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Awaken to the Light and Love of God;
Be a Joyful Beacon to the World



First Parish Church, Congregational
United Church of Christ
Worship, 10 AM, Sunday

Sept 27, 2026

Music in the Narthex Shall We Gather at the River, Diane Wernick and
Tom Palance

Ringing of the Bell and Lighting of the Candles

Prelude Siyahamba/We Are Marching - South African Freedom Song, arr
Doreen Rao
Jazz Band and Congregation

* Call to Worship

One: When we stand at the edge of fear and worry,

Many: God invites us to step into the waters of faith and trust.

One: When we stand at the edge of the world's pain and need,

Many: Jesus invites us to step into the land of humble service.

One: When we stand at the edge of new possibilities:

Many: The Spirit invites us to enter into the song.

All: Hands clapping, toes tapping, bodies dancing, let us follow God's
call.

Welcome
Hymn Glory, Glory Hallelujah NCH 2
Passing of the Peace

Anthem Light of a Clear Blue Morning Dolly Parton (1946-2026)
Rebecca Shrimpton and Jazz Band

Verse 1: It's been a long dark night and I've been waitin' for the morning.
It's been a long hard fight, but | see a brand new day dawning. I've been
looking for the sunshine. You know | ain't seen it in so long. But
everything's gonna work out just fine, and everything's gonna be alright
that's been all wrong.

Chorus: 'Cause | can see the light of a clear blue morning. | can see the
light of a brand new day. | can see the light of a clear blue morning. Oh,
and everything's gonna be alright, it's gonna be okay.

Verse 2: It's been a long, long time since I've known the taste of freedom.
Those clinging vines that had me bound, well, | don't need 'em. Oh, I've
been like a captured eagle. You know, an eagle's born to fly. Now that |
have won my freedom, like an eagle, | am eager for the sky. Chorus



Prayer Intentions
Pastoral Prayer

The Lord's Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Meditation Over My Head Traditional, arr Rebecca Shrimpton
Rebecca Shrimpton, Tom Palance, Carolyn Wilkins

Over my head, | hear music in the air. (3X) There must be a God
somewhere.

Over my head, | hear singing in the air. (3X) There must be a God
somewhere.

Over my head, | hear angels in the air. (3X) There must be a God
somewhere.

Scripture Readings Joe Alsop

Joshua 3:14-4:9

“When the people set out from their tents to cross over the Jordan, the
priests bearing the ark of the covenant were in front of the people. "> Now
the Jordan overflows all its banks throughout the time of harvest. So when
those who bore the ark had come to the Jordan and the feet of the priests
bearing the ark were dipped in the edge of the water, '® the waters flowing
from above stood still, rising up in a single heap far off at Adam, the city
that is beside Zarethan, while those flowing toward the sea of the Arabah,
the Dead Sea, were wholly cut off. Then the people crossed over opposite
Jericho. " While all Israel were crossing over on dry ground, the priests
who bore the ark of the covenant of the LORD stood firmly on dry ground in
the middle of the Jordan, until the entire nation finished crossing over the
Jordan.

' When the entire nation had finished crossing over the Jordan, the Lord
said to Joshua, 2 “Select twelve men from the people, one from each tribe,
3and command them, ‘Take twelve stones from here out of the middle of
the Jordan, from the place where the priests’ feet stood, carry them over
with you, and lay them down in the place where you camp tonight.” ”  Then
Joshua summoned the twelve men whom he had appointed from the
Israelites, one from each tribe. ® Joshua said to them, “Pass on before the
ark of the Lord your God into the middle of the Jordan, and each of you
take up a stone on his shoulder, according to the number of the tribes of
the Israelites, © so that this may be a sign among you. When your children



ask in time to come, ‘What do those stones mean to you?’ ” then you shall
tell them that the waters of the Jordan were cut off in front of the ark of the
covenant of the Lord. When it crossed over the Jordan, the waters of the
Jordan were cut off. So these stones shall be to the Israelites a memorial
forever.”

8 The Israelites did as Joshua commanded. They took up twelve stones out
of the middle of the Jordan, according to the number of the tribes of the
Israelites, as the Lord had told Joshua, carried them over with them to the
place where they camped, and laid them down there. ® (Joshua set up
twelve stones in the middle of the Jordan, in the place where the feet of the
priests bearing the ark of the covenant had stood, and they are there to this
day.)

Mark 1:9-11

%In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by
John in the Jordan. '° And just as he was coming up out of the water, he
saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove upon him.
" And a voice came from the heavens, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with
you | am well pleased.”

