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First Parish Church, Congregational 
United Church of Christ 
Worship, 10 AM, Sunday 

July 5, 2026 
 
Rebecca Shrimpton, vocalist 
Dr. Herman Weiss, piano 
 
Ringing of the Bell and Lighting of the Candles 
  
Prelude The Liberty Bell – John Philip Sousa (1854-1932) 
 

Please maintain a prayerful quiet during the prelude as we prepare our hearts for 
worship. 

 
* Call to Worship  
One: God of every country, thank you for this country: 
Many: For its beauty from coast to coast. 
One: Thank you for the American people, rich in cultural diversity, 
Many: From First Nations and many nations. 
One: You have a vision of what peace is.  
 Help us live in that peace and towards that peace. 
Many: Help us to be a people of vision, courage, and commitment,  
 Offering your hope and comfort to all we meet.    
 
Welcome 
First Parish Church is rooted in the Congregational tradition of democratic governance and the 
full inclusion and participation of all who call this their spiritual home. We take seriously the 
responsibility to make the Christian faith our own in this time and place, and seek to live lives of 
generous service.  
 
Hymn God of Our Fathers - #433, Pilgrim Hymnal 
 
Prayer of Invocation 
 
Passing of the Peace 
 
Piano Solo - America the Beautiful – Samuel A. Ward (1848- 
1903), arr. Linda Hartman  
 
Prayer Intentions 
 
 
 
 



Pastoral Prayer 
 
The Lord's Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
Meditation Come Sunday – Duke Ellington (1899-1974) 
Come Sunday, oh come Sunday, that’s the day. 
Lord, dear Lord above: God Almighty; God of love,  
Please look down and see my people through. 
I believe that God put sun and moon up in the sky. 
I don’t mind the gray skies, ‘cause they’re just clouds passing by. 
Lord, dear Lord above: God Almighty; God of love,  
Please look down and see my people through. 
I believe God is now, was then and always will be. 
With God’s blessing we can make it through eternity. 
Lord, dear Lord above: God Almighty; God of love,  
Please look down and see my people through. 
 
Scripture Readings Heather Reid  
 
Romans 6:1-11 
1 What then are we to say? Should we continue in sin in order that grace 
may increase? 2 By no means! How can we who died to sin go on living in 
it? 3 Do you not know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus 
were baptized into his death? 4 Therefore we were buried with him by 
baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, so we also might walk in newness of life. 
 
5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be 
united with him in a resurrection like his. 6 We know that our old self was 
crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, so we might 
no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For whoever has died is freed from sin. 8 But 
if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9 We know 
that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no 
longer has dominion over him. 10 The death he died, he died to sin once for 
all, but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11 So you also must consider 
yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 
 
 



Matthew 9:1-8 
1 And after getting into a boat he crossed the sea and came to his own 
town. 
 
2 And some people were carrying to him a paralyzed man lying on a 
stretcher. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Take heart, 
child; your sins are forgiven.” 3 Then some of the scribes said to 
themselves, “This man is blaspheming.” 4 But Jesus, perceiving their 
thoughts, said, “Why do you think evil in your hearts? 5 For which is easier: 
to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Stand up and walk’? 6 But so that 
you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—
he then said to the paralytic—“Stand up, take your bed, and go to your 
home.” 7 And he stood up and went to his home. 8 When the crowds saw it, 
they were filled with awe, and they glorified God, who had given such 
authority to human beings. 
 
Message “Walk in Newness of Life” Rev. Katherine A. Schofield 
 
Invitation to the Offering 
 
Solo - God Bless America – Irving Berlin (1888-1989) 
Verse: While the storm clouds gather far across the sea, let us swear 
allegiance to a land that's free. Let us all be grateful for a land so fair, as 
we raise our voices in a solemn prayer. 
Chorus: God bless America, land that I love. Stand beside her and guide  
her through the night with the light from above. From the mountains to the 
prairies, to the oceans white with foam: God bless America, my home 
sweet home; God bless America, my home sweet home. 
 
* Doxology #780 NCH 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures here below, 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen. 
 
The Sacrament of Communion  
 
Invitation to the Table  
 
The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving  
One: Welcome to Christ's table. 
All: We are glad to be here! 
One: Lift up your hunger. 
All: We do not hide our needs before God. 



