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First Parish Church, Congregational 
United Church of Christ 
Worship, 10 AM, Sunday 

June 21, 2026 
 
Ringing of the Bell and Lighting of the Candles 
  
Prelude Come, Come Ye Saints - English folk song, arr. Laurel 
Hunt Pedersen 
 

Please maintain a prayerful quiet during the prelude as we prepare our hearts for 
worship. 

 
* Call to Worship  
One: God of grace, You have made our minds, 
Many: So help us to know you. 
One: You have made our hearts 
Many: So help us to love you. 
One: You have made our voices, 
Many: So help us to sing your praise. 
One: Fill us with your Holy Spirit, 
Many: So together we may celebrate and worship you! Amen! 
 
Welcome 
First Parish Church is rooted in the Congregational tradition of democratic governance and the 
full inclusion and participation of all who call this their spiritual home. We take seriously the 
responsibility to make the Christian faith our own in this time and place, and seek to live lives of 
generous service.  
 
Hymn Jesus Loves Me - 327, NCH 
 
Prayer of Invocation 
 
Children's Performance  
 
Passing of the Peace 
 
Anthem We Walk by Faith – Kenneth T. Kosche (1947) 
We walk by faith and not by sight; No gracious words we hear from Christ, 
who spoke as none ever spoke; but we believe Him near. We may not 
touch His hands and side, nor follow where he trod; but in His promise we 
rejoice, and cry, “My Lord and God!” Help then, O Lord, our faith abound to 
call on You where You are found: that when our life of faith is done, in 
realms of clearer light we may behold You with full and endless sight. 
 



Church School Recognition and Appreciation 
 
Prayer Intentions 
 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
The Lord's Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
Meditation A Flower Is a Lovesome Thing – Billy Strayhorn (1915- 
1967); arr. Herman Weiss 
Rebecca Shrimpton. Solo 
A flower is a lovesome thing, a luscious living lovesome thing; a daffodil, a 
rose, no matter where it grows is such a lovely lovesome thing. A flower is 
the heart of spring that makes the rolling hillside sing – the gentle winds 
that blow, blow gently for they know; a flower is a lovesome thing. Playing 
in the breeze, swaying with the trees; in the silent night or in the morning 
light - such a miracle. Azaleas drinking pale moonbeams, gardenias 
floating through daydreams - wherever it may grow, no matter where you 
go - a flower is a lovesome thing. Playing in the breeze, swaying with the 
trees; in the silent night or in the morning light – such a miracle. Azaleas 
drinking pale moonbeams, gardenias floating through daydreams - 
wherever it may grow, no matter where you go – a flower is a lovesome 
thing. (tag) In the silent night, in the morning light. 
 
Scripture Reading Susan Turnbull  
 
Philippians 4:11b-13 
11b I have learned to be content with whatever I have. 12 I know what it is to 
have little, and I know what it is to have plenty. In any and all 
circumstances I have learned the secret of being well-fed and of going 
hungry, of having plenty and of being in need. 13 I can do all things through 
him who strengthens me. 
 
James 1:17-18 
17 Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, 
coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or 
shadow due to change. 18 In fulfillment of his own purpose he gave birth to 
us by the word of truth, so that we would become a kind of first fruits of his 
creatures. 



Message “Dad Strength, Kid Faith and the Gift of Contentment”  
                                                                         Rev. Katherine A. Schofield 
 
Invitation to the Offering 
 
Offertory Anthem Do Not Be Afraid – Philip W. J. Stopford (1977); text by 
Gerard Markland (1953) 
Rebecca Shrimpton, solo 
Chorus: Do not be afraid, for I have redeemed you. I have called you by 
your name; You are mine.  
Verse: When you walk through the waters I’ll be with you, you will never 
sink beneath the waves. When the fire is burning all around you, you will 
never be consumed by the flames. 
Chorus: 
Verse: When the fear of loneliness is looming, then remember I am at your 
side. When you dwell in the exile of a stranger, remember you are precious 
in my eyes.  
Chorus: 
Verse: You are mine, O my child; I am your father, and I love you with a 
perfect love.  
Chorus: 
 
* Doxology #780 NCH 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures here below, 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen. 
 
Prayer of Dedication 
 
Hymn This Little Light of Mine - #525, NCH 
 
* Blessing 
 
Closing Song Siyahamba (We Are Marching in the Light of God) – 
Zulu Song, arr. Doreen Rao 
 
* Indicates the congregation is invited to rise in body or in spirit 
 
Our Deacons are Nancy Peterson and Susan Parker. 
 
Our Greeters are Susan and Dave Turnbull  
 
Join us, following worship, for coffee and conversation. 



The flowers this morning are given by the family of Jeff Bodmer-
Turner, a loving father, devoted teacher, and advocate for children. 
They have been gathered from Jeff and Sandy's garden, as well as the 
gardens of many generous friends, and from the local woods and wilds that 
Jeff loved so well. 
 