Message “Crossing Over” Rev. Katherine Schofield
Invitation to the Offering

Offertory Anthem Down in the River to Pray Traditional, arr. Rebecca
Shrimpton

FPC Choir, Jazz Band, with Rebecca Shrimpton, Pam Spencer, Jason
Smith, soloists

As | went down in the river to pray, studying about the good old way and
who shall wear the starry crown, good Lord, show me the way.

Oh sisters, let's go down, come on down, doncha wanna go down...down in
the river to pray.

As | went down in the river to pray, studying about the good old way, and
who shall wear the robe and crown, good Lord, show me the way.

Oh brothers, let's go down, come on down, doncha wanna go down...down
in the river to pray. ...Oh mothers, oh fathers, oh children, oh pilgrims.

* Doxology #780 NCH

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise Him all creatures here below,
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen.

Prayer of Dedication



Hymn On Jordan's Stormy Banks | Stand (insert)

* Blessing

Closing Song Go Out With Joy text Isaiah 55:12, music Rebecca
Shrimpton

Rebecca Shrimpton and Jazz Band

Ye shall go out with joy and be led forth with peace. The mountains and the
hills shall break forth into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap
their hands. Ye shall go out with joy.

Our Deacons are Barbara Smith and Cynthia Westland.
Our Greeters are Christiane and Joe Alsop.

The flowers on the altar today are given by Mary Ellen and Jerry Cook
in celebration of Jazz Sunday. Following the service the flowers will be
given to Jason Smith. Welcome back to the choir!

Join us, following worship, for coffee and conversation.

Guest Musicians:

Thomas Palance is known for versatility as a trumpet player and as an
innovative teacher. He retired from the U.S. Navy Band in Washington,
D.C. after 20 years, holding the positions of assistant principal trumpet and
soloist with the Commodores Jazz Band. He has also created collaborative
artistic projects using animators, dancers, artists, photographers, and
poets. Presently, Tom is Assistant Professor of Harmony at Berklee
College of Music and continues to perform, compose and conduct.

Saxophonist Diane Wernick has been a vibrant part of the Boston music
scene for over 40 years, performing with jazz combos, big bands, and
saxophone quartets. Recently retired after 20-years on faculty at Berklee
College of Music, she continues to teach privately and perform. Diane
holds degrees in Jazz Education from North Texas State University (B.A.)
and Music Performance from Northern lllinois University (M.A.).

Vocalist Rebecca Shrimpton has been praised in DownBeat magazine, All
Music Guide, All About Jazz, All About Jazz ltalia, and Britain’s Jazzwise
magazine. She has performed and recorded with Joe Lovano, Steve Lacy,
Oliver Lake, George Russell, George Lewis, and blues organist Mike
Finnigan, as well as the 22-piece Jazz Composers Alliance Orchestra.
Rebecca is also a classical mezzo soprano, performing in the duo Alchemy
with composer/pianist Herman Weiss. She is Associate Professor of Voice
at Berklee College of Music, soloist at First Parish Church since 2006, and
has a M.M. in Jazz Studies from New England Conservatory.



A jazz pianist and vocalist, Carolyn Wilkins has been an active participant
in the Boston music scene for over 20 years as a performer, educator and
composer. She has performed on radio and television with her group
Spiritdazz and toured South America as a Jazz Ambassador for the US
State Department performing with the Pittsburgh Symphony under Andre
Previn. A graduate of Oberlin Conservatory and Eastman School of Music,
Carolyn is Professor at Berklee College of Music and author of 13 books,
including Damn Near White: An African American Family's Journey from
Slavery to Bittersweet Success (University of Missouri Press) and most
recently, Let the Murderer Say Amen: A Psychics and Soul Food Mystery.

Dave Landoni, bassist, received his B.A. from Berklee College of Music.
He has played and recorded with jazz artists Herb Pomeroy, NEA Jazz
Master vocalist Sheila Jordan, Terrell Stafford, Jens Lidemann of the
Canadian Brass, the Artie Shaw Orchestra under the direction of Dick
Johnson, Mike Renzi, and Eugene Maslov. David maintains a private
teaching studio and is on the faculty of the University of Massachusetts,
Boston.

Vlade Guingi is a drummer, producer, audio engineer and educator
originally from the Dominican Republic. He has worked with such artists as
Latin Grammy® award winner Danilo Montero, Multi-Grammy® nominated
artists Dave Liebman, Gerald Clayton, Anat Cohen, Tia Fuller and Darcy
James Argue, and Latin Grammy® nominated singers Lilly Goodman and
EliaCiM. He has a solo album, “Elevation,” and produces a successful
YouTube channel where he shares music and instructional videos. He has
a bachelor's degree in Music Production and Engineering, a master's
degree in Contemporary Performance and a post-master’s fellowship
certification from Berklee College of Music, where he is now a professional
staff accompanist.

