Ifirgt Parish Chureh, Congregational
®n the Village Green
Manchester -by -the -Sea, Hlagsachusgetts

Awaken to the Light and Love of God;
Be a Joyful Beacon to the World



First Parish Church, Congregational
United Church of Christ
Worship, 10 AM, Sunday

Aug 30, 2026

Drs. Bonnie Anderson and Herman Weiss, duo-pianists;
Bonnie Anderson, flute

Ringing of the Bell and Lighting of the Candles

Prelude Pavane de la Belle au Bois Dormant (Pavane of the Sleeping
Beauty); Petit Poucet (Tiny Tot)

Please maintain a prayerful quiet during the prelude as we prepare our hearts for
worship.

* Call to Worship

One: The Word of God is planted in our hearts.

Many: May our hearts be receptive to the Word.

One: The Love of God rains down on us.

Many: May our souls soak in the wonder of God’s love.

One: The breath of God blows softly within us.

Many: May our minds be stirred by the power of God’s spirit.

Welcome

First Parish Church is rooted in the Congregational tradition of democratic governance and the
full inclusion and participation of all who call this their spiritual home. We take seriously the
responsibility to make the Christian faith our own in this time and place, and seek to live lives of
generous service.

Hymn Crown Him with Many Crowns - #199, Pilgrim Hymnal
(piano duet arrangement by Annie S. Hawes)

Prayer of Invocation
Passing of the Peace

Duet - Laideronette, Imperatrice des Pagodes (Little Homely Girl, Empress
of the Pagodas)

Prayer Intentions
Pastoral Prayer

The Lord's Prayer



Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Meditation Siciliana from Sonata in E-flat Major, BWV 1031 —
J. S. Bach (1685-1750)

Scripture Readings David Lumsden

Romans 13:8-14

& Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves
another has fulfilled the law. ® The commandments, “You shall not commit
adultery; you shall not murder; you shall not steal; you shall not covet,” and
any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.” '° Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love
is the fulfilling of the law.

"1 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for
you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we
became believers; 2 the night is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw
off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; ' let us walk
decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and
licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. '* Instead, put on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

Matthew 18:15-20

15“If your brother or sister sins against you, go and point out the fault when
the two of you are alone. If you are listened to, you have regained that
one. '8 But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you,
so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three
witnesses. ' If that person refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church,
and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to
you as a gentile and a tax collector. "® Truly | tell you, whatever you bind on
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be
loosed in heaven. '® Again, truly | tell you, if two of you agree on earth
about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in

heaven. 2° For where two or three are gathered in my name, | am there
among them.”

Message “Law of Love” Rev. Katherine Schofield

Invitation to the Offering



Offertory Duet — Les Entertiens de la Belle et de la Bete (Conversations of
Beauty and the Beast)

* Doxology #780 NCH

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise Him all creatures here below,
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen.

Prayer of Dedication

Hymn | Need You Every Hour — # 517, NCH (piano duet arrangement by
Annie S. Hawes)

* Blessing

Postlude Le Jardin Feerique (The Enchanted Garden)

Our Deacon is Barbara Smith.

Our Greeters are David and Mary Lumsden.

Join us, following worship, for coffee and conversation.

Musical Note: Ma mére I'Oye (English: Mother Goose) is a suite by
Maurice Ravel (1875-1937) composed in 1908, and is based on Charles
Perrault's tales Sleeping Beauty and Tom Thumb, which are drawn from
Mother Goose Tales (1697), as well as on Madame Leprince de
Beaumont's Beauty and the Beast (1757), and Madame d'Aulnoy's The
Green Serpent (1697). There are three main versions of this suite; today
we will hear the original version for piano four-hands. Ma mére |'Oye bears
witness to the composer's fondness for "childlike" themes, a predilection
also found later in his one act opera L'Enfant et les Sortileges (The Child
and the Magic Spells), from 1925.

Bonnie Anderson has a varied career as chamber pianist, orchestral
pianist, soloist, and teacher of students ages 12-88. She enjoys
collaborating with musicians from the Boston Symphony, New York
Philharmonic, Orpheus Chamber Orchestra, Los Angeles Philharmonic,
and San Francisco Symphony. Highlights of her collaborations include
performing Hindemith’s Trio for Saxophone, Viola and Piano with Branford
Marsalis and Christof Huebner on the Nantucket Island Musical Arts
Society Series, recital with Joseph Foley on the River Oaks Chamber
Orchestra “Unleashed Series” in Houston, and concerts with her Piano Duo



partner Stella Owen around New England. As orchestral pianist, Bonnie is
a member of Orchestra of Indian Hill and performs as guest pianist with Pro
Arte Chamber Orchestra, Concord Orchestra, and Portland Symphony. An
enthusiastic educator, Bonnie teaches at Phillips Andover Academy and
was previously on the faculty at UMass Lowell. This year’s projects include
outdoor concerts on two keyboards with her Piano Duo, solo recitals of her
solo arrangements of Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue and Rachmaninoff's
Second Piano Concerto, and concerts with her new Piano Trio. Bonnie’s
recordings include a solo piano disc featuring French composers and a
collaborative disc (Nightsongs) with trumpeter Joseph Foley. Bonnie
attended the Juilliard School, Michigan State University, French Piano
Institute in Paris and received her DMA from Boston University. She lives in
Manchester with her family and two golden retrievers.

