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First Parish Church, Congregational 
United Church of Christ 
Worship, 10 AM, Sunday 

Sept 13, 2026 
 
 
Ringing of the Bell and Lighting of the Candles 
  
Prelude Jesus, I Will Ponder Now – J. G. Walther (1684-1748) 
 

Please maintain a prayerful quiet during the prelude as we prepare our hearts for 
worship. 

 
* Call to Worship  
One: When we are excited... 
Many: God is with us! 
One: When we are nervous... 
Many: God is with us! 
One: When we begin something new... 
Many: God is with us! 
One: When we don't know what comes next... 
Many: God is with us always. Let us worship God! 
 
Hymn I Come with Joy – 349, NCH 
 
Prayer of Invocation 
 
Message for All Ages 
 
Blessing of the Backpacks 
 
Passing of the Peace 
 
Anthem Awake, My Soul, and Sing – Allen Pote (1945 – 2010) text: based 
on Psalms 71 & 108 
Awake, my soul, and sing; arise and sing a psalm. For great are you, Lord, 
and great Your love; Your kindness is forever. You have been my hope, my 
confidence since my youth. I will proclaim Your marvelous deeds. I will ever 
sing praises. Even when I am growing old, do not forsake me, O God. I will 
declare Your strength and power to the next generation, to all who are to 
come. Awake, my soul, and sing. Arise and sing a psalm. Be exalted, O 
God, above the heavens, your glory over all the earth. You have been my 
rock, my fortress, and my shield. I will ever praise Your name, for you are 
my God. Awake, my soul, and sing. Arise and sing a psalm. Great are You, 



Lord, and great Your love. You are my God! Awake, my soul, awake, my 
soul, and sing! 
 
Prayer Intentions 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
The Lord's Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
Meditation A Simple Song (from ‘Mass’) - Leonard Bernstein (1918-1990), 
lyrics by Stephen Schwartz and Leonard Bernstein 
Rebecca Shrimpton, solo 
Sing God a simple song: Lauda, Laude. Make it up as you go along Lauda, 
Laude. Sing like you like to sing. God loves all simple things, for God is the 
simplest of all. I will sing the Lord a new song to praise Him, to bless Him, 
to bless the Lord. I will sing His praises while I live all of my days. Blessed 
is the one who loves the Lord, blessed is the one who praises Him. Lauda, 
Lauda, Laude... And walks in His ways. I will lift up my eyes to the hills from 
whence comes my help. I will lift up my voice to the Lord, singing Lauda, 
Laude; for the Lord is my shade, is the shade upon my right hand, and the 
sun shall not smite me by day, nor the moon by night. Blessed is the one 
who loves the Lord, Lauda, Lauda, Lauden and walks in His ways. Lauda, 
Lauda, Laude, Lauda, Lauda di da di day… All of my days. 
 
Scripture Reading Joshua 1: 1-9 Adilia James 
1 After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, the LORD spoke to 
Joshua son of Nun, Moses’s assistant, saying, 2 “My servant Moses is 
dead. Now proceed to cross the Jordan, you and all this people, into the 
land that I am giving to them, to the Israelites. 3 Every place that the sole of 
your foot will tread upon I have given to you, as I promised to 
Moses. 4 From the wilderness and the Lebanon as far as the great river, the 
River Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, to the Great Sea in the west 
shall be your territory. 5 No one shall be able to stand against you all the 
days of your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will not fail you 
or forsake you. 6 Be strong and courageous, for you shall lead this people 
to possess the land that I swore to their ancestors to give them. 7 Only be 
strong and very courageous, being careful to act in accordance with all the 
law that my servant Moses commanded you; do not turn from it to the right 
hand or to the left, so that you may be successful wherever you go. 8 This 
book of the law shall not depart out of your mouth; you shall meditate on it 



day and night, so that you may be careful to act in accordance with all that 
is written in it. For then you shall make your way prosperous, and then you 
shall be successful. 9 I hereby command you: Be strong and courageous; 
do not be frightened or dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you 
wherever you go.”  
 

Message “Of Good Courage” Rev. Katherine Schofield  
 
Invitation to the Offering 
 
Offertory Anthem Canticle of Fellowship – Craig Courtney (1948), text 
from Col. 3:12-14, and John Fawcett  
Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe 
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 
Forgive each other as the Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues put 
on love. Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love; the 
fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above. Before the throne we pour 
our prayers; our hopes are one, our comforts and our cares. Blest be the tie 
that binds our hearts, that binds our hearts in love. We share our mutual 
woes, our mutual burdens bear; and often for each other flows the 
sympathizing tear. When we asunder part, it gives us inward pain; we shall 
still be joined in,  joined in heart, and hope to meet again. Blest be the ties 
that binds our hearts, that binds our hearts in love. From sorrow, toil, and 
pain and sin we shall be free; and perfect love and joy shall reign 
throughout eternity. Blest be the tie that binds our hearts, that binds our 
hearts in love. 
 
* Doxology #780 NCH 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures here below, 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen. 
 
Prayer of Dedication  
 
Hymn Blessed Assurance - #473, NCH 

* Blessing 
 
Closing Song Siyahamba (We Are Marching in the Light of God) – Zulu 
Song, arr. Doreen Rao 
 
Our Deacons are Susan Parker and Marianne Round. 
 



Our Greeters are Adilia James, Eliot and Rosie Schofield. 
 

Welcome back to the First Parish Choir! 
 
