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Awaken to the Light and Love of God;
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Aug 23, 2026

Rebecca Shrimpton, vocals
Herman Weiss, piano

Ringing of the Bell and Lighting of the Candles

Prelude Precious Lord, Take My Hand — Thomas A. Dorsey (1899-
1993), arr. Brent Edstrom

Please maintain a prayerful quiet during the prelude as we prepare our hearts for
worship.

* Call to Worship

One: Here, in this place, God welcomes all the dreamers, as well as the
doubters:

Many: Here, the worriers and wanderers can call on God by name.
One: Here, in this time, we can remember all the ways God has graced us:
Many: Here, in these moments, we are reminded that God is with us,
always!

One: Here are gathered those daring enough to step out of comfort into the
unknown.

Many: Let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice!

Welcome

First Parish Church is rooted in the Congregational tradition of democratic governance and the
full inclusion and participation of all who call this their spiritual home. We take seriously the
responsibility to make the Christian faith our own in this time and place, and seek to live lives of
generous service.

Hymn We Worship You, God - #26, NCH
Prayer of Invocation
Passing of the Peace

Solo - As with Rosy Steps the Morn — G. F. Handel (1685-1759), from
‘Theodora’

As with rosy steps the morn advancing drives the shades of night, so from
virtuous toils well borne raise thou our hopes of endless light! Triumphant
Saviour! Lord of day! Thou art the life, the light, the way! As with rosy steps



the morn advancing drives the shades of night, so from virtuous toils well
borne raise thou our hopes of endless light!

Prayer Intentions
Pastoral Prayer

The Lord's Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Meditation Bagatelle in G, op. 126, #5 — L. van Beethoven (1770-1827)

Scripture Readings Steve Carhart

Romans 12:9-21

°Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; '° love
one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing

honor. " Do not lag in zeal; be ardent in spirit; serve the Lord. "> Rejoice in
hope; be patient in affliction; persevere in prayer. '* Contribute to the needs
of the saints; pursue hospitality to strangers.

14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. '® Rejoice
with those who rejoice; weep with those who weep. 6 Live in harmony with
one another; do not be arrogant, but associate with the lowly; do not claim
to be wiser than you are. ' Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take
thought for what is noble in the sight of all. '8 If it is possible, so far as it
depends on you, live peaceably with all. ' Beloved, never avenge
yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written,
“Vengeance is mine; | will repay, says the Lord.” % Instead, “if your enemies
are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink, for
by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.” 2" Do not be
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

Matthew 16:21-28

21 From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to
Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief
priests and scribes and be killed and on the third day be raised. 22 And
Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord!
This must never happen to you.” 22 But he turned and said to Peter, “Get
behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me, for you are setting your mind
not on divine things but on human things.”



24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any wish to come after me, let them
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 2° For those who
want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake
will find it. 26 For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but
forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life?

27“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father,
and then he will repay everyone for what has been done. 28 Truly | tell you,
there are some standing here who will not taste death before they see the
Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”

Message “Signs of New Life” Rev. Katherine Schofield
Invitation to the Offering

Offertory Solo - The Gospel Train — spiritual, arr. H. T. Burleigh (1866-
1949)

The gospel train is comin’, | hear it just at hand. | hear the car wheels
rumblin’,and rollin’ thro' the land. Then get on board, little children (3x),
there's room for many a more. | hear the train a-comin’, she’s comin’ ‘round
the curve, she’s loosened all her steam and brakes and strainin’ ev’ry
nerve. Then get on board, little children (3x%), there's room for many a more.
The fare is cheap and all can go, the rich and poor are there. No second
class about this train, no difference in the fare. Then get on board, little
children (3x), there's room for many a more.

* Doxology #780 NCH

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise Him all creatures here below,
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen.

Prayer of Dedication
Hymn I've Got Peace Like a River - #478, NCH
* Blessing

Closing Song Serenity — Charles Ives (1874-1954); text: John Greenleaf
Whittier (1807-1892)

O, Sabbath rest of Galilee! O, calm of hills above, where Jesus knelt to
share with thee, the silence of eternity interpreted by love. Drop thy still
dews of quietness ‘ill all our strivings cease: take from our souls the strain
and stress, and let our ordered lives confess, the beauty of thy peace.



