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Awaken to the Light and Love of God;
Be a Joyful Beacon to the World



First Parish Church, Congregational
United Church of Christ
Worship, 10 AM, Sunday

Aug 9, 2026

Nathan Snyder, vocals
Dr. Bonnie Anderson, piano

Ringing of the Bell and Lighting of the Candles

Prelude Suite No. 11 - George Frederic Handel (1685-1759)

Please maintain a prayerful quiet during the prelude as we prepare our hearts for
worship.

* Call to Worship

One: Creative God, you speak each being into life.

Many: Give us new eyes this day to recognize the miracle of
existence.

One: You call us by name and delight in our flourishing.

Many: Help us claim our inheritance as caretakers and co-creators of
this world you so love.

One: You show us how to be wise stewards of our lives.

Many: Lead us in the way of the one who proclaimed abundant life,
Jesus the Christ. Amen.

Welcome

First Parish Church is rooted in the Congregational tradition of democratic governance and the
full inclusion and participation of all who call this their spiritual home. We take seriously the
responsibility to make the Christian faith our own in this time and place, and seek to live lives of
generous service.

Hymn How Firm a Foundation - #407, NCH
Prayer of Invocation
Passing of the Peace

Solo - And Can It Be? — Charles Wesley (1707-1788); arr. Dan Forrest
And can it Be? and can it Be? Amazing love, how can it be? And can it be
that | should gain an int’rest in the Savior’s blood? Died He for me who
caused His pain? For me who Him to death pursued? Amazing love! How
can it be that Thou, my God, shouldst die for me? He left His Father’s
throne above — so free, infinte His grace; emptied Himself of all but love,



and bled for Adam’s helpless race. ‘Tis mercy all, immense and free; for, O
my God, it found out me. And can it be? Amazing love, how can it be? No
condemnation now | dread; Jesus and all in Him is mine! Alive in Him, my
living Head. And clothed in righteousness divine, bold | approach th’eternal
throne, and claim the crown through Christ my own. Amazing love, how can
| be that Thou, my God shouldst die for me? Amazing love!

Prayer Intentions

Pastoral Prayer

The Lord's Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Meditation Someone to Watch Over Me — George (1897-1939) and Ira
(1896-1983) Gershwin; arr. by Robert Schultz

Scripture Readings Betsy Nickless

Wise Sayings (Proverbs) 8:1-3,22-31 First Nations Version
Do you hear Grandmother Wisdom and she calls out
and her sister, Understanding, as she lifts up her voice?
Grandmother Wisdom stands high above the path,
where the roads cross.
Then, along the path at the village entrance,
she sends out her voice: ...
“Grandfather brought me forth at the beginning of his work of creation,
long before he made all things.
“From before all days, he set me in the place of honor,
during the first days of Mother Earth.
‘I was born before the oceans were filled,
before the springs of water burst from the ground.
“My birth took place before the mountains were set in place
and before the hills were formed.
“I was there before Creator made the prairies and the plains,
even before the first clumps of clay were formed.
‘Il was with him when he set the world above in place.
| was his companion when he carved a circle on the face of ancient
deep waters.
“Yes, |, Grandmother Wisdom, was there when he placed the clouds in the
sky



and made the underground rivers flow.
‘I was with him when he told the oceans how far they could go,
so they would go no farther than what he said.
‘I was there when he set in place the strong turtle that holds up the land.
“I was the wise builder at his side making his heart glad each day,
dancing with joy before him.
“I danced for joy in this world he was creating,
as | delighted in the human beings he placed there.”

The Letter to the Ephesians 2:8-10 The Inclusive Bible

And it is by grace that you have been saved, through faith—and even
that is not of yourselves, but the gift of God. Nor is it a reward for anything
that you have done, so nobody can claim the credit. We are God’s work of
art, created in Christ Jesus to do the good things God created us to do from
the beginning.

Message “Claiming Our Place in Creation” Rev. Adam Isbitsky
Invitation to the Offering

Offertory Solo - How Great Thou Art — Stuart K. Hine (1899-1999); arr
Dan Forrest

(verse) O Lord my God! How Great Thou art! O Lord my God, when | in
awesome wonder consider all the worlds Thy hands have made! | see the
stars, | hear the rolling thunder, Thy pow’r throughout the universe
displayed.

(chorus) Then sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee, how great Thou art,
how great Thou art!

(verse) When through the woods and forest glades | wander and hear the
birds sing sweetly in the trees; when | llok down from lofty mountain
grandeur and hear the brook, and feel the gentle breeze.

(chorus) Then sings my soul, how great Thou art!