Congratulations to Ethan Stefanovich and his family. Ethan graduated 
from MERHS this spring and will attend Middlebury College in the fall. The 
Seaside Knitters have gifted him a prayer shawl. Our blessings go with him, 
and with all of the other graduates in our extended church family.  
 
Welcome to all who are new to our Worship time. To join our mailing 
list please fill out a “Welcome Card” to place in the collection plate or 
contact office.fpchurch@gmail.com, 978-526-7661 x 1 
 
The Church Office will be closed on Fridays through the summer. 
 
Flowers for the Altar - Gardens are blossoming with the warmer 
weather.  Please keep First Parish Church in mind if you would like to bring 
flowers for the altar. Contact Penny Lapham by sending an email 
to laphamsingingbeach@gmail.com or call 978-526-7128.  
 
You can contribute to the good work of First Parish 
Church or pay your pledge by Venmo to @FirstParish-
Church (Church cell phone 978-907-3781). You can also 
use @PayPal.Me/FPChurchManchester. 
 
Prayer Wall - Give it a try! Request prayers and pray for 
others through the Prayer Wall on our website. 
https://www.firstparishchurch.org/prayer-wall/ Feel more connected to the 
Joys and Concerns of our congregation and hear what's on each other's 
hearts. You will be touched to receive notifications every time someone 
prays for you. We also have traveling prayers walls throughout the year. 
Look for us at the 4th of July Parade, Festival by the Sea, Burgers & Bingo 
and other community events! 
 
Readers and Greeters are always needed. To volunteer speak to the 
Deacons, or you can also sign up online. 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c4caba822a1f49-diaconate 
 
Faith Formation Opportunities for All Ages Through study and prayer 
and service, we aspire to love God “with all our heart, soul, mind, and 
strength.” From the youngest toddlers, to the wisest Elders, we each are 
called to grow in our faith and understanding. 

mailto:laphamsingingbeach@gmail.com
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Weekly Bible Study (meets on Tuesdays, 3:30-4:45p via Zoom). We study 
scripture together, utilizing resources from a variety of traditions, and 
seeking meaning for our daily lives. 
 
The Seaside Parish Knitters meet each 1st and 3rd Thursday of the 
month, June 4 & 18, 1-3 PM. We welcome all to stop by. Over the years 
we have enjoyed our time knitting and crocheting items for baptismal 
events at the church, shawls and blankets for friends at home, scarves, 
neck gators, and helmet liners for our veterans in combat, and mittens and 
hats for Cape Ann children. We are always looking for knitting needles and 
yarn that you might be considering “casting” aside, especially wool. Contact 
Penny Lapham at 978-526-7128.  
 
Book Group Have you considered joining us? 
Our June 29th group will be at (*Note new location!) Liz Loomis’ home, 34 
Bennett St, MBTS. We will gather to discuss “Just Mercy: A Story of Justice 
and Redemption” by Bryan Stevenson. RSVP to Liz at (978) 902-6249 or 
loomisliz@hotmail.com for planning purposes.  
For July we will take a summer break – no gathering. Please enjoy all 
your summer reading and bring back suggestions for the next year of 
readings for our group. 
August 31, book group will be at Mary Lumsden’s home, 18 Woodcrest 
Rd, MBTS. We will gather to discuss “Theo of Golden” by Allen Levi. RSVP 
to Mary at (978) 500-4571 or rasc84@hotmail.com for planning purposes. 
Please bring some suggested new books for the upcoming year! 
 
Monday, June 22, Impact Youth Choir Concert 7pm. Help us welcome 
and cheer on these great young singers from Burke, VA. Tell your friends. 
All are welcome and the concert is free. 
Saturday, June 27, Red, White and Blue Pancake Breakfast sponsored 
by The ME Rotary Club 7:30-11:30 am @Tuck’s Point. Let Rev. Katherine 
know if you’d like to volunteer. Or just come and EAT!  
Saturday, June 27th, Lumos Concert: A Vivaldi and Mozart 
Candlelight Experience 7pm and 9pm. Tickets at www.lumos-
experiences.com  
Sunday, June 28, Pride Sunday! Let’s celebrate the beautiful diversity of 
God’s good creation during worship. 
Saturday, July 4, MBTS July Fourth Parade 10 am - Rain or Shine. 
July 13-17, Breakfast Buddies: Ocean Stories, read more on next page. 
Sunday, July 19, Christmas in July Youth Service Project 5-7 pm 
Saturday. August 1, Fair by the Sea, First Parish’s annual fair during 
Festival by the Sea, read more on back page. 
August 9-17, All-Ages Community Art Show. This year’s theme is “Light 
Over Darkness: Expressions of Hope” 
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