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Awaken to the Light and Love of God;
Be a Joyful Beacon to the World



First Parish Church, Congregational
United Church of Christ
Worship, 10 AM, Sunday

World Communion Sunday
Oct 4, 2026

Ringing of the Bell and Lighting of the Candles

Prelude Andante, from Piano Concerto #2 in F, op. 102 -Dmitri
Shostakovich (1906-1975)

* Call to Worship

One: Around the world people gather to break bread and pour wine.
Many: We gather with them in heart and mind.

One: Around the world the broken body is made whole.

Many: As part of that body we join in its unity.

One: Around the world the Banquet of God is prepared for the table.
Many: We, who share in the banquet, come eager to be fed.
One: Let us share God’s bounty!

Many: Let us worship together!

Welcome
Hymn Bring Many Names - #11, NCH

*Prayer of Confession (unison)

Many: God, you love us, guide us, and fight for us.
You draw us together in unity and in hope.
Forgive us when we treat Your generosity as our right,
or hug it possessively to ourselves.

Forgive us when we give up on your justice

And forget your faithfulness.

Give us enough trust to live secure in Your love
and to share it freely with others

in open-handed confidence

that Your grace will never run out. Amen.

Words of Assurance
Presentation of New Members

Arnold Oyola
Nadia Wetzler



Litany of Intent

One: Friends in Christ, these people have found nurture and support in the
midst of the family of Christ. They have been led by the Spirit to claim in
our presence their covenantal relationship with Christ and the members of
the Christian church.

Many: They are here, as we are here, to endeavor to love God with all
our heart, soul, and mind, and our neighbors as ourselves. God help
us.

One: Friends who are joining, we rejoice in your pilgrimage of faith which
has brought you to this time and place. We give thanks for every
community of faith which has been your spiritual home, and we celebrate
your presence in this household of faith. Do you promise, by the grace of
God, to continue in your pilgrimage of faith, to be Christ’s disciple, to resist
oppression and evil, to show love and justice, and to witness to the work
and word of Jesus Christ as best you are able?

Those joining: We do.

One: Do you promise to walk with us in faithfulness and in Christian love?
And do you promise, that so far as able, you will participate in the life of this
church, by worshiping God with us, and offering your time, talent and
means for the ministry of this church and for the larger church of which this
is a part?

Those joining: We do.

One: Friends, we then welcome you as partners in the common life of this
church and join our voices to share our covenant of mission with you.

*All: We pledge to give ourselves to the one whom Jesus called
“Abba, Father,” as the God in whose love we are grounded, and to
Jesus Christ, God incarnate, our salvation and strength. We give
ourselves to God the Holy Spirit, our comforter and guide, and trust in
the Good News of the Holy Scriptures as the rule of our faith and
practice. We promise to walk in covenant with one another, with the
wider church, and with the First Parish Church, Congregational. We
promise to walk secure in God’s grace, prepared in gratitude to live
by our promises and to serve by the word of the Gospel.

Congregational Greeting

Passing of the Peace



Choir Anthem Beautiful Savior — arr. Michael Burkhardt (1957)

Beautiful Savior, King of creation, Son of God and Son of Man!

Truly I'd love Thee, truly I'd serve Thee, light of my soul, my joy, my crown.
Fair are the meadows, fair are the woodlands, robed in flowers of Spring:
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer, He makes our sorr'wing spirit sing.

Fair is the sunshine, fair is the moonlight, bright the sparkling stars on high;
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer, than all the angels in the sky.
Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations, Son of God and Son of Man! Glory
and honor, praise, adoration, now and forevermore be Thine!

Prayer Intentions
Pastoral Prayer

The Lord's Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Meditation | Stand All Amazed — Charles H. Gabriel, arr. by Linda Hartman
Dr. Herman Weiss

Scripture Reading Joshua 5:13-6:21 Nancy Peterson

3 Once when Joshua was by Jericho, he looked up and saw a man
standing before him with a drawn sword in his hand. Joshua went to him
and said to him, “Are you one of us or one of our adversaries?” '*He
replied, “Neither, but as commander of the army of the Lord | have now
come.” And Joshua fell on his face to the earth and worshiped, and he said
to him, “What do you command your servant, my lord?” '®* The commander
of the army of the Lord said to Joshua, “Remove the sandals from your
feet, for the place where you stand is holy.” And Joshua did so.

"Now Jericho was shut up inside and out because of the Israelites; no one
came out, and no one went in. 2 The Lord said to Joshua, “See, | have
handed Jericho over to you, along with its king and soldiers. ® You shall
march around the city, all the warriors circling the city once. Thus you shall
do for six days, * with seven priests bearing seven trumpets of rams’ horns
before the ark. On the seventh day you shall march around the city seven
times, the priests blowing the trumpets. ° When they make a long blast with
the ram’s horn, as soon as you hear the sound of the trumpet, then all the
people shall shout with a great shout, and the wall of the city will fall down
flat, and all the people shall charge straight ahead.” ® So Joshua son of Nun
summoned the priests and said to them, “Take up the ark of the covenant



and have seven priests carry seven trumpets of rams’ horns in front of the
ark of the Lord.” ” To the people he said, “Go forward and march around the
city; have the armed men pass on before the ark of the Lord.”