Welcome to all who are new to our Worship time. To join our mailing list
please fill out a “Welcome Card” to place in the collection plate or contact
office.fpchurch@gmail.com, 978-526-7661 x 1

You can contribute to the good work of First Parish
Church or pay your pledge by Venmo to @FirstParish-
Church (Church cell phone 978-907-3781). You can also
use @PayPal.Me/FPChurchManchester.
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Stephen Ministry First Parish Stephen Ministers are

highly trained lay volunteers who stand ready to provide confidential, one
on one presence and counsel for anyone facing a life challenge such as
divorce, job loss, major iliness, or bereavement, under the direction of our
Minister. This service also provides referrals to local agencies which can
provide tangible assistance for needs such as housing, energy, or medical


https://d.docs.live.net/4e897f2e7a9d8aaf/Desktop/Folder/Bulletins/PayPal.Me/FPChurchManchester

care. This program is part of the national interdenominational Christian
movement described here: stephenministries.org. If you or anyone you
know might benefit from this service, please contact Rev. Katherine or
Stephen Leaders Linda Crosby (978-314-1526) and Steve Carhart (978-
407-8454).

Prayer Wall - Give it a try! Request prayers and pray for others through
the Prayer Wall on our website. https://www.firstparishchurch.org/prayer-
wall/ Feel more connected to the Joys and Concerns of our congregation
and hear what's on each other's hearts. You will be touched to receive
notifications every time someone prays for you. We also have traveling
prayers walls throughout the year. Look for us at the 4th of July Parade,
Festival by the Sea, Burgers & Bingo and other community events!

Readers and Greeters are always needed. To volunteer speak to the
Deacons, or you can also sign up online.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c4caba822a1f49-diaconate

Faith Formation Opportunities for All Ages Through study and prayer
and service, we aspire to love God “with all our heart, soul, mind, and
strength.” From the youngest toddlers, to the wisest Elders, we each are
called to grow in our faith and understanding.

Weekly Bible Study (meets on Tuesdays, 3:30-4:45p via Zoom). We study
scripture together, utilizing resources from a variety of traditions, and
seeking meaning for our daily lives.

The Seaside Parish Knitters meet September through June, on the 1st
and 3rd Thursdays, 1PM-3PM, in the FPCC Chapel Conference Room. We
will meet again on Oct. 1 & 15. We welcome all to stop by. Over the years
we have enjoyed our time knitting and crocheting items for baptismal
events at the church, shawls and blankets for friends at home, scarves,
neck gaiters, helmet liners and hats for our veterans in combat, and mittens
and hats for Cape Ann children. We are always looking for knitting needles
and yarn that you might be considering “casting” aside, especially wool.
Contact Penny Lapham at 978-526-7128.

Book Group has begun! We would love to have you join us!

Monday, Sept. 28, at Jenny Joyce’s home, 3 Bennett St, MBTS, we will
gather to discuss “All the Beauty in the World - The Metropolitan Museum
of Art and Me” by Patrick Bringley. RSVP to Jenny at (610) 804-5625 or
jmlarson50@yahoo.com for planning purposes.

Book Group meets on the last Monday of the month, 6:30 PM, and hosting
is shared among members. It is a time for church members as well as non-
church friends to come together and share in a discussion of books that are
of interest to people of various backgrounds.


https://www.firstparishchurch.org/prayer-wall/
https://www.firstparishchurch.org/prayer-wall/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c4caba822a1f49-diaconate
https://www.simonandschuster.com/authors/Patrick-Bringley/175194142

On Jordan’s Stormy Banks I Stand

Samuel Stennett American folk hymn, arr. Rigdon M. McIntosh
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1.0n Jor-dan’s storm-y banksI stand, And cast a wish-ful eye
2. Al oerthosewide, ex-tendedplains Shinesone e - ter - nal day;
3. Whenshall I reach that hap-py place, And be for-ev - er blest?
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To Canaan’s fair and hap-py land, Where my pos-sessions lie.
There God the Son,for-ev-er reigns, And scatters night a- way.
When shall I see my Father'sface, And in His bos-om rest?
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I ambound for the promised land, I ambound for the promisedland;
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Oh, whowill comeand go withme? I ambound for the promised land.
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