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From the Pastor

.
Dear First Parish, a

Can you believe that | was called as your Pastor three years ago! In some ways it
feels like only yesterday. But since then we’ve done some amazing things together -
grown in our faith, connected with new people, strengthened our service work and
outreach to the community, and more. The Holy Spirit is blowing through our sails and
we’re on a good tack. And now is the time to think more intentionally about the future
of our church. We will begin this October by getting to know one another better, and on
a deeper level. Newcomers and long-timers alike are encouraged to gather on Oct 4th
for a Soup and Conversation to share our faith stories, make new friends, and learn
new things about how our faith as individuals shape our lives as church together. Later
in the Fall we will gather again to begin talking about our hopes and dreams for the
future.

As we prepare to do some visioning work, it's also good to do a bit of evaluation of
how things are going. | am patrticularly interested in getting your feedback on our
worship life together. | have recently put together and shared a worship survey that |
hope you will fill out. Including your name on your survey is entirely optional, and | will
be the only one to see the names of those who do choose to include them. | will then
take feedback from the surveys to the Diaconate (and Music Committee where
relevant) for discussion so that we can see where people’s needs are being met, and
where we might make changes to help our worship stay vibrant and life-giving for our
congregation. | plan to report back to you all on the survey results in the November
newsletter.

Upcoming Events

Soup and Conversation: Sharing the Stories of Our Faith

Sunday, October 4th after worship in the Community Hall

A time to gather and share our faith journeys with one another. An intentional time of
getting to know one another on a deeper level. Please sign up to bring a soup, salad
or dessert.



Cape Ann Plein Air Quick Draw, Saturday, 10/10, 10a-2p in Chapel Hall. We're thrilled
to host this exciting event (again!) and show these amazing artists the hospitality FPC is
known for. Volunteers needed to provide baked goods and staff the refreshments table.

Blessing of the Animals, Sunday afternoon 10/18, on Singing Beach.

Our pets bless our lives with love and are a constant reminder that God watches over all
creatures great and small. Join us on the beach as we give thanks for these loveable
companions and offer them each a special blessing.

Wobblin Goblin Parade, Saturday, 10/24, 9:30-10:30a on the Town Green

Get in the spirit and join the Vitality Committee as we pass out candy to the littlest goblins in
town. Come in costume, decorate your trunk, or just enjoy the holy sugar-fueled chaos.
Volunteers welcome.

Grief Support Group, Beginning 10/30, 1-2pm in the Chapel Conference Room.
A drop-in support group, open to everyone, dedicated to providing help and comfort to
those going through a time of loss.

It's thrilling to feel the energy buzzing in the air this fall. Thank you all for stepping up in
ways big and small. What a beautiful thing we are building, together with God!

Blessings,
Rev. Katherine

Fall Sermon Series

JOSHUA JUDGES
AND RUTH

Carrying our faith through uncertainty

Weekly Bible Study
Tuesdays, 3:30-4:45p
via zoom

We study scripture together, utilizing
resources from a variety of traditions,
and seeking meaning for our daily lives.




Faith Formation

Through study and prayer and service, we aspire to love God “with all our heart, soul,
mind, and strength .” From the youngest toddlers, to the wisest Elders, we each are
called to grow in our faith and understanding.

Church School
Families start Sunday in worship until 10:15a when
children depart to Church School (Except 2nd Sundays
- when children stay in church for All-Ages Family Worship)
Our kids engage in hands-on, age-appropriate learning
opportunities that integrate storytelling, the arts and
spiritual development in a safe and family-friendly environment.
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Noon -1 PM
on Singing Beach




A time to gather and share our faith journeys with one
another. An intentional time of getting to know one another on
a deeper level. Please sign up to bring a soup, salad or
gessert.

Sign up at http://tiny.cc/Oct4 or scan the QR code




From the Deacons
_—

On Sunday, September 20, new Deacon, Cynthia Westland, was installed by Reverend
Katherine with the laying of hands by her fellow deacons. Please join us in welcoming Cynthia
to this role!

