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Awaken to the Light and Love of God;  
Be a Joyful Beacon to the World 

 

 
 
 



First Parish Church, Congregational 
United Church of Christ 
Worship, 10 AM, Sunday 

June 7, 2026 
 
Ringing of the Bell and Lighting of the Candles 
  
Prelude It is Well with My Soul – Philip Bliss (1838-1876), arr. Christine Sullivan 
Robbins 
 

Please maintain a prayerful quiet during the prelude as we prepare our hearts for 
worship. 

 
* Call to Worship  
One: Pilgrims, we are invited to journey through this season, and through 
our lives, 
Many: Towards the One who calls us each by a new name. 
One: Disciples, we follow in the footsteps of Jesus, 
Many: Facing our fears, our doubts, our trespasses. 
One: Believers, we seek to trust the God who always surprises us, 
Many: whose promises take on flesh and blood in the good news 
called Jesus. 
 
Welcome 
First Parish Church is rooted in the Congregational tradition of democratic governance and the 
full inclusion and participation of all who call this their spiritual home. We take seriously the 
responsibility to make the Christian faith our own in this time and place, and seek to live lives of 
generous service.  
 
Hymn God, Speak to Me that I May Speak - # 531, NCH 
 
Prayer of Invocation 
 
Passing of the Peace 
 
Anthem Lord, for Thy Tender Mercy’s Sake – Richard Farrant (1525-1580) 
Lord, for Thy tender mercy’s sake lay not our sins to our charge 
but forgive that is past and give us grace to amend our sinful lives, 
to decline from sin and incline to virtue that we may walk with a perfect 
heart 
before Thee, now and forever more. Amen. 
 
Prayer Intentions 
 
Pastoral Prayer 



 
The Lord's Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
Meditation The Light That is Felt – Charles Ives (1874-1954) 
Rebecca Shrimpton, solo 
A tender child of summers three, at night, while seeking her little bed, 
Pause on the dark stair timidly, Oh, mother take my hand, said she, 
And then the dark will be all light. 
We older children grope our way from dark behind to dark before; 
And only when our hands we lay in Thine, O God! The night is day, 
Then the night is day, and there is darkness nevermore. 
 
Scripture Reading  
 
Romans 4:13-25 
13 For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham 
or to his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of 
faith. 14 For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is 
null and the promise is void. 15 For the law brings wrath, but where there is 
no law, neither is there transgression. 
16 For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may rest on 
grace, so that it may be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the 
adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (who 
is the father of all of us, 17 as it is written, “I have made you the father of 
many nations”), in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives 
life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not 
exist. 18 Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become “the father 
of many nations,” according to what was said, “So shall your descendants 
be.” 19 He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which 
was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), and 
the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20 No distrust made him waver concerning 
the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to 
God, 21 being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had 
promised. 22 Therefore “it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 23 Now 
the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake 
alone 24 but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who 
raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25 who was handed over for our 
trespasses and was raised for our justification. 
 



Matthew 9:9-13 
9 As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the 
tax-collection station, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he got up and 
followed him. 
 
10 And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors and sinners 
came and were sitting with Jesus and his disciples. 11 When the Pharisees 
saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax 
collectors and sinners?” 12 But when he heard this, he said, “Those who are 
well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. 13 Go and learn 
what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have not come to call 
the righteous but sinners.” 
 
Message “Reckoned as Righteous” Rev. Katherine A. Schofield 
 
Invitation to the Offering 
 
Offertory Anthem Follow Me to Jordan – Jay Althouse (1951)\Follow me 
to Jordan. Follow me on home. Follow me to Jordan. Follow me all the way 
home. Follow me to Jordan. Follow me on home. Follow me to Jordan. 
Follow me all the way home. I will follow King Jesus. I’ll wait for His 
command. Ev’ry day he will show me the way, He said: Follow me to 
Jordan. Follow me on home. Follow me to Jordan. Follow me all the way 
home. I will follow King Jesus for now and evermore, until we reach that 
heavenly shore. He said: Follow me to Jordan. Follow me on home. Follow 
me to Jordan. Follow me all the way home. I’m going home. 
 
* Doxology #780 NCH 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures here below, 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen. 
 
The Sacrament of Communion  
 
Invitation to the Table  
 
The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving    
One: God be with you.  
Many: And also with you.  
One: Lift up your hearts.  
Many: We lift them up to God.  
One: Let us give thanks to God.  
Many: It is right to give God thanks and praise.   



