
Prayer of Dedication 
 
Hymn Eternal Father, Strong to Save - #429, Pilgrim Hymnal 
 
* Blessing 
 
Closing Song Siyahamba (We Are Marching in the Light of God) – Zulu 
Song, arr. Doreen Rao 
 
* Indicates the congregation is invited to rise in body or in spirit 
 
Our Deacons are Janet Groth and Liz Loomis. 
 
Join us following worship for coffee and conversation. 
 
Welcome to all who are new to our Worship time. To join our mailing 
list please fill out a “Welcome Card” to place in the collection plate or 
contact office.fpchurch@gmail.com, 978-526-7661 x 1 
 
 



Musical note: The Hymn of Promise was written in 1986 as an anthem by 
Natalie Sleeth. It was written when she was pondering ‘the whole 
reawakening of the world that happens every spring’, after a friend drew 
her attention to T S Eliot’s, ‘In my beginning is my end’. She later dedicated 
it to her husband who had been diagnosed with cancer. It was sung at his 
funeral. 
 
Bonnie Anderson has a varied career as chamber pianist, orchestral 
pianist, and piano soloist. Bonnie enjoys collaborating with musicians 
from the Boston Symphony, New York Philharmonic, Orpheus Chamber 
Orchestra, and Los Angeles Philharmonic. Highlights of her collaborations 
include performing Hindemith’s Trio for Saxophone, Viola and Piano with 
Branford Marsalis and Christof Huebner at the Nantucket Island Musical 
Arts Society Series, recital with Joseph Foley at the River Oaks Chamber 
Unleashed Series in Houston, and guest pianist with Music on the Hill 
Chamber Music Festival in Rhode Island. This season’s concerts include 
collaborations with Joanna Porackova (contralto), Lisa van der Ploeg 
(mezzo-soprano), Alice Hallstrom (violin), Michael Bellofatto (horn), playing 
celeste with the Cape Ann Symphony, and recording music by living 
composers (Freya Project) at Shalin Liu Performance Center. As orchestral 
pianist, Bonnie is principal pianist of the Vista Philharmonic Orchestra. 
Bonnie performed Rachmaninoff Piano Concerto No. 2 and Copland 
Appalachian Spring for tuning concerts in the new concert halls at Groton 
Hill Music Center. Bonnie’s recordings include a solo piano CD featuring 
French piano music and a collaborative recording (Nightsongs) with 
trumpeter Joseph Foley. Bonnie attended the Juilliard School, Michigan 
State University, French Piano Institute in Paris, and received her Doctor of 
Musical Arts from Boston University. An Adjunct Instructor of Piano at 
Phillips Andover Academy and Music Director/Pianist at UU Church of 
Reading, Bonnie enjoys sharing her passion for music with people of all 
ages. During recent summers she has taught chamber  
music at Point CounterPoint and travelled to Switzerland as flutist with the 
Metropolitan Flute Festival Orchestra. (www.bonnieandersonpiano.com) 
 
A native New Englander, violinist Ashley Offret is a full-time freelance 
musician in the greater Boston area. She completed undergraduate 
studies at the University of Maine in violin performance followed by a 
masters degree in music history from the University of Cincinnati College-
Conservatory of Music, and has performed throughout much of the US and 
Italy. Ashley is a founding member of the Essex Piano Trio, which performs 
throughout New England. Some of Ashley’s other recent career highlights 
include engagements with the Rhode Island Philharmonic, Symphony NH 
and Boston’s Bach, Beethoven and Brahms Society, as well as guest 



concertmaster appearances with Opera51 and Portsmouth Symphony 
Orchestra. More recently, with the Lowell Chamber Orchestra, she was 
involved in a recording project of the complete Milhaud chamber 
symphonies and newly commissioned companion works. The collection of 
works will be released next year by PARMA Recordings. Ashley was also 
proud to be part of the March 2022 premiere of Essex Piano Trio’s 
commissioned work When Blessings Brighten by Ian Weise at Salem’s 
Peabody Essex Museum. In addition to her performance obligations, 
she maintains a violin, viola, and piano studio in Salem, Massachusetts for 
students of all ages, nurturing appreciation for live performances of music. 
 