Musical Note: A Simple Song, from MASS: A Theatre Piece for Singers, 
Players, and Dancers was composed by Leonard Bernstein. The text 
includes the Latin mass text, with additional lyrics by Bernstein and 
by Stephen Schwartz. Commissioned by Jacqueline Kennedy, it premiered 
on September 8, 1971, directed by Gordon Davidson, conducted 
by Maurice Peress and choreographed by Alvin Ailey. The production used 
costume designs by Frank Thompson. The occasion marked the opening of 
The John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, commonly known as 
the Kennedy Center, which is the national cultural center of the United 
States, serving as a "living memorial" to John F. Kennedy. It was created 
and so named by acts of Congress. Located on the eastern bank of 
the Potomac River in Washington, D.C., it hosts many genres of 
performance art, spanning theater, ballet, modern dance, classical music, 
jazz, pop, and folk music.    
 
Join us, following worship, for coffee and conversation. 
 
Thank you to all who shared their garden flowers for our church altar 
this summer - Liz Loomis, Barbara Smith, Betsy Nickless, Jeannie Knox 
and Herman Weiss.  It is always a beautiful welcome to have 
fresh bouquets on Sunday mornings at First Parish Church, 
Congregational. 
 
Jazz Sunday! Save the date, September 27 
 
Welcome to all who are new to our Worship time. To join our mailing list 
please fill out a “Welcome Card” to place in the collection plate or contact 
office.fpchurch@gmail.com, 978-526-7661 x 1 
 
New Members Info Session, Sun. Sept 20th, following worship 
Want to learn more about the life of this community of faith, ask any 
questions you may have, and get to know other newcomers and church 
members? Whether you're planning to join First Parish Church as a 
member or not, this Info Session will help you learn more about our 
commitments as a faith community, the various programs and ministries we 
offer, and how you can get involved. Contact Pastor Katherine for more 
info. 
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You can contribute to the good work of First Parish 
Church or pay your pledge by Venmo to @FirstParish-
Church (Church cell phone 978-907-3781). You can also 
use @PayPal.Me/FPChurchManchester. 
 
Stephen Ministry First Parish Stephen Ministers are 
highly trained lay volunteers who stand ready to provide confidential, one 
on one presence and counsel for anyone facing a life challenge such as 
divorce, job loss, major illness, or bereavement, under the direction of our 
Minister.  This service also provides referrals to local agencies which can 
provide tangible assistance for needs such as housing, energy, or medical 
care.  This program is part of the national interdenominational Christian 
movement described here: stephenministries.org. If you or anyone you 
know might benefit from this service, please contact Rev. Katherine or 
Stephen Leaders Linda Crosby (978-314-1526) and Steve Carhart (978-
407-8454).  
 
Prayer Wall - Give it a try! Request prayers and pray for others through 
the Prayer Wall on our website. https://www.firstparishchurch.org/prayer-
wall/ Feel more connected to the Joys and Concerns of our congregation 
and hear what's on each other's hearts. You will be touched to receive 
notifications every time someone prays for you. We also have traveling 
prayers walls throughout the year. Look for us at the 4th of July Parade, 
Festival by the Sea, Burgers & Bingo and other community events! 
 
Readers and Greeters are always needed. To volunteer speak to the 
Deacons, or you can also sign up online. 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c4caba822a1f49-diaconate 
 
Faith Formation Opportunities for All Ages Through study and prayer 
and service, we aspire to love God “with all our heart, soul, mind, and 
strength.” From the youngest toddlers, to the wisest Elders, we each are 
called to grow in our faith and understanding. 
Weekly Bible Study (meets on Tuesdays, 3:30-4:45p via Zoom). We study 
scripture together, utilizing resources from a variety of traditions, and 
seeking meaning for our daily lives. 
 
The Seaside Parish Knitters meet September through June, on the 1st 
and 3rd Thursdays, 1PM-3PM, in the FPCC Chapel Conference Room. We 
will meet again on Sept. 17th. We welcome all to stop by. Over the years 
we have enjoyed our time knitting and crocheting items for baptismal 
events at the church, shawls and blankets for friends at home, scarves, 
neck gaiters, helmet liners and hats for our veterans in combat, and mittens 
and hats for Cape Ann children. We are always looking for knitting needles 
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and yarn that you might be considering “casting” aside, especially wool. 
Contact Penny Lapham at 978-526-7128.     
 
Book Group has begun! We would love to have you join us! 
Monday, Sept. 28, at Jenny Joyce’s home, 3 Bennett St, MBTS, we will 
gather to discuss “All the Beauty in the World - The Metropolitan Museum 
of Art and Me” by Patrick Bringley. RSVP to Jenny at (610) 804-5625 or 
jmlarson50@yahoo.com for planning purposes. Book Group meets on the 
last Monday of the month, 6:30 PM, and hosting is shared among 
members. It is a time for church members as well as non-church friends to 
come together and share in a discussion of books that are of interest to 
people of various backgrounds.  
 
Compassion International Mission The Diaconate invites you to 
participate in the Compassion International Mission, to support Chepkirwok, 
the young boy First Parish Church sponsors. The months of November and 
December are still available in 2026 and 2027 is wide open. Sponsorship is 
$43 a month. Our sponsorship provides Bible teaching, dramas, health 
screenings, immunizations, community service opportunities, gardening 
classes, counseling on and testing for HIV/AIDS, life skills training and 
mentorship programs. Modern farming techniques training is provided to 
Chepkirwok’s parents. Checks for $43 can be written to First Parish Church 
and dropped in the collection plate or mailed to P.O. Box 187, Manchester, 
MA 01944. Sign up for a month at http://tiny.cc/compassionmission You 
can also sign up by speaking to Sue Parker at sueparker33@aol.com or 
207-944-3504. 
 

 
Please come to a gathering to thank you for 

supporting our Church in 2025! 
 

Join us on the lawn at Tuck’s Point today, Sunday, Sept. 
13, 4 - 6 PM for pizza & First Parish Fizzes. All are 

welcome and we hope to see you there! 
 

(If raining we will move to the Chapel Hall) 
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