 
The Breaking, Pouring, and Sharing of the Bread and Cup  
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving (in unison)  
Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you 
have given yourself to us. Grant that we may go into the world in the 
strength of your Spirit, to give ourselves for others, in the name of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   
 
Hymn Sing Them Over Again to Me - #319, NCH 
 
* Blessing 
 
Closing Song The Peace of the Earth – words and music Guatelmalan 
traditional 
The peace of the earth be with you, the peace of the heavens too; the 
peace of the rivers be with you, the peace of the oceans too. Deep peace 
falling over you; God’s peace growing in you. 
 
* Indicates the congregation is invited to rise in body or in spirit 
 
Our Deacons are Nancy Peterson and Liz Loomis. 
 
Join us, following worship, for coffee and conversation! 
 
Welcome to all who are new to our Worship time. To join our mailing 
list please fill out a “Welcome Card” to place in the collection plate or 
contact office.fpchurch@gmail.com, 978-526-7661 x 1 
 
The Church Office will be closed on Fridays through the summer. 
 
Church Directory, Spring Available at the Church and in the Church 
Office. Are you missing from this Directory? Do we have your information 
correct? Do we have your birthday? Do you have a current picture that we 
can include?  
 
You can contribute to the good work of First Parish Church 
or pay your pledge by Venmo to @FirstParish-Church 
(Church cell phone 978-907-3781). You can also use 
@PayPal.Me/FPChurchManchester. 
 
Prayer Wall - Give it a try! Request prayers and pray for 
others through the Prayer Wall on our website. 
https://www.firstparishchurch.org/prayer-wall/ Feel more connected to the 

https://www.firstparishchurch.org/prayer-wall/


Joys and Concerns of our congregation and hear what's on each other's 
hearts. You will be touched to receive notifications every time someone 
prays for you. We also have traveling prayers walls throughout the year. 
Look for us at the 4th of July Parade, Festival by the Sea, Burgers & Bingo 
and other community events! 
 
Readers and Greeters are always needed. To volunteer speak to the 
Deacons, or you can also sign up online. 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c4caba822a1f49-diaconate 
 
Faith Formation Opportunities for All Ages Through study and prayer 
and service, we aspire to love God “with all our heart, soul, mind, and 
strength.” From the youngest toddlers, to the wisest Elders, we each are 
called to grow in our faith and understanding. 

Family Worship (second Sunday of the month) children of all ages 
stay in worship for these special intergenerational services. 

Church School (all other Sundays) children depart from worship 
around 10:15a for their own time of learning, crafting, sharing and playing. 

Weekly Bible Study (meets on Tuesdays, 3:30-4:45p via Zoom). We 
study scripture together, utilizing resources from a variety of traditions, and 
seeking meaning for our daily lives. 
 
The Seaside Parish Knitters meet each 1st and 3rd Thursday of the 
month, June 4 & 18, 1-3 PM. We welcome all to stop by. Over the years 
we have enjoyed our time knitting and crocheting items for baptismal 
events at the church, shawls and blankets for friends at home, scarves, 
neck gators, and helmet liners for our veterans in combat, and mittens and 
hats for Cape Ann children. We are always looking for knitting needles and 
yarn that you might be considering “casting” aside, especially wool. Contact 
Penny Lapham at 978-526-7128.  
 
Book Group Have you considered joining us? 
Our June 29th group will be at (*Note new location!) Liz Loomis’ home, 34 
Bennett St, MBTS. We will gather to discuss “Just Mercy: A Story of Justice 
and Redemption” by Bryan Stevenson. RSVP to Liz at (978) 902-6249 or 
loomisliz@hotmail.com for planning purposes.  
For July we will take a summer break – no gathering. Please enjoy all 
your summer reading and bring back suggestions for the next year of 
readings for our group. 
 
August 31, book group will be at Mary Lumsden’s home, 18 Woodcrest 
Rd, MBTS. We will gather to discuss “Theo of Golden” by Allen Levi. RSVP 
to Mary at (978) 500-4571 or rasc84@hotmail.com for planning purposes. 
Please bring some suggested new books for the upcoming year! 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c4caba822a1f49-diaconate
mailto:loomisliz@hotmail.com


 
 
Tuck’s Point worship and picnic luncheon, June 14 
10 AM. Lunch provided by the Vitality and 
Stewardship committees. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 


