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First Parish Church, Congregational 
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Worship, 10 AM, Sunday 

July 19, 2026 
 
 
Rebecca Shrimpton, vocalist 
Dr. Herman Weiss, piano 
 
Ringing of the Bell and Lighting of the Candles 
  
Prelude Spanish Dance – Enrique Granados (1867-1916) 
 

Please maintain a prayerful quiet during the prelude as we prepare our hearts for 
worship. 

 
* Call to Worship  
One: Creating God, You have given seed for the sower and bread to the 
people. 
Many: Nourish, protect, and bless the seeds which your people have 
sown in hope. By your loving and bountiful giving, may they bring 
forth their fruit in due season. 
One: Giver of life, we give you thanks that in the richness of the soil, nature 
awakens your transforming call. 
Many: Help us to be good stewards of all you provide.  In the name of 
the one who gives us new life, Christ the Lord, Amen. 
 
Welcome 
First Parish Church is rooted in the Congregational tradition of democratic governance and the 
full inclusion and participation of all who call this their spiritual home. We take seriously the 
responsibility to make the Christian faith our own in this time and place, and seek to live lives of 
generous service.  
 
Hymn Your Love, O God, Has Called Us Here - #361, NCH 
 
Prayer of Invocation 
 
Passing of the Peace 
 
Solo My Tribute – Andrae Crouch (1942-2015) 
How can I give thanks for the things You have done for me? Things so 
undeserved , yet You give to prove Your love for me. The voices of a 
million angels could not express my gratitude; all that I am and ever hope 
to be, I owe it all to Thee. To God be the glory; to God be the glory, to God 
be the Glory for the things He has done. With His blood He has saved me, 



with his pow’r He has raised me, to God be the glory for the things He has 
done. Just let me live my life, let it be pleasing Lord to Thee; and should I 
gain any praise, let it go to Calvary. With His blood He has saved me. With 
His pow’r He has raised me. To God be the glory for the things He has 
done.  
 
Prayer Intentions 
 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
The Lord's Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
Meditation Nocturne in E Flat, op. 9, #2 – Frederic Chopin (1810-1849) 
 
Scripture Readings David DeMoura 
 
Romans 8:12-25 
12 So then, brothers and sisters, we are obligated, not to the flesh, to live 
according to the flesh— 13 for if you live according to the flesh, you will die, 
but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will 
live. 14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 15 For 
you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you received 
a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 it is that very Spirit 
bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, 
then heirs: heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if we in fact suffer with 
him so that we may also be glorified with him. 
 
18 I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing 
with the glory about to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with 
eager longing for the revealing of the children of God, 20 for the creation 
was subjected to futility, not of its own will, but by the will of the one who 
subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its 
enslavement to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the 
children of God. 22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning 
together as it suffers together the pains of labor, 23 and not only the 
creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan 
inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For 
in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope, for who hopes 



for what one already sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we 
wait for it with patience. 
 
Matthew 13: 24-30 
24 He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field, 25 but while 
everybody was asleep an enemy came and sowed weeds among the 
wheat and then went away. 26 So when the plants came up and bore grain, 
then the weeds appeared as well. 27 And the slaves of the householder 
came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? 
Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ 28 He answered, ‘An enemy has 
done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather 
them?’ 29 But he replied, ‘No, for in gathering the weeds you would uproot 
the wheat along with them. 30 Let both of them grow together until the 
harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first 
and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.” 
 
Message “God Labors in Creation” Rev. Katherine A. Schofield 
 
Invitation to the Offering 
 
Offertory Solo - Wayfaring  Stranger - trad., arr. Eva Cassidy 
I am a poor wayfaring stranger while journeying through this world of woe. 
Yet there’s no sickness, toil nor danger in that bright land to which I go. I’m 
going there to see my father, I’m going there no more to roam. I’m only 
going over Jordan, I’m only going over home. I know dark clouds will gather 
o’er me, know my way, my way is rough and steep. Yet beautiful fields lie 
just before me, in God’s redeemed their vigils keep. I’m going back to see 
my father, I’m going back no more to run. I’m only go-, go-, going over 
Jordan, I’m only going over home. I’m going back to see my mother; I’m 
going back, no more to roam. I’m only go-, go-, going over Jordan, I’m only 
go-, go-, going over home. I want to wear that crown of glory when I get 
home to that good land. Well, I want to shout salvation story in concert with 
the blood-washed band. I’m going there to see my savior, I’m going there 
no more to roam. I’m only going over Jordan, I’m only going over home. 
Well, I’m only go-, going over home.  
 