8 As Joshua had commanded the people, the seven priests carrying the
seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the Lord went forward, blowing the
trumpets, with the ark of the covenant of the Lord following them. ® And the
armed men went before the priests who blew the trumpets; the rear guard
came after the ark, while the trumpets blew continually. '° To the people
Joshua gave this command: “You shall not shout or let your voice be heard,
nor shall you utter a word until the day | tell you to shout. Then you shall
shout.” " So the ark of the Lord went around the city, circling it once, and
they came into the camp and spent the night in the camp.

2 Then Joshua rose early in the morning, and the priests took up the ark of
the Lord. " The seven priests carrying the seven trumpets of rams’ horns
before the ark of the Lord passed on, blowing the trumpets continually. The
armed men went before them, and the rear guard came after the ark of the
Lord, while the trumpets blew continually. ™ On the second day they
marched around the city once and then returned to the camp. They did this
for six days.

5 0On the seventh day they rose early, at dawn, and marched around the
city in the same manner seven times. It was only on that day that they
marched around the city seven times. '® And at the seventh time, when the
priests had blown the trumpets, Joshua said to the people, “Shout! For the
Lord has given you the city. '” The city and all that is in it shall be devoted
to the Lord for destruction. Only Rahab the prostitute and all who are with
her in her house shall live because she hid the messengers we sent. '8 As
for you, keep away from the things devoted to destruction, so as not to
covet and take any of the devoted things and make the camp of Israel an
object for destruction, bringing trouble upon it. '® But all silver and gold and
vessels of bronze and iron are sacred to the Lord; they shall go into the
treasury of the Lord.” ?° So the people shouted, and the trumpets were
blown. As soon as the people heard the sound of the trumpets, they raised
a great shout, and the wall fell down flat, so the people charged straight
ahead into the city and captured it. 2! Then they devoted to destruction by
the edge of the sword all in the city, both men and women, young and old,
oxen, sheep, and donkeys.

Message “Send Up a Shout!” Rev. Katherine Schofield

Invitation to the Offering



**Offertory Anthem Listen to the People Singing — Pepper Choplin (1957)
Listen to the people join in singing, halle, sing hallelujah. Come and rejoice
in the song they’re bringing, halle, sing hallelujah. Listen to the people join
in singing, halle, sing hallelujah. Come and rejoice in the song they’re
bringing, halle, sing hallelujah. Praise, praise, praise in joyful celebration.
Raise, raise, raise your voices in song. Shout, shout, shout to the rock of
our salvation. Sing, sing, sing your praise to the Lord. Praise the Lord.
Listen to the people join in singing, halle, sing hallelujah. Come and rejoice
in the song they’re singing, halle, sing hallelujah. Praise, praise, praise in
joyful celebration. Raise, raise, raise your voices in song. Shout, shout,
shout to the rock of our salvation. Sing, sing, sing your praise to the Lord.
Sing your raise to the Lord, praise the Lord, come praise the Lord.

* Doxology #780 NCH

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise Him all creatures here below,
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen.

The Sacrament of Communion
Invitation to the Table

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving

One: Welcome to Christ's table.

All: We are glad to be here!

One: Lift up your hunger.

All: We do not hide our needs before God.

One: Prepare yourself to be hosted and fed.

All: The Bread of Life is our joy and satisfaction.

The Breaking, Pouring, and Sharing of the Bread and Cup

Prayer of Thanksgiving (unison)

God, let the unity we have at this table endure

long after we have digested these elements.

Feed our minds the manna of gentleness

and the ability to take another's perspective.

Juice us with the joy that comes when we can set aside our
differences

and come together as your children.

Thank you that every time we eat this meal together,

you give us an opportunity to lay down arms, stop taking sides,
and find again our common humanity and divinity. Amen.



Hymn Let Us Join with Faithful Souls — 383, NCH

* Blessing

Closing Song God Bless You and Keep You — Jay Althouse (1951)

God bless you and keep you wherever you may go; His love be a constant
companion. God lead you and guide you and be at your side. God bless
you and keep you forever.

**We thank the Second Congregational Church of Beverly, MA for
donating the music for this anthem.

Our Deacons are Nancy Peterson and Jason Smith.
Join us, following worship, for coffee and conversation.

Welcome to all who are new to our Worship time. To join our mailing list
please fill out a “Welcome Card” to place in the collection plate or contact
office.fpchurch@gmail.com, 978-526-7661 x 1

You can contribute to the good work of First Parish
Church or pay your pledge by Venmo to @FirstParish-
Church (Church cell phone 978-907-3781). You can also
use @PayPal.Me/FPChurchManchester.

