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Erin Merceruio Nelson, vocals 
Christina Bray, piano 
 
Ringing of the Bell and Lighting of the Candles 
  
Prelude Jesu, Joy of Men's Desiring – J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 
 

Please maintain a prayerful quiet during the prelude as we prepare our hearts for 
worship. 

 
* Call to Worship  
Many: We are the body of Christ. 
One: May we have the heart of Christ, tender for mercy. 
Many: We are the body of Christ. 
One: May we have the eyes of Christ, to see a world in need. 
Many: We are the body of Christ. 
One: May we have the feet of Christ, to bring good news. 
Many: We are the body of Christ, the living embodiment of God’s love 
and transforming power. 
 
Welcome 
First Parish Church is rooted in the Congregational tradition of democratic governance and the 
full inclusion and participation of all who call this their spiritual home. We take seriously the 
responsibility to make the Christian faith our own in this time and place, and seek to live lives of 
generous service.  

 
Hymn Jesus Calls Us, o’er the Tumult, #172, NCH 
 
Prayer of Invocation 
 
Passing of the Peace 
 
Solo - Panis Angelicus – Cesar Franck (1822-1890); sung in Latin 
translation: The angel's bread becomes the bread of humankind. The 
heavenly bread ends all symbols. Oh, miraculous thing! The body of the 
Lord will nourish the poor, poor, and humble servant; the poor, poor, and 
humble servant. 
 
Prayer Intentions 



Pastoral Prayer 
 
The Lord's Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
Meditation Dance from Bucsum (Buciumeana), from ‘6 Romanian 
Folk Dances’ – Bela Bartok (1881-1945) 
 
Scripture Readings Sarah Mellish Romans 12:1-8 
1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s 
mercy, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to 
God, which is your reasonable act of worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this 
age, but be transformed by the renewing of the mind, so that you may 
discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.  
 
3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of 
yourself more highly than you ought to think but to think with sober 
judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has 
assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many members and not all the 
members have the same function, 5 so we, who are many, are one body in 
Christ, and individually we are members one of another. 6 We have gifts 
that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to 
faith; 7 ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8 the encourager, in 
encouragement; the giver, in sincerity; the leader, in diligence; the 
compassionate, in cheerfulness. 
 
Message “Transformed and Renewed” Rev. Katherine Schofield  
 
Invitation to the Offering 
 
Offertory Solo - The Holy City – Stephen Adams (1841-1913) 
Last night I lay asleeping - there came a dream so fair. 
I stood in old Jerusalem, beside the temple there; 
I heard the children singing, and ever as they sang; 
me thought the voice of Angels, from Heaven in answer rang: 
"Jerusalem, Jerusalem! Lift up your gates and sing, 
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna to your King!" 
And then methought my dream was changed -  
the streets no longer rang. Hushed were the glad Hosannas 
the little children sang. The sun grew dark with mystery, 



the morn was cold and chill as the shadow of a cross arose 
upon a lonely hill. "Jerusalem, Jerusalem! Hark! How the Angels sing, 
Hosanna in the highest, Hosanna to your King!" 
 
* Doxology #780 NCH 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures here below, 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen. 
 
Prayer of Dedication 
 
Hymn Breathe on Me, Breath of God - #292, NCH 
 
* Blessing 
 
Closing Song God Be in My Head - H. W. Davies (1869-1941) 
God be in my head, and in my understanding; 
God be in mine eyes and in my looking; 
God be in my mouth, and in my speaking; 
God be in my heart, and in my thinking; 
God be at mine end, and after my departing. 
 
* Indicates the congregation is invited to rise in body or in spirit 
 

 
Our Deacons are Barbara Smith and Liz Loomis. 
 
Join us, following worship, for coffee and conversation. 
 