We thank the following September readers and greeters:
Kip and Jack Abbott
Dave Demoura and Paula Bzdula
Adilia James, Eliot, and Rosie
Christiane and Joseph Alsop
Please speak with a deacon if you'd like to greet/and/or read! We’d love to see you
welcoming folks!

Thank you to all the bakers who have generously gifted goodies for after church fellowship!
Your contributions have been enjoyed by everyone! If you would like to become an acolyte,
bringing the light of Jesus into and out of our worship, please speak with a deacon.
You will soon receive a worship experience survey, and we encourage you to participate.

Respectfully submitted, Susan Parker

Readers and Greeters are always needed. To volunteer speak to the Deacons, or you can also
sign up online. https:/www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c4caba822alf49-diaconate

Compassion International Mission The Diaconate invites you to participate in the
Compassion International Mission, to support Chepkirwok, the young boy First Parish
Church sponsors. The months of November and December are still available in 2026 and
2027 is wide open. Sponsorship is $43 a month.

Our sponsorship provides Bible teaching, dramas, health screenings, immunizations,
community service opportunities, gardening classes, counseling on and testing for
HIV/AIDS, life skills training and mentorship programs. Modern farming techniques training

is provided to Chepkirwok’s parents.

Checks for $43 can be written to First Parish Church and dropped in the collection plate or
mailed to P.O. Box 187, Manchester, MA 01944.

Sign up for a month at http://tiny.cc/compassionmission

You can also sign up by speaking to Sue Parker at sucparker33@aol.com or 207-944-3504



Seaside Parish Knitters

The Seaside Parish Knitters will meet in October on the ¥

& 15th, 13 PM. We welcome all to stop by.

Over the years we have enjoyed our time knitting and

crocheting items for baptismal events at the church, shawls

and blankets for friends at home, scarves, neck gators, and helmet liners for our
veterans in combat, and mittens and hats for Cape Ann children.

We are always looking for knitting needles and yarn that you might be considering
“casting” aside, especially wool. Contact Penny Lapham at 978-526-7128 or
laphamsingingbecach@gmail.com

Stephen Ministers

First Parish Stephen Ministers are highly trained lay volunteers who stand ready to
provide confidential, one on one presence and counsel for anyone facing a life challenge
such as divorce, job loss, major illness, or bercavement, under the direction of our
Minister. This service also provides referrals to local agencies which can provide tangible
assistance for needs such as housing, energy, or medical care. This program is part of the
national interdenominational Christian movement described here: stephenministries.org.
If you or anyone you know might benefit from this service, please contact Rev. Katherine
or Stephen Leaders Linda Crosby (978-314-1526) and Steve Carhart (978-407-8454).

Our Community Hall

Prayer Wall,-Give it a try!

Looking for a space for your upcoming event?
Our community hall is a lovely spot.
There is a sound system and projector available.
Members pay a discounted rate.
To check availability call 978 5267661 x1
or email office.fpchurch@gmail.com.
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10/2/2026 BOTHWICK, CHARLES 100 SUDBURY ST APT 3502 BOSTON 02114

10/4/2026 LUMSDEN, MARY 18 WOODCREST ROAD MANCHESTER rasc84@hotmail.com

anapeter2005@yahoo.c

10/10/2026 STEFANOVICH, ETHAN 61 FOREST ST MANCHESTER om

gailgoodell@comcast.n

10/17/2026 GOODELL, GAIL 6 NORTHERN AVE BEVERLY MA 01915 -
10/26/2026 CARRASSI, SHEILA 19 VINE ST MANCHESTER Zibythesea@comcm'”

maryjofeuerbach@gmai
10/26/2026 FEUERBACH, MARYJO 5 HAROLD ST MANCHESTER -

GLOBAL REFUGEE MISSION OF NEW ENGLAND

FALL DONATION DRIVE

The foreigner residing among you must be treated as your native-born. Love
them as yourself, for you were foreigners in Egypt. I am the Lord your God.
Leviricus 19:34

First Parish Church is again working with the Global Refugee Mission of
New England to collect new or like new outerwear and bedding.

Refugees and Immigrants are facing growing challenges in this country. The
Global Refugee Mission of New Eng]and is commirred ro providing
necessary support and assistance to these individuals who are God's

children and our brothers and sisters.