* Doxology #780 NCH 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures here below, 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen. 
 
 



Prayer of Dedication 
 
Hymn Jesus Shall Reign - #300, NCH 
 
* Blessing 
 
Closing Song Grace – Clifford Shaw (1911-1976), text Nora D. McGee 
For the blanket of the night o’er a starlit sky; 
For the hush of the dawn when morning is nigh; 
For tender spring, for music, for joy the day may bring, 
We thank Thee dear God. May all our lives sing. Amen 
 
 
* Indicates the congregation is invited to rise in body or in spirit 
 
 
Our Deacons are Jason Smith and Susan Parker. 
 
Join us, following worship, for coffee and conversation. 
 
Welcome to all who are new to our Worship time. To join our mailing 
list please fill out a “Welcome Card” to place in the collection plate or 
contact office.fpchurch@gmail.com, 978-526-7661 x 1 
 
The Church Office will be closed on Fridays through Labor Day. 
 
Flowers for the Altar - Gardens are blossoming with the warmer 
weather.  Please keep First Parish Church in mind if you would like to bring 
flowers for the altar. Contact Penny Lapham by sending an email 
to laphamsingingbeach@gmail.com or call 978-526-7128.  
 
You can contribute to the good work of First Parish 
Church or pay your pledge by Venmo to @FirstParish-
Church (Church cell phone 978-907-3781). You can also 
use @PayPal.Me/FPChurchManchester. 
 
Prayer Wall - Give it a try! Request prayers and pray for 
others through the Prayer Wall on our website. 
https://www.firstparishchurch.org/prayer-wall/ Feel more connected to the 
Joys and Concerns of our congregation and hear what's on each other's 
hearts. You will be touched to receive notifications every time someone 
prays for you. We also have traveling prayers walls throughout the year. 
Look for us at the 4th of July Parade, Festival by the Sea, Burgers & Bingo 
and other community events! 

mailto:laphamsingingbeach@gmail.com
https://www.firstparishchurch.org/prayer-wall/


Readers and Greeters are always needed. To volunteer speak to the 
Deacons, or you can also sign up online. 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c4caba822a1f49-diaconate 
 
Faith Formation Opportunities for All Ages Through study and prayer 
and service, we aspire to love God “with all our heart, soul, mind, and 
strength.” From the youngest toddlers, to the wisest Elders, we each are 
called to grow in our faith and understanding. 
 
Weekly Bible Study (meets on Tuesdays, 3:30-4:45p via Zoom). We study 
scripture together, utilizing resources from a variety of traditions, and 
seeking meaning for our daily lives. 
 
The Seaside Parish Knitters meet September through June, on the 1st 
and 3rd Thursdays, 1PM-3PM, in the FPCC Chapel Conference Room. We 
will meet again on Sept. 3rd.  
We welcome all to stop by. Over the years we have enjoyed our time 
knitting and crocheting items for baptismal events at the church, shawls 
and blankets for friends at home, scarves, neck gaiters, helmet liners and 
hats for our veterans in combat, and mittens and hats for Cape Ann 
children. We are always looking for knitting needles and yarn that you 
might be considering “casting” aside, especially wool. Contact Penny 
Lapham at 978-526-7128.     
 
Book Group Have you considered joining us? 
 
For July we will take a summer break – no gathering. Please enjoy all 
your summer reading and bring back suggestions for the next year of 
readings for our group. 
 
August 31, book group will be at Mary Lumsden’s home, 18 Woodcrest 
Rd, MBTS. We will gather to discuss “Theo of Golden” by Allen Levi. RSVP 
to Mary at (978) 500-4571 or rasc84@hotmail.com for planning purposes. 
Please bring some suggested new books for the upcoming year! 
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