(verse) And when | think that God, His Son not sparing, sent Him to die, |
scarce can take it in; that on the cross, my burden gladly bearing, He bled
and died to take away my sin.

(chorus) Then sings my soul, how great Thou art! O Lord, my God, how
great Thou art!

(verse) When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation and take me
home, what joy shall fill my heart! Then | shall bow in humble adoration,
and there proclaim — my God, how great Thou art!

(chorus) Then sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee, how great Thou art,
o Lord my God! How great Thou art! How great Thou art! o Lord my God! O
Lord my God! How great Thou art!



* Doxology #780 NCH

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise Him all creatures here below,
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen.

Prayer of Dedication
Hymn God of Grace and God of Glory - #436, NCH
* Blessing

Closing Song God Bless You and Keep You — Jay Althouse (1951)

God bless you and keep you wherever you may go; His love be a constant
companion. God lead you and guide you and be at your side. God bless
you and keep you forever.

* Indicates the congregation is invited to rise in body or in spirit

Musical Note: Someone to Watch Over Me is a 1926 song composed

by George Gershwin with lyrics by Ira Gershwin and assisted by Howard
Dietz, who wrote the title. It was produced for the musical Oh, Kay! (1926),
with the vocal part originally sung on Broadway by English

actress Gertrude Lawrence, who held a rag doll in a sentimental solo
scene. Initially, it was written as a "fast and jazzy" up-tempo rhythm tune,
marked scherzando (playful) in the sheet music — but in the 1930s and
1940s it was recorded by singers in a slower ballad form, which became
the standard. The concept for the song came from Ira Gershwin, who had
recently become engaged. Ira, who was considered the less glamorous of
the Gershwin brothers, employed self-deprecating lyrics (‘although | may
not be the man some girls think of as handsome’).

We welcome, Reverend Adam Isbitsky, our guest minister, this morning.
The Reverend Adam lIsbitsky is an ordained UCC minister focusing on
churches in transition. A Greater Boston native, Adam has served in
pastoral roles in six area churches, currently as Designated Term Pastor of
The Eliot Church of Natick (UCC+UU). He earned his Master of Divinity
from the Andover Newton Theological School in 2017, where he was
elected Student Association Treasurer and later President. Adam
completed the Foundations of Transitional Ministry program with the Interim
Ministry Network and was selected to be part of the Pastoral Innovation
Network of New England through Hartford International University for
Religion and Peace. Before entering theological school, Adam earned a BA
in Music & Music Education, and worked in various capacities in church


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Gershwin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ira_Gershwin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Howard_Dietz
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Howard_Dietz
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oh,_Kay!
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gertrude_Lawrence
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rag_doll

music, music education, musical theater. Outside of church, Adam consults
in nonprofit management and finance, and volunteers as a town elections
worker, IRB member at a major area hospital, and a member of Voices of
Hope.

We welcome Bonnie Anderson, our guest pianist, this morning. Bonnie
Anderson has a varied career as chamber pianist, orchestral pianist,
soloist, and teacher of students ages 12-88. She enjoys collaborating with
musicians from the Boston Symphony, New York Philharmonic, Orpheus
Chamber Orchestra, Los Angeles Philharmonic, and San Francisco
Symphony. Highlights of her collaborations include performing Hindemith’s
Trio for Saxophone, Viola and Piano with Branford Marsalis and Christof
Huebner on the Nantucket Island Musical Arts Society Series, recital with
Joseph Foley on the River Oaks Chamber Orchestra “Unleashed Series” in
Houston, and concerts with her Piano Duo partner Stella Owen around
New England. As orchestral pianist, Bonnie is a member of Orchestra of
Indian Hill and performs as guest pianist with Pro Arte Chamber Orchestra,
Concord Orchestra, and Portland Symphony. An enthusiastic educator,
Bonnie teaches at Phillips Andover Academy and was previously on the
faculty at UMass Lowell. This year’s projects include outdoor concerts on
two keyboards with her Piano Duo, solo recitals of her solo arrangements
of Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue and Rachmaninoff's Second Piano
Concerto, and concerts with her new Piano Trio. Bonnie’s recordings
include a solo piano disc featuring French composers and a collaborative
disc (Nightsongs) with trumpeter Joseph Foley. Bonnie attended the
Juilliard School, Michigan State University, French Piano Institute in Paris
and received her DMA from Boston University. She lives in Manchester
with her family and two golden retrievers.

