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First Parish Church, Congregational 
United Church of Christ 
Worship, 10 AM, Sunday 

Sept 20, 2026 
 
 
Ringing of the Bell and Lighting of the Candles 
  
Prelude Prelude in E Flat Minor (from ‘WTC’, book 2) – J. S. Bach (1685-
1750) 
 

Please maintain a prayerful quiet during the prelude as we prepare our hearts for 
worship. 

 
* Call to Worship 
One: Gather us in, the brokenhearted and the joyful. 
Many: Gather us in, the weak and the strong. 
One: Gather us in, the fearful and the brave. 
Many: Gather us in, the young and the old. 
One: Gather us in, to sing of God’s works. 
Many: Gather us in, to offer our praise. 
One: Gather us in, to worship and wonder. 
Many: Gather us in, to know of God’s love.  
 
Hymn Forward Through the Ages - #377, NCH 
 
Prayer to Begin the Church School Year, by Jeanne Westcott 
 
Passing of the Peace 
 
Anthem The Gift of Love – arr. Hal H. Hopson (1933-2025) 
Rebecca Shrimpton, solo 
Though I may speak with bravest fire, and have the gift to all inspire, and 
have not love my words are vain, as sounding brass, and hopeless gain. 
Though I may give all I possess, and striving so my love profess, but not be 
giv'n by love within, the profit soon turns strangely  thin. Come spirit come, 
our hearts control. Our spirits long to be made whole, O come, spirit, come 
let inward love guide every deed. By this we worship, and are freed. Amen 
 
Prayer Intentions 
 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
 
 



The Lord's Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
Meditation Prelude #2, in C Sharp Minor – George Gershwin (1898-1937) 
Dr. Herman Weiss, piano 
 
Scripture Reading Dave DeMoura Joshua 2: 1-21 
2 Then Joshua son of Nun sent two men secretly from Shittim as spies, 
saying, “Go, view the land, especially Jericho.” So they went and entered 
the house of a prostitute whose name was Rahab and spent the night 
there. 2 The king of Jericho was told, “Some Israelites have come here 
tonight to search out the land.” 3 Then the king of Jericho sent orders to 
Rahab, “Bring out the men who have come to you, who entered your 
house, for they have come to search out the whole land.” 4 But the woman 
took the two men and hid them. Then she said, “True, the men came to me, 
but I did not know where they came from. 5 And when it was time to close 
the gate at dark, the men went out. Where the men went I do not know. 
Pursue them quickly, for you can overtake them.” 6 She had, however, 
brought them up to the roof and hidden them with the stalks of flax that she 
had laid out on the roof. 7 So the men pursued them on the way to the 
Jordan as far as the fords. As soon as the pursuers had gone out, the gate 
was shut. 
 
8 Before they went to sleep, she came up to them on the roof 9 and said to 
the men, “I know that the LORD has given you the land and that dread of 
you has fallen on us and that all the inhabitants of the land melt in fear 
before you. 10 For we have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the 
Red Sea before you when you came out of Egypt and what you did to the 
two kings of the Amorites who were beyond the Jordan, to Sihon and Og, 
whom you utterly destroyed. 11 As soon as we heard it, our hearts melted, 
and there was no courage left in any of us because of you. The LORD your 
God is indeed God in heaven above and on earth below. 12 Now then, since 
I have dealt kindly with you, swear to me by the LORD that you in turn will 
deal kindly with my family. Give me a sign of good faith 13 that you will 
spare my father and mother, my brothers and sisters, and all who belong to 
them and deliver our lives from death.” 14 The men said to her, “Our life for 
yours! If you do not tell this business of ours, then we will deal kindly and 
faithfully with you when the LORD gives us the land.” 

 



15 Then she let them down by a rope through the window, for her house 
was on the outer side of the city wall and she resided within the wall 
itself. 16 She said to them, “Go toward the hill country, so that the pursuers 
may not come upon you. Hide yourselves there three days, until the 
pursuers have returned; then afterward you may go your way.” 17 The men 
said to her, “We will be released from this oath that you have made us 
swear to you 18 if we invade the land and you do not tie this crimson cord in 
the window through which you let us down and you do not gather into your 
house your father and mother, your brothers, and all your family. 19 If any of 
you go out of the doors of your house into the street, they shall be 
responsible for their own death, and we shall be innocent, but if a hand is 
laid upon any who are with you in the house, we shall bear the 
responsibility for their death. 20 But if you tell this business of ours, then we 
shall be released from this oath that you made us swear to you.” 21 She 
said, “According to your words, so be it.” She sent them away, and they 
departed. Then she tied the crimson cord in the window. 
 

Message “Rahab: From Fear to Faith” Rev. Katherine Schofield  
 
Installation: Cynthia Westland, Deacon 
 
Invitation to the Offering 
 
Offertory Anthem One Faith, One Hope, One Lord – Craig Courtney  
(1954) 
One faith, one hope, one Lord, one church for which He died, 
one  voice, one song we lift in praise to Him who was and is and shall be 
evermore. There is one body, one spirit, as you were called to one hope. 
One Lord, baptism and faith, one God and Father of all, who is in you all. 
Though we be many people, diverse with various gifts, we are given to 
each other for the unity of faith, that we grow in the knowledge of the Son 
of God, in the fullness of Christ. 
 
* Doxology #780 NCH 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures here below, 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen. 
 