This fall we are collecting the following winterwear in all sizes.
Winter Coats, Snow Pants and Boots
Hats, Gloves, Mittens and Scarves
Quilts, Comforters and Blankets (Twin and Queen Sizes only)

[f you have items you wish to donate you may bring them to the Church
Narthex or the Church Office pnm to November 1, 2026. Or Marianne
Round, of our church, will be happy to deliver them to St. John's
(978-902-5452) Marianne.round@nemoves.com: Financial contributions to
the Global Refugee Mission of New England also appreciated.




Outreach and Service

Hands on Opportunities Every Month
We are always collecting items for local
service agencies. Items can be dropped at
the Chapel or Church:
Operation Troop Support - Socks, any size
any color. Small board and card games.
The Open Door Pantry - Pancake & waffle
mix, maple syrup, 100% fruit juice. They are
also grateful for bake mixes, muffin mixes.
The Grace Center - gift cards from local
grocery markets to help the center provide
crecam, butter and other perishables
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Open
Door
Community Meal

September: Wednesday, September 9

October: Wednesday, October 14
November: Wednesday, No Cleifl
December: Wednesday, De ber 9 )

2027
January: Wednesday, Jant ary 13
February: Wednesday, Febi 10
March: Wednesday, March 10
Sign up at http:/tiny.cc/TheQpenDoor

or scan the QR code bel l

or contaet Jim Brennan in person after worship (or at 978-580-9623)

Foralist of needed =
donations click here »

FIND GRIEF SUPPORT

A drop-in support group, open to
everyone, dedicated to providing
help and comfort to those going

through a time of loss. Facilitated
by Jenn Guiry, LICSW.

FRIDAYS
1TO2PM
Beginning Oct 30th

First Parish Conference Room
2 Chapel Lane, Mancheter-by-the-Sea
For More Info: Mary Miner 978-526-7500

A partnership of the MBTS
Council on Aging and FPC

FIRST PARISH CHURCH

978-526-7661 EXT 1

firstparishchurchmanchesterma

Website PO Box 187
firstparishchurch.or Manchester by the Sea, MA
P org 01944
Facebook Instagram

fpcmanchesterbythesea
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Church Family & Serving
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Our September Book Group was held at Jenny Joyce‘s home to discuss
“All the Beauty in the World” by Patrick Bringley.

Jenny was a wonderful hostess and 11 book group members enjoyed a great
discussion about the book and art on a very stormy night.

In a warm home, a fun and friendly gathering of all!

Book Group is a time for church members as
well as non-church friends to come together
and engage with one another, build
relationships, and share in a discussion of
books that are of interest to people of various
backgrounds. We have fun visiting, conversing
about the book and sharing stories and would
love to have you join us! Book Group meets on
the last Monday of the month, 6:30 PM, and
hosting is shared among members.

THE INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLER

Ann Patchett



Book Group 2026 to 2027
Books and Dates

October 26th Whistler by Ann Patchett
November 30th Man's Search for Meaning by Viktor Frankl
December state to be determined The Book Club for Troublesome Women by Marie Bostick
January 25th Daughters of the Sun and Moon Lisa See
February 22nd The Race Underground by Doug Most
March 29th The Measure By Nikki Ehrlich
April 26th The Paris Library by Janet Skeslien Charles
May 31st The Salt Stones by Helen Whybrow
June 28th Broken Country by Clare Leslie Hall
July summer break

August 30th The Calamity Club by Kathryn Stocket

Supplement Book List

Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet by Jamie Ford
Mad Mabel by Sally Hepworth
Atmosphere by Taylor Jenkins Reid
Beach Music by Pat Conroy
The Lion Women of Tehran by Marjan Kamal
The Book Woman of Troublesome Creek by Kim Michele Richardson
James by Percival Everett
Judge Stone by James Patterson and Viola Davis
Snow Falling on Cedars by David Guterson
The Road to Tender Hearts by Annie Hartnett
The Salt Stones - Seasons of a Shepherd’s Life by Helen Whybrow
Magnolias In Winter by Katie Kelley Dorn
The Rowans by Beverly Cooper Pierce



