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Awaken to the Light and Love of God;
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Aug 2, 2026

Erin Merceruio Nelson, vocals
Dr. Bonnie Anderson, piano

Ringing of the Bell and Lighting of the Candles

Prelude Suite in A minor - Henry Purcell (1659-1695)

Please maintain a prayerful quiet during the prelude as we prepare our hearts for
worship.

* Call to Worship

One: Come and worship, all you who love and serve the Lord -

Many: Outsiders and insiders,

One: Old-timers and new-comers,

Many: The young, old and the in-between.

One: Come as you are,

Many: For this is God’s house -a house of prayer for all people, and
God welcomes each one who comes.

Welcome

First Parish Church is rooted in the Congregational tradition of democratic governance and the
full inclusion and participation of all who call this their spiritual home. We take seriously the
responsibility to make the Christian faith our own in this time and place, and seek to live lives of
generous service.

Hymn In Christ There Is No East or West - #395, NCH
Prayer of Invocation
Passing of the Peace

Solo - The Lord Is My Light — Frances Allitsen (1849-1912)

The Lord is my light, my light and my salvation. Whom, then shall | fear,
whom, then, shall | fear? The Lord is the strength of my life; the Lord is the
strength of my life, of whom, then, shall | be afraid? Though a host of men
were laid against me, yet not shall my heart be afraid; and though there
rose up war against me, yet will | put my trust in Him. For, in the time of
trouble, He shall hide me in His tabernacle, yea, in the secret places of His
dwelling shall he hide me, and set me up upon a rock of stone. The Lord is



my light, my light and my salvation. Whom, then shall | fear, whom, then,
shall | fear? The Lord is the strength of my life; the Lord is the strength of
my life; of whom, then, shall | be afraid, of whom, then shall | be afraid?

Prayer Intentions

Pastoral Prayer

The Lord's Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Meditation Nocturne in C# Minor, Op. Posth. - Frédéric Chopin (1810-
1849)

Scripture Readings John Round

Romans 9:1-5

' | am speaking the truth in Christ—I| am not lying; my conscience confirms
it by the Holy Spirit— 2| have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my
heart. ® For | could wish that | myself were accursed and cut off from Christ
for the sake of my own brothers and sisters, my own flesh and

blood. 4 They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the
covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises; °to them
belong the patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh, comes the
Christ, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen.

Romans 11:1-2

1 ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! | myself am an
Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of

Benjamin. 2 God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. Do you
not know what the scripture says of Elijah, how he pleads with God against
Israel?

Romans 11:29-32

29 for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 3° Just as you were
once disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their
disobedience, 3' so also they have now been disobedient in order that, by
the mercy shown to you, they also may now receive mercy. 32 For God has
imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all.

Message “Irrevocable” Rev. Katherine A. Schofield



Invitation to the Offering

Offertory Solo - Let the Bright Seraphim — G. F. Handel (1685-1759)

Let the bright Seraphim in burning row, their loud uplifted angel trumpets
blow. Let the bright Seraphim in burning row, in burning, burning row, their
loud uplifted angel trumpets blow. Let the Cherubic host, in tuneful choirs,
touch their immortal harps with golden wires. Let the bright Seraphim in
burning row, their loud uplifted angel trumpets blow. Let the bright
Seraphim in burning row, in burning, burning row, their loud uplifted angel
trumpets blow.

* Doxology #780 NCH

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise Him all creatures here below,
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen.

The Sacrament of Communion
Invitation to the Table

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving

One: Welcome to Christ's table.

All: We are glad to be here!

One: Lift up your hunger.

All: We do not hide our needs before God.

One: Prepare yourself to be hosted and fed.

All: The Bread of Life is our joy and satisfaction.

The Breaking, Pouring, and Sharing of the Bread and Cup

Prayer of Thanksgiving (in unison)

Thank you, gracious God, for life in the Spirit of Jesus:

for the witness we cannot forget

and the mission of justice you have made our own.

Give us the gifts of Holy Communion:

oneness of heart, love for neighbors, forgiveness of enemies,
the will to serve you every day, and life that never ends.

In Jesus' name we pray. Amen.

Hymn Take My Life and Let It Be - #448, NCH

* Blessing



Closing Song God Be in My Head - H. W. Davies (1869-1941)
God be in my head, and in my understanding;

God be in mine eyes and in my looking;

God be in my mouth, and in my speaking;

God be in my heart, and in my thinking;

God be at mine end, and after my departing.

* Indicates the congregation is invited to rise in body or in spirit

Hailed as “secure and sonorous” with a “bright, flexible voice” (Boston
Musical Intelligencer), soprano Erin Merceruio Nelson is quickly becoming
known for her signature blend of impeccable musicianship and strong
dramatic instincts across a broad range of challenging repertoire. An avid
performer of new and contemporary music, Erin’s 2023-2024 season
performances include the role of Ruth in the East Coast premier of
Awakenings by Tobias Picker with Odyssey Opera as well as multiple roles
in a set of new chamber operas with

White Snake Projects. Erin also premiered a new work for orchestra and
soloists titled "In Her Element" by Francine Trester with the Kendall Square
Orchestra. In past seasons, Erin created the role of The Nymph in the
world premiere of NIGHTTOWN by Benjamin P. Wenzelberg with