New Members Info Session – today, Sunday, Nov. 9th following 
worship Want to learn more about the life of this community of faith, ask 
any questions you may have, and get to know other newcomers and 
church members? Whether you're planning to join First Parish Church as a 
member or not, this Info Session will help you learn more about our 
commitments as a faith community, the various programs and ministries we 
offer, and how you can get involved. Contact Pastor Katherine for more 
info. 
 
Upcoming Pastor-Parish Relations Committee Meeting 
The PPRC exists to promote a healthy, faithful, shared ministry between 
the pastor and congregants. To that end, the committee meets regularly 
with Rev. Katherine, and is available as a confidential resource to the 
congregation offering a discrete sounding board for concerns. The PPRC 
also provides input to the Executive Committee as part of their annual 
Pastor evaluation. The PPRC will meet mid-November so if you have 
anything you'd like to share please seek out Sandy Bodmer-Turner, Adrian 
Argento or Paul Knox in the next two weeks.  
 
You can contribute to the good work of First Parish Church or pay your 
pledge @PayPal.Me/FPChurchManchester or use the Venmo code to the 
right 
 
Stephen's Ministry First Parish Stephen Ministers are highly trained lay 
volunteers who stand ready to provide confidential, one on one presence 
and counsel for anyone facing a life challenge such as divorce, job loss, 
major illness, or bereavement, under the direction of our Minister.  This 
service also provides referrals to local agencies which can provide tangible 
assistance for needs such as housing, energy, or medical care.  This 
program is part of the national interdenominational Christian movement 
described here: stephenministries.org. If you or anyone you know might 
benefit from this service, please contact Rev. Katherine or Stephen 
Leaders Linda Crosby (978-314-1526) and Steve Carhart (978-407-8454).  



Faith Formation Opportunities for All Ages Through study and prayer 
and service, we aspire to love God “with all our heart, soul, mind, and 
strength.” From the youngest toddlers, to the wisest Elders, we each are 
called to grow in our faith and understanding. 

Family Worship (second Sunday of the month) children of all ages 
stay in worship for these special intergenerational services. 

Church School (all other Sundays) children depart from worship 
around 10:15a for their own time of learning, crafting, sharing and playing. 

Weekly Bible Study (meets on Tuesdays, 3:30-4:45p via Zoom). We 
study scripture together, utilizing resources from a variety of traditions, and 
seeking meaning for our daily lives. 

 
Hands on Community Service, all items can be dropped at the Chapel 
or Church – 

● First Parish Church serves dinner at The Open Door, Gloucester, 
Emerson Ave. Gloucester, monthly. Sign up at 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0C4CABA822A1F49-
54306850-open or speak with Coordinator Jim Brennan 978-580-
9623. 

● Operation Troop Support Socks, any size any color. Small board 
and card games.  

● The Open Door Pantry items welcome. Pancake & waffle mix, maple 
syrup, 100% fruit juice. They are also grateful for bake mixes 
including muffin mixes. 

● The Grace Center welcomes gift cards from local grocery markets to 
help the center provide cream, butter and other perishables. 

  
The Seaside Parish Knitters meet each 1st and 3rd Thursday of the 
month, Nov. 6 & 20, 1-3 PM. We welcome all to stop by. Over the years we 
have enjoyed our time knitting and crocheting items for baptismal events at 
the church, shawls and blankets for friends at home, scarves, neck gators, 
and helmet liners for our veterans in combat, and mittens and hats for 
Cape Ann children. We are always looking for knitting needles and yarn 
that you might be considering “casting” aside, especially wool. Contact 
Penny Lapham at 978-526-7128.  
 
Book Group -  
We will meet on November 24th at Liz Loomis’ home, 34 Bennett St. 
Manchester, to discuss “All the Colors of the Dark” by Chris Whitaker. 
RSVP to Liz at (978) 902-6249 or loomisliz@hotmail.com. 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0C4CABA822A1F49-54306850-open
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0C4CABA822A1F49-54306850-open
mailto:loomisliz@hotmail.com