Stephen Ministry First Parish Stephen Ministers are

highly trained lay volunteers who stand ready to provide confidential, one
on one presence and counsel for anyone facing a life challenge such as
divorce, job loss, major iliness, or bereavement, under the direction of our
Minister. This service also provides referrals to local agencies which can
provide tangible assistance for needs such as housing, energy, or medical
care. This program is part of the national interdenominational Christian
movement described here: stephenministries.org. If you or anyone you
know might benefit from this service, please contact Rev. Katherine or
Stephen Leaders Linda Crosby (978-314-1526) and Steve Carhart (978-
407-8454).

Prayer Wall - Give it a try! Request prayers and pray for others through
the Prayer Wall on our website. https://www.firstparishchurch.org/prayer-
wall/ Feel more connected to the Joys and Concerns of our congregation
and hear what's on each other's hearts. You will be touched to receive
notifications every time someone prays for you. We also have traveling
prayers walls throughout the year. Look for us at the 4th of July Parade,
Festival by the Sea, Burgers & Bingo and other community events!



https://d.docs.live.net/4e897f2e7a9d8aaf/Desktop/Folder/Bulletins/PayPal.Me/FPChurchManchester
https://www.firstparishchurch.org/prayer-wall/
https://www.firstparishchurch.org/prayer-wall/

Readers and Greeters are always needed. To volunteer speak to the
Deacons, or you can also sign up online.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c4caba822a1f49-diaconate

Faith Formation Opportunities for All Ages Through study and prayer
and service, we aspire to love God “with all our heart, soul, mind, and
strength.” From the youngest toddlers, to the wisest Elders, we each are
called to grow in our faith and understanding.

Weekly Bible Study (meets on Tuesdays, 3:30-4:45p via Zoom). We study
scripture together, utilizing resources from a variety of traditions, and
seeking meaning for our daily lives.

The Seaside Parish Knitters meet September through June, on the 1st
and 3rd Thursdays, 1PM-3PM, in the FPCC Chapel Conference Room. We
will meet again on Oct. 1 & 15. We welcome all to stop by. Over the years
we have enjoyed our time knitting and crocheting items for baptismal
events at the church, shawls and blankets for friends at home, scarves,
neck gaiters, helmet liners and hats for our veterans in combat, and mittens
and hats for Cape Ann children. We are always looking for knitting needles
and yarn that you might be considering “casting” aside, especially wool.
Contact Penny Lapham at 978-526-7128.

Book Group has begun! We would love to have you join us!

Monday, Oct 26, at Marianne Round’s home, 3 Greenbrier Rd MBTS. We
will gather to discuss Whistler by Ann Patchett. RSVP to Marianne at 978-
902-5452 or marianne.round@gmail.com for planning purposes.

Book Group meets on the last Monday of the month, 6:30 PM, and hosting

is shared among members. It is a time for church members as well as non-
church friends to come together and share in a discussion of books that are
of interest to people of various backgrounds.


https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c4caba822a1f49-diaconate
mailto:marianne.round@gmail.com
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Sunday, October 18th
Noon -1PM
on Singing Beach

School Supply Drive
During the month of September we will
have our Annual School Supplies Drive to
support Beeman Elementary in
Gloucester. It’s time to do some discount
back to school shopping! Donated items
can be left in the Narthex or in the bin
located outside the classrooms in the
Sunday School wing. If a monetary
donation suits you better, checks can be
made out to First Parish Church with
“School Supplies” in the memo line and
we will do the shopping. Thank you in
advance!




GLOBAL REFUGEE MISSION OF NEW ENGLAND

FALL DONATION DRIVE

The forcigncr residing among you must be treated as your native-born. Love
them as yoursclf, _for you were forcigncrs n Egypt. I am the Lord your God.
Leviticus 19:34

First Parish Church is again working with the Global Refugee Mission of
New England to collect new or like new outerwear and bedding.

Refugees and Immigrants are facing growing challenges in this country. The
Global Refugee Mission of New England is committed to providing
necessary support and assistance to these individuals who are God's

children and our brothers and sisters.

This fall we are collecting the following winterwear in all sizes.
Winter Coats, Snow Pants and Boots
Hats, Gloves, Mittens and Scarves
Quilts, Comforters and Blankets (Twin and Queen Sizes only)

It you have items you wish to donate you may bring them to the Church
Narthex or the Church Office prior to November 1, 2026. Or Marianne
Round, of our church, will be happy to deliver them to St. John's
(978-902-5452) Marianne.round@nemoves.com: Financial contributions to

the Global Refugee Mission of New England also appreciated.




FIND GRIEF SUPPORT

A drop-in support group, open to
everyone, dedicated to providing
help and comfort to those going

through a time of loss. Facilitated
by Jenn Guiry, LICSW.

FRIDAYS

1TO 2 PM
Beginning Oct 30th

First Parish Conference Room
2 Chapel Lane, Mancheter-by-the-Sea
For More Info: Mary Miner 978-526-7500

A partnership of the MBTS
Council on Aging and FPC