Lowell House Opera at Harvard University, premiered the chamber work
Tide Flowers by composer Geoffrey Gibbs at the University of Rhode
Island as the soprano soloist, and appeared as Bea in Jake Heggie’'s Three
Decembers with TBD Opera Project under the direction of Sharon Daniels.
Erin’'s 2023-2024 season also includes the role of First Lady in Mozart’s
The Magic Flute with MassOpera. Other recent performances include Lady
Clarence in Odyssey Opera's concert production of Saint-Saéns’ Henry
VIIl, and Frasquita in Bizet's Carmen with Opera Breve in NY.
www.erinmerceruionelson.com

We welcome Bonnie Anderson, our guest pianist, this morning. Bonnie
Anderson has a varied career as chamber pianist, orchestral pianist,
soloist, and teacher of students ages 12-88. She enjoys collaborating with
musicians from the Boston Symphony, New York Philharmonic, Orpheus
Chamber Orchestra, Los Angeles Philharmonic, and San Francisco
Symphony. Highlights of her collaborations include performing Hindemith’s
Trio for Saxophone, Viola and Piano with Branford Marsalis and Christof
Huebner on the Nantucket Island Musical Arts Society Series, recital with
Joseph Foley on the River Oaks Chamber Orchestra “Unleashed Series” in
Houston, and concerts with her Piano Duo partner Stella Owen around
New England. As orchestral pianist, Bonnie is a member of Orchestra of
Indian Hill and performs as guest pianist with Pro Arte Chamber Orchestra,
Concord Orchestra, and Portland Symphony. An enthusiastic educator,


http://www.erinmerceruionelson.com/

Bonnie teaches at Phillips Andover Academy and was previously on the
faculty at UMass Lowell. This year’s projects include outdoor concerts on
two keyboards with her Piano Duo, solo recitals of her solo arrangements
of Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue and Rachmaninoff’'s Second Piano
Concerto, and concerts with her new Piano Trio. Bonnie’s recordings
include a solo piano disc featuring French composers and a collaborative
disc (Nightsongs) with trumpeter Joseph Foley. Bonnie attended the
Juilliard School, Michigan State University, French Piano Institute in Paris
and received her DMA from Boston University. She lives in Manchester
with her family and two golden retrievers.

Our Deacons are Barbara Smith and Jan Marshall.
Join us, following worship, for coffee and conversation.

Welcome to all who are new to our Worship time. To join our mailing
list please fill out a “Welcome Card” to place in the collection plate or
contact office.fpchurch@gmail.com, 978-526-7661 x 1

The Church Office will be closed on Fridays through Labor Day.

Flowers for the Altar - Gardens are blossoming with the warmer

weather. Please keep First Parish Church in mind if you would like to bring
flowers for the altar. Contact Penny Lapham by sending an email

to laphamsingingbeach@amail.com or call 978-526-7128.

You can contribute to the good work of First Parish
Church or pay your pledge by Venmo to @FirstParish-
Church (Church cell phone 978-907-3781). You can also
use @PayPal.Me/FPChurchManchester.

Prayer Wall - Give it a try! Request prayers and pray for

others through the Prayer Wall on our website.
https://www.firstparishchurch.org/prayer-wall/ Feel more connected to the
Joys and Concerns of our congregation and hear what's on each other's
hearts. You will be touched to receive notifications every time someone
prays for you. We also have traveling prayers walls throughout the year.
Look for us at the 4th of July Parade, Festival by the Sea, Burgers & Bingo
and other community events!

Readers and Greeters are always needed. To volunteer speak to the
Deacons, or you can also sign up online.
https://www.signupgenius.com/qo/30e0c4caba822a1f49-diaconate



mailto:laphamsingingbeach@gmail.com
https://www.firstparishchurch.org/prayer-wall/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c4caba822a1f49-diaconate

Faith Formation Opportunities for All Ages Through study and prayer
and service, we aspire to love God “with all our heart, soul, mind, and
strength.” From the youngest toddlers, to the wisest Elders, we each are
called to grow in our faith and understanding.

Weekly Bible Study (meets on Tuesdays, 3:30-4:45p via Zoom). We study
scripture together, utilizing resources from a variety of traditions, and
seeking meaning for our daily lives.

The Seaside Parish Knitters meet September through June, on the 1st
and 3rd Thursdays, 1PM-3PM, in the FPCC Chapel Conference Room. We
will meet again on Sept. 3rd.

We welcome all to stop by. Over the years we have enjoyed our time
knitting and crocheting items for baptismal events at the church, shawls
and blankets for friends at home, scarves, neck gaiters, helmet liners and
hats for our veterans in combat, and mittens and hats for Cape Ann
children. We are always looking for knitting needles and yarn that you
might be considering “casting” aside, especially wool. Contact Penny
Lapham at 978-526-7128.

Book Group Have you considered joining us?

For July we will take a summer break — no gathering. Please enjoy all
your summer reading and bring back suggestions for the next year of
readings for our group.

August 31, book group will be at Mary Lumsden’s home, 18 Woodcrest
Rd, MBTS. We will gather to discuss “Theo of Golden” by Allen Levi. RSVP
to Mary at (978) 500-4571 or rasc84@hotmail.com for planning purposes.
Please bring some suggested new books for the upcoming year!



This Year's Theme
Light Over Darkness:
Expressions of Hope

S ;Recieving Submissions 7/26-8/9, 12-5pm
"’ @ 2 Chapel Lane, MBTS

On display 8/9-8/17, 3-7pm
Prizes awarded in 5 age categories

Questions? Contact Jeanne at
Jeanne.fpchurch@gmail.com