Herman Weiss is an internationally renowned pianist, composer,
conductor, and organist. He is co-founder of two chamber music societies
and created a Master of Music program in composition at the Longy School
of Music at Bard College, where he chaired the department of composition
for twelve years. He also co-founded the Boston-based collective,
Composers in Red Sneakers. Herman has a PhD in music composition and
theory from Brandeis University and studied composition in Paris at
Conservatoire National on a Fulbright Fellowship with Olivier Messaien. He
also studied composition, piano and conducting at New England
Conservatory. His music is published by APNM (BMI) and is recorded on
Northeastern Records. He was co-founder of chamber music societies in
Europe and Cambridge, MA. His most current project is Alchemy Music,
specializing in American classical and jazz art song, in collaboration with
mezzo-soprano Rebecca Shrimpton.

Welcome to all who are new to our Worship time. To join our mailing
list please fill out a “Welcome Card” to place in the collection plate or
contact office.fpchurch@gmail.com, 978-526-7661 x 1

The Church Office will be closed on Fridays through Labor Day.

Flowers for the Altar - Gardens are blossoming with the warmer

weather. Please keep First Parish Church in mind if you would like to bring
flowers for the altar. Contact Penny Lapham by sending an email

to laphamsingingbeach@gmail.com or call 978-526-7128.



mailto:laphamsingingbeach@gmail.com

You can contribute to the good work of First Parish
Church or pay your pledge by Venmo to @FirstParish-
Church (Church cell phone 978-907-3781). You can also
use @PayPal.Me/FPChurchManchester.

Stephen Ministry First Parish Stephen Ministers are highly

trained lay volunteers who stand ready to provide confidential, one on one
presence and counsel for anyone facing a life challenge such as divorce,
job loss, major iliness, or bereavement, under the direction of our Minister.
This service also provides referrals to local agencies which can provide
tangible assistance for needs such as housing, energy, or medical care.
This program is part of the national interdenominational Christian
movement described here: stephenministries.org. If you or anyone you
know might benefit from this service, please contact Rev. Katherine or
Stephen Leaders Linda Crosby (978-314-1526) and Steve Carhart (978-
407-8454).

Prayer Wall - Give it a try! Request prayers and pray for others through
the Prayer Wall on our website. https://www.firstparishchurch.org/prayer-
wall/ Feel more connected to the Joys and Concerns of our congregation
and hear what's on each other's hearts. You will be touched to receive
notifications every time someone prays for you. We also have traveling
prayers walls throughout the year. Look for us at the 4th of July Parade,
Festival by the Sea, Burgers & Bingo and other community events!

Readers and Greeters are always needed. To volunteer speak to the
Deacons, or you can also sign up online.
https://www.signupgenius.com/qo/30e0c4caba822a1f49-diaconate

Faith Formation Opportunities for All Ages Through study and prayer
and service, we aspire to love God “with all our heart, soul, mind, and
strength.” From the youngest toddlers, to the wisest Elders, we each are
called to grow in our faith and understanding.

Weekly Bible Study (meets on Tuesdays, 3:30-4:45p via Zoom). We study
scripture together, utilizing resources from a variety of traditions, and
seeking meaning for our daily lives.

The Seaside Parish Knitters meet September through June, on the 1st
and 3rd Thursdays, 1PM-3PM, in the FPCC Chapel Conference Room. We
will meet again on Sept. 3rd.

We welcome all to stop by. Over the years we have enjoyed our time
knitting and crocheting items for baptismal events at the church, shawls
and blankets for friends at home, scarves, neck gaiters, helmet liners and


https://d.docs.live.net/4e897f2e7a9d8aaf/Desktop/Folder/Bulletins/PayPal.Me/FPChurchManchester
https://www.firstparishchurch.org/prayer-wall/
https://www.firstparishchurch.org/prayer-wall/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c4caba822a1f49-diaconate

hats for our veterans in combat, and mittens and hats for Cape Ann
children. We are always looking for knitting needles and yarn that you
might be considering “casting” aside, especially wool. Contact Penny
Lapham at 978-526-7128.

Book Group is beginning another year!

We invite you to join us on August 31, at Mary Lumsden’s home, 18
Woodcrest Rd, MBTS. We will gather to discuss “Theo of Golden” by Allen
Levi. RSVP to Mary at (978) 500-4571 or rasc84@hotmail.com for planning
purposes. Please bring some suggested new books for the upcoming year!

Book Group is a time for church members as well as non-church friends to
come together and engage with one another, build relationships, and share
in a discussion of books that are of interest to people of various
backgrounds. We have fun visiting, conversing about the book and sharing
stories and would love to have you join us! Book Group meets on the last
Monday of the month, 6:30 PM, and hosting is shared among members.

Compassion International Mission The Diaconate invites you to
participate in the Compassion International Mission, to support Chepkirwok,
the young boy First Parish Church sponsors. The months of November and
December are still available in 2026 and 2027 is wide open. Sponsorship is
$43 a month.

Our sponsorship provides Bible teaching, dramas, health screenings,
immunizations, community service opportunities, gardening classes,
counseling on and testing for HIV/AIDS, life skills training and mentorship
programs. Modern farming techniques training is provided to Chepkirwok’s
parents.

Checks for $43 can be written to First Parish Church and dropped in the
collection plate or mailed to P.O. Box 187, Manchester, MA 01944.

Sign up for a month at http://tiny.cc/compassionmission

You can also sign up by speaking to Sue Parker at sueparker33@aol.com
or 207-944-3504.



http://tiny.cc/compassionmission
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10am Family Worship
“Be strong and of good courage...”

‘ 2 Chapel Ln !

Sat 9/19 & Sun 9/20, 12-4pm

Art projects, games, snacks & prizes for all ages!
MAnd church school/youth fellowship registration.
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