Hailed as “secure and sonorous” with a “bright, flexible voice” (Boston 
Musical Intelligencer), soprano Erin Merceruio Nelson is quickly 
becoming known for her signature blend of impeccable musicianship and 
strong dramatic instincts across a broad range of challenging repertoire.  
An avid performer of new and contemporary music, Erin’s 2023-2024 
season performances include the role of Ruth in the East Coast premier of 
Awakenings by Tobias Picker with Odyssey Opera as well as multiple roles 
in a set of new chamber operas with White Snake Projects. Erin also 
premiered a new work for orchestra and soloists titled "In Her Element" by 
Francine Trester with the Kendall Square Orchestra. In past seasons, Erin 
created the role of The Nymph in the world premiere of NIGHTTOWN by 
Benjamin P. Wenzelberg with Lowell House Opera at Harvard University, 
premiered the chamber work Tide Flowers by composer Geoffrey Gibbs at 
the University of Rhode Island as the soprano soloist, and appeared as 



Bea in Jake Heggie’s Three Decembers with TBD Opera Project under the 
direction of Sharon Daniels. Erin’s 2023-2024 season also includes the role 
of First Lady in Mozart’s The Magic Flute with MassOpera. Other recent 
performances include Lady Clarence in Odyssey Opera's concert 
production of Saint-Saëns’ Henry VIII, and Frasquita in Bizet’s Carmen with 
Opera Breve in NY. www.erinmerceruionelson.com 
 
Christina Maria Bray, née Guibas, received her Masters in piano 
performance along with the Mary Ellis Smith prize in 2013 from the Longy 
School of Music in Cambridge, Massachusetts. Throughout undergraduate 
and graduate school, her primary studies were with the late Ludmilla Lifson 
(former faculty of the Leningrad State Conservatory in Saint Petersburg, 
Russia). Post-graduate school, Bray continued her studies briefly with Tufts 
Music Faculty and Mozarteum graduate Thomas Stumpf.  Bray taught 
privately for a decade, and as a member of the piano faculty at the Franklin 
School for the Performing Arts from 2014 through 2017. She has served on 
numerous boards including the New England Piano Teachers Association 
as their 20th and 21st century recital chair, the Bridge at 211 in Salem, a 
large 19th century architectural landmark slotted to serve as a future 
performance hub for the greater North Shore, and her current seat as Vice 
President of the Paul Madore Chorale, where she is also the pianist for the 
group. She regularly collaborates with musicians throughout greater 
Boston, and substitutes for church musicians in various local churches. 
Bray married her husband Preston in 2024 and they now live in 
Manchester-by-the-Sea with their cat Sebo. 
 
In commemoration of the 250th anniversary of our country's founding 
- A Public Reading of The Declaration of Independence will be held on 
Sunday, August 16th - at 11:30 am, following worship. The Declaration of 
Independence would have first been read to the local citizens on a Sunday 
morning in mid-August of 1776 at our Meetinghouse. Matthew Swindell, the 
Director of The Manchester Museum, will give an historical overview before 
the public reading. All are invited to attend. 
 
Welcome to all who are new to our Worship time. To join our mailing 
list please fill out a “Welcome Card” to place in the collection plate or 
contact office.fpchurch@gmail.com, 978-526-7661 x 1 
 
The Church Office will be closed on Fridays through Labor Day. 
 
Flowers for the Altar - Gardens are blossoming with the warmer 
weather.  Please keep First Parish Church in mind if you would like to bring 
flowers for the altar. Contact Penny Lapham by sending an email 
to laphamsingingbeach@gmail.com or call 978-526-7128.  

mailto:laphamsingingbeach@gmail.com


 
You can contribute to the good work of First Parish 
Church or pay your pledge by Venmo to @FirstParish-
Church (Church cell phone 978-907-3781). You can also 
use @PayPal.Me/FPChurchManchester. 
 