Praised for his “rich and nuanced” sound and “riveting” acting, tenor
Nathan Snyder has built a reputation for excellence across genres. His
energy and impressive versatility make him an outstanding presence on
any stage. This season, Mr. Snyder has brought that energy to the operatic
stage, performing Roméo in Gounod’s Romeéo et Juliett along with

many of opera’s legendary “bad guys,” including Pinkerton in Madama
Butterfly, Il Duca in Rigoletto, and Don José in Carmen. After premiering
the role of Dewey Noyes in ‘Staggerwing’ with Opera Kansas in 2021, Mr.
Snyder has become an advocate for contemporary opera and embraces
new works, alongside traditional repertoire. He continues to seek out
contemporary works, including leading roles in ‘Blind Injustice’ with Opera
Theatre of the Rockies, ‘Proving Up’ with Opera Steamboat, and ‘Glory
Denied’ at the United States Air Force Academy. Mr. Snyder is also known
for bringing the same energy and drama to the concert hall and has
appeared as the soloist in ‘Carmina Burana’, Mozart’s ‘Requien?’,



Bruckner’s ‘Te Deum’, and Haydn’s ‘The Creation’. Snyder made his
Carnegie Hall Debut singing the Tenor Solo in the World Premier of Mark
Hayes’ ‘Psalmos’ in April. This summer, Mr. Snyder joined Boston Summer
Opera singing Nemorino in ‘L'elisir d'/Amore’ and Bravo Vail Festival Chorus
for their collaboration with the Dallas Symphony Orchestra’s production of
‘Madama Butterfly’ in Vail, Colorado. Mr. Snyder can also be heard in “An
Andrea Bocelli Opera Candlelight Experience” with Lumos Experiences
throughout New England.

Our Deacons are Barbara Smith and Jan Marshall.
Join us, following worship, for coffee and conversation.

In commemoration of the 250th anniversary of our country's founding
- A Public Reading of The Declaration of Independence will be held on
Sunday, August 16th - at 11:30 am, following worship. The Declaration of
Independence would have first been read to the local citizens on a Sunday
morning in mid-August of 1776 at our Meetinghouse. Matthew Swindell, the
Director of The Manchester Museum, will give an historical overview before
the public reading. All are invited to attend.

Welcome to all who are new to our Worship time. To join our mailing
list please fill out a “Welcome Card” to place in the collection plate or
contact office.fpchurch@gmail.com, 978-526-7661 x 1

The Church Office will be closed on Fridays through Labor Day.

Flowers for the Altar - Gardens are blossoming with the warmer

weather. Please keep First Parish Church in mind if you would like to bring
flowers for the altar. Contact Penny Lapham by sending an email

to laphamsingingbeach@amail.com or call 978-526-7128.

You can contribute to the good work of First Parish
Church or pay your pledge by Venmo to @FirstParish-
Church (Church cell phone 978-907-3781). You can also
use @PayPal.Me/FPChurchManchester.

Prayer Wall - Give it a try! Request prayers and pray for

others through the Prayer Wall on our website.
https://www.firstparishchurch.org/prayer-wall/ Feel more connected to the
Joys and Concerns of our congregation and hear what's on each other's
hearts. You will be touched to receive notifications every time someone
prays for you. We also have traveling prayers walls throughout the year.
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Look for us at the 4th of July Parade, Festival by the Sea, Burgers & Bingo
and other community events!

Readers and Greeters are always needed. To volunteer speak to the
Deacons, or you can also sign up online.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c4caba822a1f49-diaconate

Faith Formation Opportunities for All Ages Through study and prayer
and service, we aspire to love God “with all our heart, soul, mind, and
strength.” From the youngest toddlers, to the wisest Elders, we each are
called to grow in our faith and understanding.

Weekly Bible Study (meets on Tuesdays, 3:30-4:45p via Zoom). We study
scripture together, utilizing resources from a variety of traditions, and
seeking meaning for our daily lives.

The Seaside Parish Knitters meet September through June, on the 1st
and 3rd Thursdays, 1PM-3PM, in the FPCC Chapel Conference Room. We
will meet again on Sept. 3rd.

We welcome all to stop by. Over the years we have enjoyed our time
knitting and crocheting items for baptismal events at the church, shawls
and blankets for friends at home, scarves, neck gaiters, helmet liners and
hats for our veterans in combat, and mittens and hats for Cape Ann
children. We are always looking for knitting needles and yarn that you
might be considering “casting” aside, especially wool. Contact Penny
Lapham at 978-526-7128.

Book Group Have you considered joining us?

For July we will take a summer break — no gathering. Please enjoy all
your summer reading and bring back suggestions for the next year of
readings for our group.

August 31, book group will be at Mary Lumsden’s home, 18 Woodcrest
Rd, MBTS. We will gather to discuss “Theo of Golden” by Allen Levi. RSVP
to Mary at (978) 500-4571 or rasc84@hotmail.com for planning purposes.
Please bring some suggested new books for the upcoming year!
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