* Indicates the congregation is invited to rise in body or in spirit
Our Deacons are Barbara Smith and Nancy Peterson.
Join us, following worship, for coffee and conversation.

Rebecca Shrimpton is acclaimed for her rare melding of a highly eclectic
approach with a sumptuous and agile voice. She has appeared and
recorded with Joe Lovano, Steve Lacy, Oliver Lake, George Russell, Ran
Blake, George Lewis, Fred Ho, and blues singer/organist Mike Finnigan
(whose debut recording was Jimi Hendrix' Electric Ladyland). She is
vocalist for Boston's 21-piece Jazz Composers Alliance Orchestra, with
whom she has recorded nine CDs, garnering extensive critical praise from
DownBeat, Cadence Jazz, AllMusic, All About Jazz, as well as international
jazz publications. She is vocalist for Norm Zocher's Electric String Band
and OddSong (sax quartet with violin and marimba), whose debut
recording, Jailhouse Doc with Holes in Her Socks, was on Cadence Jazz
magazine's Top Ten CDs of 2016 list. Rebecca has been featured vocalist
at FIJAZZ: Costa Rica and guest artist with the acclaimed early music
ensemble, Tapestry. Her latest project is Alchemy, a program of American
art songs that celebrates the confluence of jazz and classical music, in
collaboration with pianist/composer Herman Weiss. Rebecca's solo CD,
Madman's Moon, with guitarist Eric Hofbauer, garnered international
praise, earning a 4-star review from AllMusic.com and making two Top Ten
CDs of 2005 lists (Jazz Times Magazine and CHUO FM). The 2009
release, Requited, features songs by internationally best-selling novelist
Anita Diamant (The Red Tent) and jazz pianist Bert Seager, along with a
brilliant band, including Rick DiMuzio (tenor sax), Jorge Roeder (bass) and
Richie Barshay (drums, Herbie Hancock Quartet). Rebecca composes and
arranges music for her own jazz ensembles and has even expanded her
writing to the theater. She was Music Director for three productions of
Shakespeare plays, composing original scores, including eight songs using
William Shakespeare's lyrics from The Tempest. Performance venues
include Manhattan's Cornelia Street Cafe and Somethin' Jazz Club;
Boston's Regattabar, House of Blues, Ryles Jazz Club, The Beehive,
Jordan Hall, and Berklee Performance Center; and the exquisite Shalin Liu
Performance Center in Rockport, MA. She was also featured on two
PBS/NPR concert broadcasts and recordings, performing with singer/actor
Theodore Bikel. Rebecca is full-time Associate Professor of Voice at
Berklee College of Music, Boston. She has a master's degree in Jazz
Studies from New England Conservatory, where she studied with
Dominique Eade, John McNeil, and Ran Blake, and has a bachelor's
degree in classical voice. She has taught voice for over 20 years, including
New England Conservatory Preparatory, Longy School of Music, and MIT.



Rebecca has CDs on Rounder, Cadence, Accurate, Leo, Red Toucan,
Innova, Invisible Music, and Creative Nation Music (CNM) Records.

Welcome to all who are new to our Worship time. To join our mailing
list please fill out a “Welcome Card” to place in the collection plate or
contact office.fpchurch@gmail.com, 978-526-7661 x 1

The Church Office will be closed on Fridays through Labor Day.

Flowers for the Altar - Gardens are blossoming with the warmer

weather. Please keep First Parish Church in mind if you would like to bring
flowers for the altar. Contact Penny Lapham by sending an email

to laphamsingingbeach@gamail.com or call 978-526-7128.

You can contribute to the good work of First Parish
Church or pay your pledge by Venmo to @FirstParish-
Church (Church cell phone 978-907-3781). You can also
use @PayPal.Me/FPChurchManchester.