Stephen Ministry First Parish Stephen Ministers are highly 
trained lay volunteers who stand ready to provide confidential, one on one 
presence and counsel for anyone facing a life challenge such as divorce, 
job loss, major illness, or bereavement, under the direction of our Minister.  
This service also provides referrals to local agencies which can provide 
tangible assistance for needs such as housing, energy, or medical care.  
This program is part of the national interdenominational Christian 
movement described here: stephenministries.org. If you or anyone you 
know might benefit from this service, please contact Rev. Katherine or 
Stephen Leaders Linda Crosby (978-314-1526) and Steve Carhart (978-
407-8454).  
 
Prayer Wall - Give it a try! Request prayers and pray for others through 
the Prayer Wall on our website. https://www.firstparishchurch.org/prayer-
wall/ Feel more connected to the Joys and Concerns of our congregation 
and hear what's on each other's hearts. You will be touched to receive 
notifications every time someone prays for you. We also have traveling 
prayers walls throughout the year. Look for us at the 4th of July Parade, 
Festival by the Sea, Burgers & Bingo and other community events! 
 
Readers and Greeters are always needed. To volunteer speak to the 
Deacons, or you can also sign up online. 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c4caba822a1f49-diaconate 
 
Faith Formation Opportunities for All Ages Through study and prayer 
and service, we aspire to love God “with all our heart, soul, mind, and 
strength.” From the youngest toddlers, to the wisest Elders, we each are 
called to grow in our faith and understanding. 
 
Weekly Bible Study (meets on Tuesdays, 3:30-4:45p via Zoom). We study 
scripture together, utilizing resources from a variety of traditions, and 
seeking meaning for our daily lives. 
 
The Seaside Parish Knitters meet September through June, on the 1st 
and 3rd Thursdays, 1PM-3PM, in the FPCC Chapel Conference Room. We 
will meet again on Sept. 3rd.  
We welcome all to stop by. Over the years we have enjoyed our time 
knitting and crocheting items for baptismal events at the church, shawls 

https://d.docs.live.net/4e897f2e7a9d8aaf/Desktop/Folder/Bulletins/PayPal.Me/FPChurchManchester
https://www.firstparishchurch.org/prayer-wall/
https://www.firstparishchurch.org/prayer-wall/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c4caba822a1f49-diaconate


and blankets for friends at home, scarves, neck gaiters, helmet liners and 
hats for our veterans in combat, and mittens and hats for Cape Ann 
children. We are always looking for knitting needles and yarn that you 
might be considering “casting” aside, especially wool. Contact Penny 
Lapham at 978-526-7128.     
 
Book Group Have you considered joining us? 
 
For July we will take a summer break – no gathering. Please enjoy all 
your summer reading and bring back suggestions for the next year of 
readings for our group. 
 
August 31, book group will be at Mary Lumsden’s home, 18 Woodcrest 
Rd, MBTS. We will gather to discuss “Theo of Golden” by Allen Levi. RSVP 
to Mary at (978) 500-4571 or rasc84@hotmail.com for planning purposes. 
Please bring some suggested new books for the upcoming year! 
 
Compassion International Mission The Diaconate invites you to 
participate in the Compassion International Mission, to support Chepkirwok, 
the young boy First Parish Church sponsors. The months of November and 
December are still available in 2026 and 2027 is wide open. Sponsorship is 
$43 a month. 
 
Our sponsorship provides Bible teaching, dramas, health screenings, 
immunizations, community service opportunities, gardening classes, 
counseling on and testing for HIV/AIDS, life skills training and mentorship 
programs. Modern farming techniques training is provided to Chepkirwok’s 
parents. 
 
Checks for $43 can be written to First Parish Church and dropped in the 
collection plate or mailed to P.O. Box 187, Manchester, MA 01944.  
 
Sign up for a month at http://tiny.cc/compassionmission 
 
You can also sign up by speaking to Sue Parker at sueparker33@aol.com 
or 207-944-3504. 
 

http://tiny.cc/compassionmission
sueparker33@gmail.com


 