One: Prepare yourself to be hosted and fed. 
All: The Bread of Life is our joy and satisfaction. 
 
The Breaking, Pouring, and Sharing of the Bread and Cup  
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving (in unison)  
Thank you, gracious God, for life in the Spirit of Jesus: 
for the witness we cannot forget 
and the mission of justice you have made our own. 
Give us the gifts of Holy Communion: 
oneness of heart, love for neighbors, forgiveness of enemies, 
the will to serve you every day, and life that never ends. 
In Jesus' name we pray. Amen. 
 
Hymn Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory - #433, Pilgrim Hymnal  
 
* Blessing 
 
Closing Song - Siyahamba (We Are Marching in the Light of God) – Zulu 
Song, arr. Doreen Rao 
 
* Indicates the congregation is invited to rise in body or in spirit 
 
 
Our Deacons are Liz Loomis and Janet Groth. 
 
Our Greeters are Heather Reid and Janet Groth. 
 
Join us, following worship, for coffee and conversation. 
 
Welcome to all who are new to our Worship time. To join our mailing 
list please fill out a “Welcome Card” to place in the collection plate or 
contact office.fpchurch@gmail.com, 978-526-7661 x 1 
 
The Church Office will be closed for the July 4th Holiday, Fri. July 3 
through Mon. July 6. It will reopen Tues. July 7 at 9 AM. 
 
Flowers for the Altar - Gardens are blossoming with the warmer 
weather.  Please keep First Parish Church in mind if you would like to bring 
flowers for the altar. Contact Penny Lapham by sending an email 
to laphamsingingbeach@gmail.com or call 978-526-7128.  
 

mailto:laphamsingingbeach@gmail.com


You can contribute to the good work of First Parish 
Church or pay your pledge by Venmo to @FirstParish-
Church (Church cell phone 978-907-3781). You can also 
use @PayPal.Me/FPChurchManchester. 
 
Prayer Wall - Give it a try! Request prayers and pray for 
others through the Prayer Wall on our website. 
https://www.firstparishchurch.org/prayer-wall/ Feel more connected to the 
Joys and Concerns of our congregation and hear what's on each other's 
hearts. You will be touched to receive notifications every time someone 
prays for you. We also have traveling prayers walls throughout the year. 
Look for us at the 4th of July Parade, Festival by the Sea, Burgers & Bingo 
and other community events! 
 
Readers and Greeters are always needed. To volunteer speak to the 
Deacons, or you can also sign up online. 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c4caba822a1f49-diaconate 
 
Faith Formation Opportunities for All Ages Through study and prayer 
and service, we aspire to love God “with all our heart, soul, mind, and 
strength.” From the youngest toddlers, to the wisest Elders, we each are 
called to grow in our faith and understanding. 
 
Weekly Bible Study (meets on Tuesdays, 3:30-4:45p via Zoom). We study 
scripture together, utilizing resources from a variety of traditions, and 
seeking meaning for our daily lives. 
 
The Seaside Parish Knitters meet September through June, on the 1st 
and 3rd Thursdays, 1PM-3PM, in the FPCC Chapel Conference Room. We 
will meet again on Sept. 3rd.  
We welcome all to stop by. Over the years we have enjoyed our time 
knitting and crocheting items for baptismal events at the church, shawls 
and blankets for friends at home, scarves, neck gaiters, helmet liners and 
hats for our veterans in combat, and mittens and hats for Cape Ann 
children. We are always looking for knitting needles and yarn that you 
might be considering “casting” aside, especially wool. Contact Penny 
Lapham at 978-526-7128.     
 
Book Group Have you considered joining us? 
For July we will take a summer break – no gathering. Please enjoy all 
your summer reading and bring back suggestions for the next year of 
readings for our group. 
August 31, book group will be at Mary Lumsden’s home, 18 Woodcrest 
Rd, MBTS. We will gather to discuss “Theo of Golden” by Allen Levi. RSVP 

https://www.firstparishchurch.org/prayer-wall/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c4caba822a1f49-diaconate


to Mary at (978) 500-4571 or rasc84@hotmail.com for planning purposes. 
Please bring some suggested new books for the upcoming year! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