Prayer of Dedication  
 
Hymn Sent Forth by God’s Blessing - #76, NCH 

* Blessing 



Closing Song Siyahamba (We Are Marching in the Light of God) – Zulu 
Song, arr. Doreen Rao 
 
Our Deacons are Susan Parker and Cynthia Westland. 
 
Our Greeters are Dave DeMoura and Paula Bzdula. 
 
Join us, following worship, for coffee and conversation. 
 
Thank you to all who shared their garden flowers for our church altar 
this summer - Liz Loomis, Barbara Smith, Betsy Nickless, Jeannie Knox 
and Herman Weiss.  It is always a beautiful welcome to have 
fresh bouquets on Sunday mornings at First Parish Church, 
Congregational. 
 
Jazz Sunday! Save the date, September 27 
 
Welcome to all who are new to our Worship time. To join our mailing list 
please fill out a “Welcome Card” to place in the collection plate or contact 
office.fpchurch@gmail.com, 978-526-7661 x 1 
 
New Members Info Session, Sun. Sept 20th, following worship 
Want to learn more about the life of this community of faith, ask any 
questions you may have, and get to know other newcomers and church 
members? Whether you're planning to join First Parish Church as a 
member or not, this Info Session will help you learn more about our 
commitments as a faith community, the various programs and ministries we 
offer, and how you can get involved. Contact Pastor Katherine for more 
info. 
 
You can contribute to the good work of First Parish 
Church or pay your pledge by Venmo to @FirstParish-
Church (Church cell phone 978-907-3781). You can also 
use @PayPal.Me/FPChurchManchester. 
 
Stephen Ministry First Parish Stephen Ministers are 
highly trained lay volunteers who stand ready to provide confidential, one 
on one presence and counsel for anyone facing a life challenge such as 
divorce, job loss, major illness, or bereavement, under the direction of our 
Minister.  This service also provides referrals to local agencies which can 
provide tangible assistance for needs such as housing, energy, or medical 
care.  This program is part of the national interdenominational Christian 
movement described here: stephenministries.org. If you or anyone you 
know might benefit from this service, please contact Rev. Katherine or 

https://d.docs.live.net/4e897f2e7a9d8aaf/Desktop/Folder/Bulletins/PayPal.Me/FPChurchManchester


Stephen Leaders Linda Crosby (978-314-1526) and Steve Carhart (978-
407-8454).  
 
Prayer Wall - Give it a try! Request prayers and pray for others through 
the Prayer Wall on our website. https://www.firstparishchurch.org/prayer-
wall/ Feel more connected to the Joys and Concerns of our congregation 
and hear what's on each other's hearts. You will be touched to receive 
notifications every time someone prays for you. We also have traveling 
prayers walls throughout the year. Look for us at the 4th of July Parade, 
Festival by the Sea, Burgers & Bingo and other community events! 
 
Readers and Greeters are always needed. To volunteer speak to the 
Deacons, or you can also sign up online. 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c4caba822a1f49-diaconate 
 
Faith Formation Opportunities for All Ages Through study and prayer 
and service, we aspire to love God “with all our heart, soul, mind, and 
strength.” From the youngest toddlers, to the wisest Elders, we each are 
called to grow in our faith and understanding. 
Weekly Bible Study (meets on Tuesdays, 3:30-4:45p via Zoom). We study 
scripture together, utilizing resources from a variety of traditions, and 
seeking meaning for our daily lives. 
 
The Seaside Parish Knitters meet September through June, on the 1st 
and 3rd Thursdays, 1PM-3PM, in the FPCC Chapel Conference Room. We 
will meet again on Oct. 1 & 15. We welcome all to stop by. Over the years 
we have enjoyed our time knitting and crocheting items for baptismal 
events at the church, shawls and blankets for friends at home, scarves, 
neck gaiters, helmet liners and hats for our veterans in combat, and mittens 
and hats for Cape Ann children. We are always looking for knitting needles 
and yarn that you might be considering “casting” aside, especially wool. 
Contact Penny Lapham at 978-526-7128.     
 
Book Group has begun! We would love to have you join us! 
Monday, Sept. 28, at Jenny Joyce’s home, 3 Bennett St, MBTS, we will 
gather to discuss “All the Beauty in the World - The Metropolitan Museum 
of Art and Me” by Patrick Bringley. RSVP to Jenny at (610) 804-5625 or 
jmlarson50@yahoo.com for planning purposes. Book Group meets on the 
last Monday of the month, 6:30 PM, and hosting is shared among 
members. It is a time for church members as well as non-church friends to 
come together and share in a discussion of books that are of interest to 
people of various backgrounds.  
 
 

https://www.firstparishchurch.org/prayer-wall/
https://www.firstparishchurch.org/prayer-wall/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c4caba822a1f49-diaconate
https://www.simonandschuster.com/authors/Patrick-Bringley/175194142


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

School Supply Drive 
 

During the month of September we will have our Annual School 
Supplies Drive to support Beeman Elementary in Gloucester. 

It’s time to do some discount back to school shopping! 
 

Donated items can be left in the Narthex or in the bin located 
outside the classrooms in the Sunday School wing. If a monetary 
donation suits you better, checks can be made out to First Parish 
Church with “School Supplies” in the memo line and we will do 

the shopping.  
 

Thank you in advance! 