Stephen Ministry First Parish Stephen Ministers are highly

trained lay volunteers who stand ready to provide confidential, one on one
presence and counsel for anyone facing a life challenge such as divorce,
job loss, major iliness, or bereavement, under the direction of our Minister.
This service also provides referrals to local agencies which can provide
tangible assistance for needs such as housing, energy, or medical care.
This program is part of the national interdenominational Christian
movement described here: stephenministries.org. If you or anyone you
know might benefit from this service, please contact Rev. Katherine or
Stephen Leaders Linda Crosby (978-314-1526) and Steve Carhart (978-
407-8454).

Prayer Wall - Give it a try! Request prayers and pray for others through
the Prayer Wall on our website. https://www.firstparishchurch.org/prayer-
wall/ Feel more connected to the Joys and Concerns of our congregation
and hear what's on each other's hearts. You will be touched to receive
notifications every time someone prays for you. We also have traveling
prayers walls throughout the year. Look for us at the 4th of July Parade,
Festival by the Sea, Burgers & Bingo and other community events!

Readers and Greeters are always needed. To volunteer speak to the
Deacons, or you can also sign up online.
https://www.signupgenius.com/qo/30e0c4caba822a1f49-diaconate



mailto:laphamsingingbeach@gmail.com
https://d.docs.live.net/4e897f2e7a9d8aaf/Desktop/Folder/Bulletins/PayPal.Me/FPChurchManchester
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Faith Formation Opportunities for All Ages Through study and prayer
and service, we aspire to love God “with all our heart, soul, mind, and
strength.” From the youngest toddlers, to the wisest Elders, we each are
called to grow in our faith and understanding.

Weekly Bible Study (meets on Tuesdays, 3:30-4:45p via Zoom). We study
scripture together, utilizing resources from a variety of traditions, and
seeking meaning for our daily lives.

The Seaside Parish Knitters meet September through June, on the 1st
and 3rd Thursdays, 1PM-3PM, in the FPCC Chapel Conference Room. We
will meet again on Sept. 3rd.

We welcome all to stop by. Over the years we have enjoyed our time
knitting and crocheting items for baptismal events at the church, shawls
and blankets for friends at home, scarves, neck gaiters, helmet liners and
hats for our veterans in combat, and mittens and hats for Cape Ann
children. We are always looking for knitting needles and yarn that you
might be considering “casting” aside, especially wool. Contact Penny
Lapham at 978-526-7128.

Book Group is beginning another year!

We invite you to join us on August 31, at Mary Lumsden’s home, 18
Woodcrest Rd, MBTS. We will gather to discuss “Theo of Golden” by Allen
Levi. RSVP to Mary at (978) 500-4571 or rasc84@hotmail.com for planning
purposes. Please bring some suggested new books for the upcoming year!

Book Group is a time for church members as well as non-church friends to
come together and engage with one another, build relationships, and share
in a discussion of books that are of interest to people of various
backgrounds. We have fun visiting, conversing about the book and sharing
stories and would love to have you join us! Book Group meets on the last
Monday of the month, 6:30 PM, and hosting is shared among members.

Compassion International Mission The Diaconate invites you to
participate in the Compassion International Mission, to support Chepkirwok,
the young boy First Parish Church sponsors. The months of November and
December are still available in 2026 and 2027 is wide open. Sponsorship is
$43 a month.

Our sponsorship provides Bible teaching, dramas, health screenings,
immunizations, community service opportunities, gardening classes,
counseling on and testing for HIV/AIDS, life skills training and mentorship



programs. Modern farming techniques training is provided to Chepkirwok’s
parents.

Checks for $43 can be written to First Parish Church and dropped in the
collection plate or mailed to P.O. Box 187, Manchester, MA 01944.

Sign up for a month at http://tiny.cc/compassionmission

You can also sign up by speaking to Sue Parker at sueparker33@aol.com
or 207-944-3504.

October: Wednesda

November: Wednesday, or 1
December: Wednesday, December 9 ({/j

or contact Jim Brennan in person after worship (or at 978-580-9623)
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